By Axm 04
Temple Interview 



Temple interview today - with 9 other applicants (2 didn't show). Had two interviews with attendings, one with program director. Started at Moss Rehab (soon to move to new site), went to grand rounds (by resident) and morning lectures. (excellent lecture on stingers(sp) by Dr. Weinik). Went to our first interviews (about 20min) during the lectures (8-11am) Then moved to Temple University for lunch and informal talks with residents. Met with second interviewer (20-30min - probably counts more since they are temple faculty members) and program director. 

Overall very impressive track record. The number one score on the PM&R boards achieved by Temple residents two years in a row. Alumni network is very impressive and extensive. (chiefs at Spaulding, RIC, etc..) Probably about 70% of graduating residents go on to fellowships (mostly pain and musculoskeletal). Most faculty young and energetic. Dr. Nissley was one of the best conversationalists I have met. He was really nice. Dr. Weinik is team doc for the Eagles and a real cool guy to be around and talk to. The chief residents were pretty laid back and helpful. Residents seemed happy. 

The only negative: location

Otherwise, excellent program. I got pimped during first interview but in hindsight, it really wasn't that bad. I don't think he expected me to know the answers. (I hope...[image: image1.png]


 )

Good luck guys!
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Ai 2005
I wrote a review on temple on this thread last year.

Overall, I thought it was a pretty strong program - one of the bigger programs. Scary location, not the prettiest facility, some weird faculty members but overall should get a good education. 

There was a temple PM&R resident who matched at my med school's Anesthesia based pain management program -> that's actually how I got introduced to the field.

Lots of opportunities for sports medicine - some interaction with other philly PM&R residents (Jeff, UPenn)

Somewhat eccentric PD - seemed nice enough

In hindsight, that was probably the only interview where I was actually PIMPED - question after question like: "how do you write a PM&R script for s/p hip replacement?" "What is the #1 cause of autonomic dysreflexia in SCI patients?" "So, you're the resident on call and the nurse calls you about __insert case scenario__ what would you do?" and then the look of death - silence - "what do you mean, you don't know? You did do a PM&R rotation, didn't you?" [image: image5.png]




So that ONE interviewer skewed my view - I ended up ranking them pretty low. Many of my friends liked the program. SO - it probably was just an isolated incident.

05

Big program, they take 10 a year. Seemed to be a pretty even mix of MD's and DO's. All the residents seemed very happy to be there. Board scores are impressive - I think 2 or 3 years ago, they said they had the top 2 scores nationally with very high overall pass rate. 
Moss Rehab is a free-standing hospital just north of Philly in Elkins park. Great facility here. 
Call - since the classes are so large, PGY2's are only on 2-3 times per month, less in later years. No holiday call as PGY 3,4. 
Peds done at duPont Institute. Didn't get to tour here. 
Temple University Hospital is in downtown philly. Big tertiary care center with a lot of trauma, etc. General rehab floor, so you get a mix. 
Multiple outside, private clinics that comprise most of pgy3, pgy4. Definitely have to travel a bit, but not too far. 
Residents get >200EMGs easily. Lots of elective opportunities. 
PD - Dr. Maitin is AWESOME. Very pro-resident, down to earth. Per the residents, he really goes to bat for the residents in most situations. 
The rest of the faculty seems pretty impressive - one used to be the team doc for the Eagles. I did get pimped during the interview - it seemed to be only one of the faculty, however, so if you interview here, there's a 50-50 chance that this happens to you, as you don't interview with everybody. 
Didactics - seem pretty strong, structured. Residents give some lectures.
Residents seem to get the fellowships they want. Temple grads also seem to be PDs in several places around the country per one of the faculty. 
There are certainly things I forgot, as I interviewed a few weeks ago, but I think this gives a good overview. 
Overall, I think this is a GREAT program, I just don't know if I want to do Philly enough to rank it at the top...

Feel free to PM me if you have any additional questions.
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Avatar 05

I agree with the assessment of temple. They do have that reputation for pimping on interviews, I should say that I was not asked any questions beyond the standard "what are you looking for in a program etc..." On one of my interviews at Temple, all we discussed was football. The residents seem honestly happy and very close - after lectures, they all stayed around and chatted for an hour. They seem like an energetic, dynamic bunch. They all said that the biggest advantage of Temple is the huge alumni base, which helps tremendously during job/fellowship searches.

I was surprised to find that I enjoyed my experience at Temple more than at Upenn. Upenn is a small program (4) residents a year. They do have a prelim yr which is more like a transitional and relatively focused on rehab and related disciplines. Strong research component, most of the faculty is involved in research in some form or another - in fact they have several research fellowships (not sure if its through the K12 program or not) My interviews were fairly laid back, although half the applicants *were* pimped by one of the attendings. The PD (Dr. Salcido) is also the program chair. The man is a little intimidating (He was in the special forces) but extremely straightforward, no-BS and will tell you exactly what he thinks of you.

Parmed 05

Now I've heard a lot about the temple interview day, but I have to say my experience was wholly positive. V. light and friendly pimping by one interviewer. The program is relatively large about 7 to 10 residents per year. Call schedule is light compared to other PA programs ~ 2 x month as a PGY-2 and about once a month in PGY-3, none in PGY-4. PGY-2s do all the weekends and holidays. The program is a model TBI system so you can imagine they see a lot of great pathophys. Dr. N. Mayer is a giant in TBI and is very knowledgeable and eager to teach. Dr. Maitin is the acting chair/director. He is a character and seems very devoted to the program -- i believe he will also become chair, but that remains unknown. The program's greatest strengths are their teachers (some strong faculty in TBI, EMG and sports) and their alumni -- 3 PGY-4s got a pain fellowship with a temple alumni. Depending on your outlook, a few of the cons might be their location (North Philly) and the amount of travelling you have to do between some of the sites. Residents rotate through one clinic that is in Elkton, MD (about 1 hour away depending on the traffic). All the residents seem very happy and were forthcoming with their opinions about the program. 

All in all I was impressed with Temple and would recommend it readily.


[image: image9.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://forums.studentdoctor.net/report.php?p=3234034" 
  


DancerMD 06

Temple
Interview day starts at Moss rehab at 7:45. You sit in on grand rounds and some other lectures as you are waiting for your interview. Education is top notch at temple, with weekly didactics, anatomy with cadaver dissection, intro didactics for PGY2s, and all city courses with Jeff & UPenn. They have a very high board pass rate. My interview at Moss was extremely laid back...I asked the majority of the questions. We then had a tour of Moss, which is a nice stand alone rehab facility...very nice call room too! After the tour we headed over to Temple for lunch with the residents and Dr. Maiten, the PD. The rest of the afternoon consisted of 2 interviews, one with another attending and one with Dr. Maiten. Again, very laid back "getting to know you" interviews. There was one interviewer who pimped (I didn't have him, so I'm not sure exactly what he asked). When not in the interviews we just sat around and chatted with the residents. I was very impressed with the relationship the residents had with each other and with the attendings- very laid back. One of the attendings even told me during my interview that a group of the residents called him at 11:00 the night before when they were out for halloween! This is a large 3 year program that takes 10 residents per year. Because there are so many residents, call is only 2-3x/mo as a PGY2 and 1-2x/mo as a PGY3. No call as a PGY4. Temple has a good mix of inpatient and outpatient experience, and is especially strong in TBI. Graduates get good fellowships or are well prepared to begin a career as a general physiatrist.



overall, the day was laid back and interviewers we laid back, had 1 morning interivew with anattending at Moss Rehab, real chill attending, and then with Dr. Maitin, the PD, again, real nice and funny interview, but then went to TUH, and was supposed to be on with one attending, then told it would be with a chief, then another attending came in and called me in, sort of disorienting, happend in the morning too at Moss Rehab, so anyway, was started my last interview of the day at 2:30, one whole hour after I was supposed to be scheduled, and I had to be the one to ask what was going on, nobody came to me and told me, a bit disorganized, anyway, the last interivew at TUH was ok, attending was ok, until they started pimping on how to manage a patient in the rehab unit, a bit turned off, wish the pimping would be saved for the medical student rotation and not the interview, anyway, that is how my first PMR interview went down

Andydufraine 06

Savealife 08

Temple: Another fantastic program. Dr. Maitin does a great job selling this place... I think of all of the programs, this is the one with the most collegial atmosphere of residents and attendings; everyone was joking around with each other the whole day. Moss is a showstopper of a hospital -- it was THE NICEST standalone rehab hospital I saw (and, as you can see, I interviewed at quite a few). They have their own ER in Moss so you can send patients through to be admitted to medicine floors if you wanted to! Philadelphia sucks though, and Moss is way out in Elkins Park, which is a 35 minute drive from Center City Philly... of course, you only do PGY-2 there. PGY-3 is at Temple University Hospital which is in the crappiest part of Philly.

