With three major universities, housing and transportation options in the Triangle (Chapel Hill-Durham-Raleigh) area are
abundant. Housing and transportation also impacts non-residents’ process for obtaining NC residency for tuition purposes.
Here are some tips from current HB students and staff that will assist the transition to North Carolina and/or the Triangle.
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Housing and Transportation Hints

TRANSPORTATION

There are several transportation options to consider in the Triangle area. Some students choose to have a personal vehicle,
while others opt for public transit or use of services such as ZipCar. Below are some helpful hints to figure out the best

options for you:

Triangle
Transit

Triangle Transit (wwyy.triangletransit.org) is a great way to get around the area.
Express bus routes run from Chapel Hill to Raleigh, UNC to Duke (Robertson
Express), and regular service from Durham to Chapel Hill and Hillsborough to

Chapel Hill. You can also take TTA to/from RDU Airport for $2/one-way. And
there’s free Wi-Fi on most buses.
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Titling and registering your vehicle (if you are the owner/lease) is a crucial step
toward establishing NC residency. For more information on the process, visit:

httpi/ivwww .nedot.gov/dmvivehicle/title/.

 Thist

Give yourself ample time to éet established in NC. You
must wait to register your vehicle until after you receive
your official NC Driver License. The Temporary Driving

If you own a vehicle, parking is generally available at apartment complexes, single
family homes, and townhouses throughout the area. Public parking is also available

You will want to check with apartment complexes to see if
they require permits or limit cards per residence. Some
neighborhoods require street parking permits.

Walking

A pedestrian-friendly campus is both necessary and desirable. In order to create
and sustain a campus that is safe and efficient or the passage of people and vehicles,
there must be a balance of responsibilities and reasonable expectations among all
people traveling on campus, whether they are on foot, cycling or driving. Visit:
http://www.dps.unc.edu/Transit/aroundcampus/pedestrianinfo/pedestrianinfo.cfm.

The area is getting better, but not all neighborhoods are
completely walkable. Check out the pedestrian paths and
sidewalks around potential housing if you plan to do lots of
walking! :
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HOUSING

Chapel Hill and its surrounding area boast abundant, affordable housing opportunities. Many HB students live off-
campus in complexes or houses located adjacent to the free bus routes throughout Chapel Hill and Carrboro.
Others opt to live in Durham, Hillsborough, Raleigh, or other areas. On-campus graduate housing is also
available.

HB housing and residency resources

Check out the Health Behavior's housing and residency resources page, part of the new student orientation site,
for a list of sublets and leases available through current students and affiliates:
http://www.sph.unc.edu/hbhe/hb_housing and_residency_resources_22534_ 13542 html. HB Student Services
also maintains a housing list, if you want to connect with other incoming and current students seeking housing or
roommates.

Location, Location, Location

Only about a mile away, Carrboro has a laidback atmosphere andishome | Carrboro has two general areas: North of 54 (closer to

to many grad students. Carrboro has a cute downtown, complete with a Downtown, more houses) and South of 54 (residential and apartment
co-op, farmers market, coffee shops, restaurants and bars. Shares schools | complexes), so make sure you know the proximity to

and bus system with CH! downtown/campus.

_Take a short drive on NC

Carrboro

Durham is a city with great restaurant, shopping, sports, and creative
ethos. You can opt to live in a converted tobacco factory loft downtown
or single family home in a more suburban setting; and, it’s generally less
expensive. The Bull City is also ranked as one of the best, most tolerant
cities in the US. Just don't get caught wearing Carolina blue anywhere

near Duke’s campus during basketball season!
: state capital, Ralei only 35-45 miny

Living in Durham means you'll have a commute. Durham is pretty big,
with neighborhoods in downtown, near Duke University and Ninth
Street, more residential areas near Hope Valley Farms and
Southpoint Mall, and even near Brier Creek/RTP/RDU Airport (near
Wake County) so make sure you check a map first!

Durham

The commute in the morning/evening will be a little bit longer and
there are definitely more single family homes than apartments

Apex/Cary

On-campus graduate housing

UNC Housing and Residential Education offers apartment style housing for graduate students (Odum Village Apartments/! 101 Mason Farm Road)
and families (Baity Hill Student Family Housing). On-campus housing options are located on the perimeter of campus, accessible via campus
shuttles/Chapel Hill buses. Parking is available, but limited (not included). For more information, visit: http://housing.unc.edu/future-

residents/graduate-students.

Off-campus housing

Whether you're looking for a one bedroom apartment, roommate share, single family home or townhouse for rent or purchase, there are many
things to consider when selecting housing that fits your needs. You'll want to get a feel for the surroundings — grocery stories, pharmacies, schools,
public transportation/parking, restaurants/bars, parks, walking/biking trails, and more. Also know how far you will be from campus, especially if you
plan on walking or biking. Although many HB students have cars, a few of us don’t and have managed to make it work by living close to what we
need!

Price

Graduate students can find affordable housing in the Triangle. In Carrboro/Chapel Hill, expect to pay $300-500 for a share or $450-800 for a IBR
per month, depending on location. In Durham, expect to pay $300-400 for a share or $650-700 for a |BR, depending on location (downtown or
close to Southpoint Mall will be more expensive, while the neighborhoods around Duke just outside downtown are cheaper). Some apartments
include all utilities, while others include water and sewer.
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Amenities/Utilities

Don’t forget to ask what is and is not included in the rent: gas, electric, water, garbage/recycling (some don’t have curbside pickup). Amenltles vary,
but consider whether you have access to on-site or in residence laundry facilities, garbage disposal, cable, and fitness center/poo} (though your
UNC student fees give you access to on campus fitness centers and great classes!). You'll want central air, because while it’s nice most of the year,
you'll need it come July and August! If you have a pet, find out if there are extra charges or weight/breed restrictions.

Safety
You can check local crime reports online at: http://www.townofchapelhill.orglindex.asp?NID=382. However, keep in mind that these statistics may
be a few years old and only include information about specific apartment complexes, not neighborhoods in Chapel Hill and Carrboro and not

campus.

Cell Phone Service
Check your signal while you're touring places to make sure that you'll be able to use your phone when you move in!

Timeline for housing and establishing NC residency for tuition purposes

If you come in the spring or early summer to look for housing, many places will let you sign a lease well in advance. If you're moving from out-of-
state, HB Student Services highly recommends that you move to North Carolina at the beginning of August. Moving in early August will allow you
to spend time at the DMV obtaining your NC license (and studying for the driver’s test!), getting your car inspected, and registering/titling it in NC.
The DMV and Registration agencies (yes, you have to go to two different places!) are really busy during August. Going early with help save some
headaches and having to stress about your residency application the next year. Check out the HB Housing and Residency Resources page for more
information about establishing NC residency for tuition purposes:

http://www.sph.unc.edu/hbhe/hb_housing_and_residency resources 22534 13542 html.

Listings

Here are some common sources used by HB students for identifying housing:
Heels Housing ; heelshousing.com, Louise Beck Properties httpi//iwww louisebeckproperties.com
Apartment Guide httpd//www.Apartmentguide.com Cool Blue Rentals htsp://www.coolbluyerentals.com
Craigslist bttp://www.craigslist.org/raleigh GSC http://www.gscapartments.com
Carolina Realty ; i inc.com Chapel Hill Rent http://www.chapelhillrent.com

Been There, Done That: Places HBs have lived and liked
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Students suggest avoiding the following complexes as they may not provide the best atmosphere for studying:
Chapel Ridge, Mill Creek, Ashley Forest, Chapel View, Granville Towers, Royal Park, or any of the complexes on Hillsborough Street between
Franklin Street and MLK Blvd.
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