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This is the only program in the City (or the state of NY for that matter) that I am interviewing at. It's fairly young in the sense that two smaller programs were merged, believe there are 8 slots a year and they are interviewing ~80. IMHO could be (without a doubt) the premiere program in the City if they played their cards right.

Interview day was about a dozen applicants (a handful of IMGs), begins with a slide show by the PD, tour of Cornell/Weill, HSS, and some subsidized resident housing. There's lunch back at Weill and then 6 interviews, everyone meets with the PD. One interviewer was inappropriate asking SAT scores, college GPAs, class rank in high school and college and questions even more remote and irrelevant - this really turned me off as it had been the first time I had such a tacky interview.

Interesting points about the program besides all the standard stuff (ie you spend some time at Weill on east 68th and some time up at Columbia--the Cornell patients are more affluent, the Columbia ones are more needy, etc., consults are a long 6 month block (too much IMHO), no electives): Sloan Kettering for cancer, HSS for ortho. Might need a car to get to a state rehab hospital out in Rockland Co. and a children's hospital somewhere in Westchester Co. Parking costs ~$400 a month. But these are only 2 short rotations in pgy2 and pgy4 respectively. Grand rounds at HSS must be awesome. Didactics are 2 hours on two days of the week, one day at Columbia in Washington Heights and another at Cornell at 68th/York. Traveling back is facilitated by a shuttle bus, but it seems like this might be an eater of time as C and C are not anywhere near each other in Manhattan.

The subsidized housing is ~$1100 for a studio and upwards. Married folks get a 1br, married folks with offspring a more than 1br. Residents seemed content for the most part.

Overall, the program has a lot of potential having the resources of 2 Ivy league medical schools in the nation's most populous city (with a sophisticated medical community). Salaries in the 40s and living in NYC could be difficult at times, I suppose (the average Manhattan condo costs more than a million dollars but as mentioned there is subsidized housing, keeping a car for parts of the program seems costly too, food and other costs are also higher in Manhattan than say Philly, e.g.). But if you're a self starter, like to rub elbows with hotshot oncologists and orthopods, enjoy riding the number 6 train over driving the 405 freeway, then you might be spending some time in the Big Apple on the Upper East and upper upper upper West side.
Kaizen 06

The interview day is completely at the Cornell site...for a clear set of reasons: prettier, closer to housing, etc.

The day is long with 6 interviews(all attendings)...after lunch. Plus, I had the joy of having one of the residents ask if I had any questions then proceed to sideline interview me before I got my coat off. "why PM&R" "have you done any research" "what other programs are you interviewing with" "what do you see yourself doing"...it goes on. Residents seemed happy but I did not get to meet that many. The interviews were generally pleasant and made me like the program more. I could easily see myself working with almost everyone I spoke with.

Strengths of this program are Cancer rehab at Sloan-Kettering with one of the nicest attendings ever (Dr. Custudio) and the opportunity to rotate at Hospital for special surgery (for all you S&S lovers), nice subsidized housing on the upper east side, rehabilitation Burn unit at cornell site, some great faculty members
Cons: no elective time (outside or in), travel to westchester for 2 sites, Columbia rotations are not as 'pretty' as the ones at cornell, at least 9 months spent on 'general' in-patient units, redundancy

I think the Cornell/Columbia program is a very good option if you want to stay in nyc and live in their housing. It is a great option if you want to work with particular faculty member(s) or go into cancer, msk, s&s. I am tempted to rank them fairly high because I really liked the faculty that I met. I'm not too sure if I like the curriculum, but what do I know...I'm still just a med student. PM me if you have questions.



  


