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DAT Test Specifications are found in the DAT Guide and outline specific test 

content details. Any future changes will be outlined within the Test 

Specifications and posted in December of the calendar year that changes 

become effective. 

Changes to Test Content 
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• There are many different ways to define the concept of critical thinking. Those 

definitions often involve the application of cognitive skills such as problem 

solving, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inference. 

• Critical thinking is not a specific content area to be mastered, but is perhaps 

best thought of as a rational, reasoned approach to the processing of 

information in order to reach conclusions and derive solutions. 

• Critical thinking involves information processing, and the type of information 

that is being processed can vary greatly (e.g., reading comprehension 

content, quantitative content, science content). In essence, particular content 

areas provide a platform for the application of critical thinking skills that vary in 

complexity. 

• Critical thinking skills can be assessed either through a separate content 

section, or through embedding higher cognitive processing requirements 

within an existing content structure. The DAT Program has taken the latter 

approach, and chosen to incorporate critical thinking into the DAT’s 

Quantitative Reasoning Test section. 

Changes to Test Content: Critical Thinking 
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Changes to Quantitative Reasoning Test (QRT) 
Specifications 

 

In the 2016 calendar year, changes will be introduced to QRT to 

incorporate additional critical thinking into this section.  Critical thinking 

will be embedded in the following areas: 

• Data Analysis, Interpretation, and Sufficiency (NEW) 

• Quantitative Comparison (NEW) 

• Probability and Statistics (more items) 
 

Note: while items have been discarded in certain areas (e.g., Geometry 

and Trigonometry) the removal of these items does not imply that items in 

the QRT section no longer require knowledge in those areas. Items 

written in areas such as “quantitative comparison” and “data analysis, 

interpretation, and sufficiency” can still utilize underlying content in 

geometry and trigonometry. 

 

Additional information will be posted at: www.ada.org/en/education-careers/dental-

admission-test# 
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