Factors When Picking a School
Atlantic Veterinary College—University of Prince Edward Island (AVC)

Positives:


Negatives:


Auburn University
Positives:

· Separate campus from main campus, we are in our own little world
· Amazing professors who really care and know you by name (most of them)
· Parking is right there
· A lot of active clubs to join
· Welcoming clinics that let you hang out in your 'spare time' to learn the practical things
· Southeastern raptor center 1 mile away. Really cool, vet students get to be on call when raptors come in
· Never have to go on main campus (even if you want a book from the main library there is a carrier service)
· Blackboard can be evil, but at least you have a copy of all of your notes online, and you can buy a lot of them from the local vet supply store
· AVESS (the local vet supply store) has donated Purina foods and we get a lot of perks out of them (we pay a discounted price on our pet food and AVESS gives the money back to the school/students... like putting computers in the histo lab and tv screens in anatomy so we can see what the prof are doing)
· Many professors per class (can be annoying and confusing, but I generally like it and learn more)

Negatives:
· We don’t get a ton of live animals in our first 2 years in classes, but any club will allow you to do that
· Not open 24 hours

University of Calgary

Positives:

Negatives:

University of California—Davis

Positives:

· Biking!!! No parking issues! Having a car is useful and $52 a month is expensive (was $50 a month last semester, so con?) But basically everything within Davis is within bike-able distance.
· Nearly new facilities, including awesome anatomy and histo labs, class homerooms (lounges), and classrooms
· Podcasting of most lectures so you can replay bits that you miss when the professors talk too fast.  They are now also on “media-site” (in addition to podcasts), meaning, that they also video record lectures so you can see what slide the professor is on though you still can't see what they're pointing at.
· Nearly everything is online - schedules, lecture notes, etc. so you don't have to buy and lug around lots of course notes
· Faculty and staff are super-supportive, providing review sessions and tutoring sessions. You can also get student tutors.  For the first year anatomy practical exams, they also held mock practical exams the day before. Most faculty are really fast in responding to emails/questions.
· Free counseling service
· The student rec center rocks! It's got all kinds of gyms, courts, equipment, a climbing wall, and exercise classes, and it's a pretty new and clean facility.
· Free tutoring
· The first 1500 pages are free to print, but the tech guy says that if you go over, you probably won’t be charged. But no one I know has gone over 1500 pages, so unconfirmed.
· Big sib program
· Good clubs for experience.  Lots of opportunities to get more involved in clubs (lots of officer positions, always available).
· We watch narrated slide "tours" online using our "virtual microscope" set to prepare for lab (our professor dictates what is on the slide and what she wants us to know, pointing out various structures and cell types with her mouse cursor), and then during lab we use super-cool double-headed microscopes with a partner to find the cells/structures ourselves.
· PBLs, TBLs, CBLs – most people like them because they assign various cases relevant to the current course material and you discuss as a group.
· Block System! Only have to concentrate on one class at a time. But at the same time, they're fast paced since they try to cram everything into 4-6 weeks.
· Healer’s Art class – an extra/optional course for a select few students that focuses on the human-animal bond.
· Great running routes (the green belt, Arboretum, and Russell Blvd)!
· Everyone is really nice! I haven't felt any sort of competition whatsoever.
· There are course evaluations at the end of each block and the professors really do listen!
· The first-year professors are really good about telling us what to expect on exams (types of questions).

Negatives:

· It's expensive, even for in-state people
· You have to buy their prescribed laptop - either a specific Tablet PC or MacBook model (not really a con for me but I know a few classmates who hate that)
· The first 2 years have limited hands-on experience unless you get a job at the teaching hospital or volunteer for foal/calf/colic teams. There is a clinical skills course, but it consists of short labs that aren't very challenging.
· Davis is a small town with a rural feel and not-so-great restaurants (but it is reasonably close to SF and Sacramento)
· PBLs, TBLs, CBLs:  Could be a con because requires extra time and research outside of class when you could be studying, and sometimes ends up being redundant.
· Most of the printers are old and slow. And the one that's most easily accessible/used gets jammed often.
· No free pet food program
· Not everyone gets a mentor, you might have to wait until 2nd year
· Tests aren’t returned but you can go to the office to look at what you’ve gotten wrong but you can’t take it home or write down anything.
· SF is about an hour drive away and Sac is about 30 min away. The closest Costco and Walmart are in Woodland. But there is a Trader Joe's, Whole Foods, and two Safeway's.
· Very few free lunch talks due to decreased club funding.
· It's hot and dry! We're in a drought. No snow (pro for some people, but I miss snow and having 4 seasons). Lots of bugs/mosquitoes!
· The food on the vet campus (at Scrubs) isn’t great and the hours are very limited.

Central Luzon University

Positives:

Negatives:

Colorado State University

Positives:
· Large class size 
· Wonderful professors (especially anatomy)
· Anatomy CD by Dr. Whalen (step by step guide to dog dissection... real pictures, you can move them around. It's awesome!)
· Fort Collins is probably the friendliest town ever.
· Lots of toys at the VTH (MRI, Nuclear Medicine, etc.)
· Many clubs, lots of opportunity for wetlabs
· Free Science Diet and/or Purina every month
· Lots of guest lunch lectures, which means free food!
· Good food on campus and walking distance
· Lots of interns and residents
· 24 hour access
· "Cubes" for freshmen. This is our own part in the Anatomy/Zoology bulding with our own desk and space. Need key card access.
· Rec Center
· We get our tests back within a week, but must return them within the next week (and no, we cannot write down test questions)
· Printed and online notes
· PBL elective
· Football stadium is not close to campus
· Curriculum is good
· Close to Denver for those that like sporting events (Pro Football, Basketball, Baseball, Hockey)
· Have a web version of the virtual canine anatomy with zooming capabilities on each window. Apparently he's now working on an equine version. the neuro cd, the cranial nerve exam stuff, and to a lesser degree, the radiology cd are pretty good too!
· They have a large animal wing to the hospital with lots of fun toys. Treadmills, new open MRI and more (that stuff you can see on the website too.)
· The school's dairy shut down several years ago, but the school does still contract with many local dairies for student education, research and vet med care.
· They have an Equine Reproduction Lab. Literally one of the biggest and fanciest in the world and a history of producing tons of significant repro research at both the ERL and ARBL.
· They have a research beef herd north of town that is in full production, and a repro prof emeritus that owns a giant herd that gets repro and research work done pretty darn regularly.

Negatives:

· We share Anatomy lab with the undergrad Human anatomy lab.
· Veterinary Teaching Hospital is not associated with the main campus (3rd/4th years are there, 1st/2nd years are at main campus. They are building a sophomore lecture hall, so soon only 1st years will be at main campus)
· Parking blows (but the town is VERY bike friendly)
· Fort Collins is a typical college town
· CAPSTONE!!!
· Histo is most definitely all pretty much on old microscopes (we have a really cool 10 headed scope that you can group study on). no podcasts

University of Copenhagen

Positives:

Negatives:


Cornell University

Positives:

· Small class size
· Block I is AMAZING: excellent structure, fully integrated, great profs, tutor group is wonderful (and there's still lectures and labs)
· Animal contact regularly - twice a week for class and Isaac (teaching horse) and the teaching cows are available for you to practice on whenever you are not in class. Dogs and cats are a little harder to come by, but most students have one or the other
· Parking is available (more in the negatives)
· Lots of opportunities to get involved - clubs are really active - trips to SPCA, trips to dehorn cattle, trips to castrate pigs, trips to slaughter houses, etc
· Many opportunities to get more vet experience via a job (more in the negatives)
· In addition to pretty standard equipment in the lecture halls, every tutor room (used for PBL instruction) has an overhead projector and pull-down screen. Useful for collective (and large) viewing of histology images and other images that often accompany the cases studied (endoscopy videos, CT or MRI images, etc). One of my favorite uses for the tutor room projectors is for projecting jpeg dog skeletons (provided on the school's website) onto the room's whiteboards and then using it to draw muscles at their attachments, the course of arteries/veins/nerves, etc. Tutor rooms also have light boxes for viewing radiographs that accompany the cases (a set of which is in each room permanently). Students have free access to tutor rooms 24/7.
· Many laptops available for check-out from the library, both macs and PCs. Also many desktops (20+, macs and PCs), printers, and scanners available for use in the library
· No real need for printing. color printed notes are provided by the school and left in our mailboxes at least 1 day before the scheduled lecture
· Digital radiographs, ultrasound, CT, and MRI images presented in radiology labs available online, including capability to adjust contrast, flip images, etc
· All histology slides available through the online Aperio system, which means NO MICROSCOPES (although they are available in the lab for any who might prefer to use them or want to practice microscope skills). Since the slides are online, you can view them anytime, from anywhere with the ability to adjust magnification. There's also a little picture of the whole slide in the corner of the screen so you can keep track of exactly where on the slide you are while scrolling around.
· From a more clinical perspective, one of our small animal criticalists was an engineer in his past life/career and has built a robotic dog and a robotic cat. Both have heart and lung sounds, the quality and rate of which can be controlled - the chests even rise and fall as they breathe! They can be programmed/controlled to achieve simulated altered physiological states, and when they inevitably crash, they are used for CPR practice (their primary use). According to the doctor who built them, Cornell is currently the only school with this kind of thing. For the sake of clarity, these simulators are NOT used in place of experience with real live animals - they are used for practice before students enter clinical rotations

Negatives:
· This block is not as structured or organized and not as pleasant 
· Block VII - where we get most of our animal contact and runs concurrently with other classes for 2.5 years - is scheduled at the WORST times. Frequently will have three hour blocks of free time and then we have to go back to class. 
· Parking is EXPENSIVE - ~$800/year. Though you can have a carpool pass, it's still a pain in the butt
· The job opportunities on campus are REALLY hard to get. Ex1) colic crew for emergency large animal surgeries - 21 people applied for 5 spots. Ex2) SA emergency Sx tech - requires a 2.5 year commitment and essentially makes you promise that you won’t get another job. That being said - I did get one of the jobs (I'm on call tonight) but everyone is qualified, so it seems like a real pain to be begging for these jobs and be back on the bottom of the totem pole and earning little to no money.
· Snow

University of Edinburgh
	
Positives:

· Fixed tuition rate once you start (they won't increase it each year like many schools do)
· Brand new facilities nearly up and running
· Small animal hospital is really nice- has a really big, clean, organized feel to it
· Lots of great, approachable professors, very receptive to feedback on course
· AVMA accredited, good reputation, very high NAVLE pass rates in past few years (last year 36/36 students that took it passed)
· Free health insurance with NHS
· Living in Edinburgh (could be a con for some, but it's a really nice city with high standard of living, lots of culture, plenty to do)
· lots of opportunity to get involved in research (they're always sending out emails for students to get involved with projects)
· Lambing!! Lambing your first year in the UK is great fun
· The curriculum is organized, it is divided into species rather than systems...as follows:
· 1st yr: Anatomy, physio, histo, embryology (a tiny bit), immunology/bacteriology/virology/parasitology, some PBL/tutorials/etc
· 2nd yr: 1st semester is the Clinical foundation course: intro to Sx, principles of Radiology, Anesthesia, Intro to Oncology, Pharmacology	
· 2nd semester is the Dog and Cat course: essentially all of small animal medicine
· 3rd yr: 1st semester is the Farm Animal course, 2nd semester is the Equine and also the Exotics courses
· 4th yr: rotations
· There's also Professional/Clinical Skills, Animal Food Safety, Epidemiology, etc courses thrown in along the way each year
· Christmas festival. Just started yesterday and it's AWESOME. Hogmanay looks fun too
· There are only tests at the end of the module so you can have some fun at the beginning of it without stressing out too much
· They provide test questions from previous years so you can have an idea of the types of questions asked. VERY helpful so far for the Intro to Patho and Infectious Diseases module.
· Professors are really helpful and hold revision sessions if you ask
· So far they've had specimens to look at that are left out during the day to revise the week before tests start
· Renew your library books online at your house!
· Student-staff liason allows you to help the next year get more out of the course. We got printed notes since a prior year suggested it.
· No required textbooks (so far), but for anatomy, a color atlas was essential. Most books suggested have been available from the library to borrow.

Negatives:
· Administration dept. is slightly hopeless 
· Animal husbandry EMS takes up all your breaks first year- although some of it is fun (lambing), other placements are kind of a waste of time and pointless.
· Can be expensive (depends on your spending habits and exchange rate)
· You will graduate after US vet schools have graduated their students (graduation is late June)- may interfere with jobs/internship start dates
· Some of the UK students can be very immature- depending on your personality it can be hard to integrate (however, there are lots of older UK students with degrees too, probably about 35%/65% ratio of mature:'school leavers')
· Far away from home, No Thanksgiving break
· Easter Bush campus is about 15-20 min bus ride from city center where most students live
· No neurology rotation in final year- although there is time during your externship block to go to another school/facility to do it if you want
· Not a whole lot of surgery experience- sort of up to you to get outside experience
· The oral exams one on one with a professor are terrifying!
· The food.
· No one told me there would be snow. 
· There are only tests at the end of the module, which means integration and a lot of material. You get the week prior to revise, but it's extremely stressful and overwhelming.
· Grading system and modifying your standards
· Learning curve of food names without getting looked at like you have 6 heads. Cornmeal = polenta. Molasses = treacle. Pants = trousers. Underwear = pants. etc, etc.
· Parasites you don't learn about because you're in the UK, not the US. Matthews was so awesome for nematodes, but I was irritated when she said the North Americans needed to read up on D. immitis (heartworm) in our own time.
· Books are very expensive (bring your own and buy Pasquini and bring it before your get here since they don't sell it here in book stores)
· Pedestrians don't have the right of way so you WILL get hit if you're not careful. No car will hit a bicyclist, but cycling looks dangerous.

University of Florida

Positives:

· One of the best, if not the best, zoo medicine programs in the US
· The professors -- they really and truly care about each and every student. It feels like they are in it for the students and not for research grants, etc
· 24 hour access to anatomy lab & a truly amazing small animal anatomy prof
· Gators football!
· Starting clinics after sophomore year, then back into the classroom, then back to clinics. I LOVE the way clinics are integrated into the classroom and back again.
· Relationship with Disney's Animal Kingdom. One of our profs is head pathologist there
· There is something for everyone in Gainesville. It has a lot of culture! Not to mention it's a foodie heaven.
· It is December 10 and 80 degrees outside.
· Tons of great clubs and wetlabs and field trips.
· 112 students in the class! Means more time for individual attention and you are more like one big mostly happy super stressed family.
· Dirt cheap pet food (Hill's, Purina, Natura, etc) and free heartworm/flea meds! It is at ~$15 for 40lbs/ month. Rumor is we're going up to 120lbs/month but increasing the costs as well. We also have pocket pet, avian, and reptile food programs
· Unique certificate programs: Food Animal Med, Aquatic Animal Med, International Medicine, Shelter Medicine, and veterinary business management certificate programs
· Einstein Bros Bagel right outside the freshman lecture hall.
· Brand new, state-of-the-art small animal hospital completed
· Your tuition is locked your first year and can't increase as an OOSer
· There's one of everything here. Walmart, Target, Trader Joes, a million Publix stores (best grocery store ever for those who are not from the south), a mall, etc. same goes for restaurants. Any chain you can think of we probably have 
· Fun midtown and downtown areas. Lots of bars, clubs. Any kind of scene you can think of: indie, country, rap/hip hop etc. there's a bar or club with what you'd want. 
· Small town/big city combo. It's definitely not a big city but it has a lot more going on than your typical small town too. 
· Lots of student housing. So many apt complexes to choose from. 
· We have a med school, dental school, vet school, nursing school, etc so lots of opportunities for research with other areas if you're interested in public health
· It even has a decent airport to fly out of and if you get tickets early enough it doesn't cost that much more then flying out of a larger airport. 
· Orlando, Jacksonville and Tampa are three major cities all within 2 hours of Gainesville. If you are into horses, Ocala is a 30 minute drive.
· At the vet school, I can always find parking. Overflow parking is on top of a garage and is less than a 5 minute walk to the schools front door. This used to be a huge issue.
· New fancy small animal hospital that has a primary care ward
· The staff at the small animal hospital is excellent to students, especially primary care.
· Our Shelter medicine program is the largest and most well-known of any school. There are tons of ways to get involved with this, including catnip which is amazing for getting surgical experience.
· Lots of really good dinner meeting topics. The clubs do a fantastic job organizing these as well as wetlabs.
· The anatomy lab coordinator that can help you find and identify anything.
· Scooter culture.
· Clinics are done summer and fall semester of 3rd year and spring semester of your 4th year. This allows you to go back to the classroom for electives after your first round of clinics and allow you to learn more about what you think you'd like to do.

Negatives:

· Only one summer "off" to do fellowships/research/sleep a lot, since we start clinics immediately after sophomore year
· The huge volume of UF undergrads can make an out-of-stater feel like even more of an outsider! Everyone is really nice, though 
· Four students on one small dog can be a bit crowded.
· They are SO BAD at communicating schedule changes, financial aid information, anything important.
· Our notes were another "hidden" cost, as there was no info given about paying for them 
· 112 students in the class
· Parking is apparently a bit of a nightmare
· You cannot get IS tuition after one year
· Traffic kinda sucks at 5pm
· Don't even bother trying to drive anywhere on game day. 
· It’s hot like 70% of the year. And then it's really cold. I think we have like less than 10 actually really nice days. It will go from 85 degrees to 40 the next day and then back to 85.
· A lot of people don't like the first year lecture hall. 
· The library/education center is awful for studying.
· Any lab that involves a microscope is across the street at Shands, aka the human hospital. It sucks when it is hot to walk over there. Also we apparently found out it lacks a heating system.
· Limited places to eat. There is a serious rumor going around that we are getting a cafeteria soon. This place is a bring your own lunch place. Nowhere to go get food during your lunch break. There is an Einstein bagels in the small animal hospital which is good for coffee, and the rare occasion you don’t bring lunch.
· Schedule is all over the place.

University of Georgia

Positives:

· High-ranked.
· Generally good weather.
· Lots of specialists.
· Thorough curriculum.
· Anatomy lab has both structured and unstructured times.
· Students do both large and small animal dissections.
· High-quality histology lab.
· Generally bike friendly, but very hilly.
· Scooters are encouraged and park for free.
· Parking is available and the waiting list is short, but it's $20-40/month.
· Athens is a fun place.
· Lots of clubs, but 1st years don't have much time.
· Elective courses are cool.
· Faculty are generally excited about students.
· Mentoring program.
· No required technology. You can come here without a computer, but it's harder.
· Special non-profit bookstore.
· Brand new hospital that just opened.  Third year classroom and lecture hall are here and clinics are here.  First and second years are staying at the old building.

Negatives:

· 96 students/class (from both too large or too small perspectives)
· Uncomfortable lecture halls.
· Hospital is aging
· State government thinks it's a good idea to de-fund education during an economic downturn.
· Attendance is mandatory.
· Most teachers just read their notes to you, making mandatory attendance that much more dreary.
· No live animals in 1st year except to palpate dogs.
· Very little case-based learning. 


University of Illinois--Urbana

Positives:

· Newish curriculum: Illinois is really getting progressive with the school, which is nice to see someone changing things up. Happy medium between PBL and traditional curriculum
· Quarter system with one set of midterms and one set of finals. A few quizzes sprinkled in there, but having one integrated midterm and final per quarter is awesome. It's still stressful of course studying, but you only have to freak out 2 times/8 weeks! haha And of course you can totally bomb one section (histo) and the rest will bring your grade out of the gutter so you don't fail a class. (It is all one class, one grade per 8 weeks)
· Hands on experience and rotations starting week 9! Who can complain about this? No grades, live animals, "rotation vacation"
· Some pretty awesome professors who help you get through some tough days.
· Amazing anatomy TA's, and virtual microscopy for histology
· Lectures are all recorded to class website
· 8 weeks of Rotation/clinical experience 1st year, 7 weeks of Rotations second year
· Wide selection of elective courses (that are available starting the second "quarter" of first year)
· For 4th year 2 block systems are offered "small" and "large".  The "large" animal block gives you a lot of off campus time which many students utilize for externships in wildlife med, exotics, equine, etc. Update:  This may be changing as of 2017; they’ve been having faculty meetings on this matter
· Very active clubs with a constant stream of interesting wetlabs and scrumptious food.
· Great discount programs (food, vaccines, flea/tick, other products)
· Plenty of parking around campus (but your parking pass only applies to your parking lot)
· All notes are provided prior to class via powerpoint pdf format ready to be downloaded to onenote
· Mostly free printing (we don't think it’s supposed to be free, but it never charges us to print)
· Great exotic/wildlife medicine program that you can be involved with beginning day 1 of first year
· All the core classes are under one roof
· The Hospital is a 5 second walk from the Basic Science Building (where classes are held 1st/2nd year)
· Our clinical skills lab allows hands on practice of skills on models, and there is instruction time dedicated in the skills lab 1st/2nd/3rd year (from suturing, to scrubbing and quartering a patient for surgery)
· There is a cafe on the vet med campus that provides decent food and coffee
· The vet med campus is located away from main campus by a few blocks, far enough away to avoid the traffic, but close enough to use the gym. 

Negatives
· It is a newish curriculum, meaning there are still kinks, and sometimes that sucks.
· It's Illinois

Iowa State University

Positives:

· The majority of the faculty is here for the students and really do enjoy helping us out as long as you ask for it. 
· Awesome support staff.
· Generally non-competitive learning environment. People very often share notes either by e-mail, or by posting them on the "T Drive," which everyone has access to; also Facebook group.
· Vet school is separate from main campus, including separate parking. On game days, the lot is taken over (the stadium is virtually next door to the vet school), but you just have to grab a parking pass the day before and you can park there without paying. The main campus is only about a mile away, and is very nice to go for a stroll around it or to go to the rec center, but you almost never have to go there if you don't want to.
· 24 hour access to the building, classrooms, labs, study rooms, etc. Your ID card has a chip in it and you just wave it over the pad by the door and it lets you in.
· Library in the vet school.  It's a branch of the Parks Library on main campus. One big plus is that you can go online and request books/whatever from main campus. They'll send things over so you can pick up and return the materials without having to leave vet med.
· Classrooms, offices, labs, small animal and large animal hospitals are all in one building. There are also ambulatory services for equine and large animal.
· Absolutely AMAZING hospitals with all the "toys." The large animal portion opened a couple of years ago, and the small animal one just opened this summer. The surgery and pathology areas are still in the old part, but should be finished in the next 6 months or so, and the Equine Performance Evaluation Facility is not quite done, either. There is also a Wildlife Care Clinic in the school, which you can work/volunteer at during school.
· Very technologically advanced. All lectures are video-taped and posted online. High tech classrooms, etc.  While all lectures are recorded, it's up to the professor whether they release the "echos" to us. Some do, some don't, most will consider doing so if you ask.
· Those who got a B in a class can sign up to be tutors for underclassmen, and are paid by the school to do so. I did this for anatomy. Upperclassmen can also be hired as TAs for anatomy lab. 
· Typically there are about 3 professors and 1 or 2 TAs in the lab at any time that are available to answer questions. The lab didn't seem very organized, but I didn't take anatomy here, so I can't be too sure.
· AWESOME surgery education. You don't do the actual surgeries until third year, but you do get to practice suturing on cadavers and stuff like that in 2nd year. You are in a group of 3 and switch off each week who is primary, assistant, and anesthetist. Some of the procedures we did: spay/neuter (of course), enterotomy, gastrotomy, gastropexy, intestinal resection and anastomosis, cystotomy, and liver biopsy. The elective advanced surgery lab (2nd semester 3rd year) also did diaphragmatic hernia repair w/chest tube placement, and extracapsular repair of a cranial cruciate rupture. 
· Lots of very active clubs for every interest. Many put on awesome wet labs, so it's a great way to get more hands-on experience. Dues for most are about $10/year, but you get a free lunch at every meeting, so it's well worth it. You don't have to join SCAVMA to be in other clubs.
· Great opportunities for international travel (for credit, and scholarships and financial aid are available!). FAQ's here: http://vetmed.iastate.edu/outreach/international-programs/faq-isu-vet-med-study-abroad (also click links on the left to see where students have gone/will be going). Christian Veterinary Fellowship also does vet mission trips to many places, often Central America or Native American Reservations in the US. 
· Ames is a relatively small (pop. ~55,000), friendly college town. Bar scene is typical for such a town. You can buy the basics in town, but if you want a night club or good shopping, Des Moines is only about 45 minutes away.
· Trailer park right next to the vet school. No parking pass, no digging your car out in the winter, you can walk to the football game, great when you get called in in the middle of the night during 4th year. This does require you to buy (and ultimately sell) a mobile home, but generally I think you come out ahead when you consider you only have to pay lot rent of about $250/month. Otherwise there are plenty of apartments, including a TON that were just built basically across the street from the trailer parks.
· Great tailgating. There is an Iowa State vet school bus that they park in the tailgating lot every game day. Not sure how it was originally acquired, but the bus is maintained by the students.
· 15% discount at the hospital--it's not much, but it helps. Of course, the usual free food, flea/tick preventatives, etc. apply here, too.
· Two of our 3 classrooms have been recently renovated, and the renovations in the third should (hopefully) be completed by the end of this semester.
· There are also lots of opportunities to work in the building.
· There are tons of parks in Ames and great biking/walking/running trails if you like to do that stuff. There's also a dog park and apparently a water park in the middle of town.
· Welcoming, helpful learning environment, and ISU's vet school is fantastic in that regard! The faculty are immensely open and helpful, and it really shows that they make the job of mentoring students top priority. 
· Iowa State gives us an EXCELLENT breadth of education.
· Because it's a college town, folks here are generally well-educated and there is a lot more diversity than the in the small towns nearby. There are a lot of international students (especially grad students), so you can find little markets that have those unusual food items you might crave (hello, Spiracha hot sauce & home-made baklava!).
· To make sweeping generalizations, Iowans are genuinely warm & friendly people.
· It's NOT a backwoods oakie place that a big city person would feel lost in!
· I don't know if this helps anybody, but I'm gay & out at school, and if that bothers anybody they've certainly never let on. I've never felt uncomfortable at school at all.
· PBL is incorporated into a lot of classes, though the curriculum as a whole is systems-based.
· The profs try to space out tests as much as possible, but sometimes you end up with 3 big ones in a week and there's no way around that. They actually let us vote on whether to move test dates at the beginning of the semester if there's a week or two that looks too crowded.
· Very supportive of non-trads! I'm one. Yes, the class is mostly youngsters, but there are enough of us older folks that I don't feel like I stick out like a sore thumb. Many of my classmates have kids. There is a club for spouses/partners/significant others of vet students, which is a great support network.
· Clubs don't take any more time than you want them to. If you just want to be a member, you pay dues, and then you get access to that club's wetlabs and meetings. Each club holds at least two, sometimes up to six wetlabs per year, where you get more hands-on experience with animals. Clubs also allow you to be involved in short shifts in the small animal ICU or equine emergencies/foal watch. Meetings are held over the noon lunch hour so you get fed, and they're optional so you can attend as many or as few as you want.

Negatives:
· It's Iowa. It's too flat for me and during the summer there is no doubt that this is the number one pork producing state.
· It's cold.
· EVERYTHING is in one building. This is awesome, but it means that the building is GINORMOUS and quite maze-like. Takes some getting used to.
· Large class size may be a deterrent for some. There are 120 for the first two years, joined by 25 more from Nebraska for the final two years.
· Snowy winters and hot, humid summers (sometimes with floods).
· Not a whole lot to do in the area (not that you'll have the time, anyway). Check out Ledges State Park. Discount movie theater ($1-2 per ticket) is great for the vet student budget (yes, there is a first-run movie theater in town, too).
· Case load, at least last year, was not that great on some rotations. Not sure if this is an ISU thing or just due to the economy. 
· Not a lot of exotics, though Dr. Zaffarano is trying to build this up (she previously owned a private exotics practice, and sees all the exotics in the Community Practice service).
· Though you get tons of experience in surgery 3rd year, 4th year surgery rotation kind of sucks. Sure, you might scrub in on stuff, but you won't be doing much. On soft tissue or community practice, you might get to do like one spay or neuter. Used to be you could do a rotation at a shelter in place of soft tissue surgery and get tons of experience that way, but I have heard they aren't going to let students do that anymore (DEFINITELY still taking the shelter rotation, but it'll have to be as an elective).
· SCAVMA members can only miss one meeting per semester, though 4th years don't have to attend. Also, there is pressure to join because members get a huge discount on their surgery packs 3rd year (essentially, the discount offsets the dues you pay). I don't think most people have a problem with this, but for some it's an issue. Probably 98-99% of the students are SCAVMA members.
· Those from the coasts will have a little culture shock at any midwest school. Some like it, some have a love/hate relationship with it, and some just don't understand it!
· Everyone is forced to buy the same tablet computer. As of 4 years ago, this added up to about $2400 for the basic package. Upside is that there is an on-site IT team that will fix anything that goes wrong (for free), and give you a loaner in the meantime. This would be impossible if there were hundreds of computers of different makes and models.
· Small town
· It’s always windy here 
· A parking pass is $660 bucks!!! 
· The library is extremely outdated
· The 3rd year lecture hall is not conducive to learning 
· The cafe is kinda expensive
· More politically conservative than Davis
· Hands-on animal experience before year 4 is limited, unless you join clubs or take a part-time job. First year has a few labs doing physical exams and blood draws on live dogs, second year gives you the chance to take a few electives that might have a lab or two with live animals, and then third year you get to do junior surgery with live animals, and a lot more electives.

Kansas State University

Positives:

· Parking is rarely a problem, though does cost $180 a year. On gamedays, we sell spaces as a freshman fundraiser, but vet students don't have to pay and can park no prob. If you’re coming to campus after about 8:45 in the morning you might have to hunt for a spot, but there are a few other lots within reasonable walking distance of the vet school. 
· Probably the most dedicated faculty I can imagine. They are all teaching for the right reasons! I've heard of some places where research is the main focus of faculty, but not here--they have genuine respect and affection for their students and are dedicated to helping them succeed.
· Free tutoring if you need it
· If you're a large-animal person, you're in good company here! About half of each class is large-animal focused.
· The Biosecurity Research Institute just opened and is a Level III biocontainment facility--we've got a close relationship with them and the building is next door to the vet school
finalist location for the next Plum Island (calling all Public Health people!)
· Our curriculum is now "paperless"--school issues tablet PCs, all notes are online, we use Microsoft OneNote. This is a pro and a con for too many reasons to be detailed here...but interesting. No note packets!  We’re also provided a 2 TB external hard drive to back things up. If something goes wrong with my computer I can just pop downstairs to IT, and they know these computers really well, and we don’t have to deal with any annoying compatibility issues.
· The people are kind, polite, and just plain NICE in Manhattan, KS.
· Anatomy lab: 5 "floating" instructors to help groups with a dog and a book. 
· Good-size lockers and study carrels
· Library is in the same building as our classrooms, and the classrooms are directly connected via an elevated walkway to the teaching hospital. Our library was just remodeled around 2014, so it’s really nice! The library on main campus (and main campus in general) is really pretty too, if you want a change of scenery.
· The cost of living is very low!
· Discounted pet food program
· Looks at last 45 GPA
· Students are highly encouraged to go hang out in the teaching hospital.
· We’re only two hours from Kansas City or Wichita, if you’re needing something we don’t have in Manhattan or just want to get away for a day. There is an airport in Manhattan, but apparently it’s way cheaper to fly out of KC.
· Our class size is around 115, which I think is a good number. It’s large enough that you don’t get sick of seeing the same people all the time, but not so large that you can’t get to know everyone at least in passing.
· Manhattan is located in the Flint Hills, which is the one non-flat area of Kansas!
· There are some good hiking destinations in/around town.
· We have quite a few active clubs. Dues are pretty cheap (typically $5/semester), and most meetings include food (you will get sick of free pizza very quickly). 
· Each first year is assigned both a second and fourth year buddy. Your second year will hopefully pass down old tests/assignments to study from (SUPER helpful! If you don’t get any you can borrow some from a friend) and also maybe gift you with some school supplies, candy, etc. Mine gave me his dissection guide and dissection kit, which saved me a good chunk of money! And of course your second and fourth years are available if you have any questions about classes, how to study, things to do in Manhattan, etc., and you can go shadow your fourth year in the hospital.
· Also first years are split into groups based on our career interests and assigned a couple of faculty mentors, and we have lunch with them once a month. Some mentors plan speakers or topics to discuss, which mine haven’t, but the intent is nice. 
· We have two psychologists on staff just for vet students, and it’s free to go talk to them.
· Access to the rec center and all of the group classes there is included in your student fees. The rec center is right across the street from the vet school.
· Pretty much nothing in Manhattan is more than 15 minutes away, and traffic is never really bad. 
· We have a mobile spay/neuter unit, so if you do the shelter med rotation fourth year you can perform a ton of surgeries then.
· First year most of our tests are on Fridays, and we don’t have classes on Fridays other than electives. It’s nice to be able to take Friday afternoon to relax, catch up on sleep/errands/cleaning, go hang out in the hospital, whatever. We typically just have one exam a week, but there are exceptions.
· All of our lectures (other than maybe electives) are in the same room, which makes life easy.
· We don’t do any PBL that I know of (that’s a pro for me, it sounds kind of terrible), but most professors try to add some clinical correlations in their lectures.
· This is a great place to come if you like cows, of course, but I think around half of our class is SA-focused, and we have a great exotics program too! One of our faculty members, Dr. Carpenter, literally wrote the book on exotics, and he takes students to the local zoo sometimes. 
· We get I think a 20% discount on most things at the hospital, and there are discounts available on several brands of pet food. You can buy Purina 60% off at the hospital if your pet has been seen there, or there are separate feeding programs through Hill’s, Purina, Royal Canin, Oxbow, and possibly others.
· We have 24-hour access to labs and classrooms. The library closes, but it’s open until 10 or 11 pm during the week.
· At least this semester most lectures were recorded except for physiology. I haven’t watched them because I don’t want to make a habit out of skipping class, but it’s nice to have the option available. Theoretically you’re required to attend all lectures and labs, but most professors don’t take attendance.
· The labs and locker rooms/restrooms look rather outdated right now, but they’re going to start renovating the first year lab and locker rooms over summer 2017, and the rest of the labs to follow. They’re also going to be adding a student lounge area with a fridge and comfy places to sit and relax or study, and they’ll be putting windows in the labs! Right now the library is the only place in the whole building with windows.

Negatives:

· As an out-of-stater, it is a pain in the butt for people to visit or to go home--the nearest major airport is a two-hour drive away
· The classrooms are FREEZING cold, even to the point of distraction
· Not too much live animal stuff the first two years
· Pharmacology is taught in a single semester
· Not terribly much to do in Manhattan--which is kind of a pro, because you don't have much time anyway--but even the nearest Olive Garden is 45 minutes away 
· If you're politically/socially liberal, you have to be a bit more careful about how openly you express your views--this is a very conservative area of the country--also, some things you overhear may be surprising (!)
· The tablet PC thing (see above).  Our computers are a weird off-brand (Fujitsu) and are kind of clunky and ugly. I’ve never used any other tablet for school, so I can’t really say how it compares, but I curse it sometimes when it doesn’t do what I want it to. That may just be part of the learning curve, though.
· Even though we're in tablet PC/modern mode, the teaching hospital's records are largely paper-based (!) and kind of a pain
· As a consequence of being a college town, housing costs in Manhattan are a bit inflated. It’s still cheap compared to some areas, but my 1-bedroom apartment is $750/a month, which seems to be about average. Of course, living with a roommate would save money.
· We have a dress code for lectures. It’s not super strict (jeans are okay as long as they’re not faded/ripped, guys don’t have to wear a tie), but T-shirts, sweatpants, yoga pants, shorts and tennis shoes are all a no-go. You can dress down if you’re on campus after hours, but from 8-5 we’re expected to dress professionally (although you can wear scrubs for anatomy lab). 
Our computers are a weird off-brand (Fujitsu) and are kind of clunky and ugly. I’ve never used any other tablet for school, so I can’t really say how it compares, but I curse it sometimes when it doesn’t do what I want it to. That may just be part of the learning curve, though.
· We don’t track, which may be a pro or a con depending on your preferences. There are electives available, but everyone learns both SA and LA. We’re also required to do three 40 hour “mentorships” before fourth year; one SA, one food animal, and one other (equine, exotics, zoo, etc.).
· We don’t really have any clinical skills classes or opportunities for in-class hands-on experience before third year; we’re expected to learn a lot of that during our mentorships. But that being said, there are plenty of ways to get experience on your own time – wet labs, volunteering at the local shelter through the shelter med club, joining one of the ICU teams, etc. They're also planning to add more hands-on experience into first and second year within the next couple of years. 
· There isn’t really anywhere to go for lunch within walking distance of the vet school (even the main campus student union is a bit of a jaunt), so most people bring their lunch and stay on campus unless they have a dog to let out. There is a café in the basement, but they don’t have a ton of options and it’s a bit pricey.
· You’re required to join SCAVMA to join clubs, and it was I believe $47 for the year. It sounds like this is fairly standard and there are other benefits to joining it anyway, but it was a little annoying that clubs/faculty/SCAVMA themselves didn’t really explain this up front.

Lincoln Memorial University

Positives:

Negatives:

Louisiana State University

Positives:

· Small class size (89) – lots of opportunities to obtain leadership positions, intimate setting for wetlabs, professors frequently know you by name, classmates feel like family.

· Great professors – Of course not every professor is awesome, there’s always a few that are boring or unnecessarily difficult, but that is the case everywhere. For the majority, they truly care about you doing well. One of our professors even stayed late before every test and made us coffee and snacks and answered last minute questions. They’ll also help find you opportunities that are specifically tailored to what you want to do, such as places to work at during the summer or externships during clinics.

· Amazing exotics service – Dr. Nevarez and Dr. Tully are some of the best, and we just hired Dr. Mitchell as the new dean of the hospital, so we arguably have one of the best exotics teams in the country if not the world.

· PBL- You have two weeks of PBL lite right after orientation, and 2 weeks of real PBL both at the beginning of 1st year 2nd semester, and at the end of 2nd year 1st semester. So if PBL is not your thing, you don’t have to suffer through weeks and weeks of it, and if you do like it, it’s a really great experience and it’s set up so that you learn a lot of clinically relevant information for common problems, and you have to fill out and “turn in” the forms for any tests or procedures you want, so you learn the layout and the bureaucracy of the hospital a little bit before you start clinics.

· Our cafeteria food and the cafeteria workers (and just food in this state in general) are the bomb.com

· Student opportunities

· Spay Day is a high volume spay neuter day for cat shelters and low income families, you get to be extremely hands on and do the initial knockdown, all the vaccines (besides rabies), all the surgery prep, and monitor the surgery. Surgeons will take the time to explain what they’re doing step by step, and if you are consistent about showing up you will most likely get to do a neuter/spay sooner than you would with the standard curriculum.

· Wetlabs: Projected anesthesia (darting), abdominal ultrasound on live dogs, suture board and cadaver suturing, radiotelemetry (tracking wild animals with radio collars), live goat pregnancy check ultrasound, live equine endoscopy, catfish necropsy, reptile necropsy, sterile technique, live equine limb ultrasound. There is a lot of opportunity to gain clinical skills.

· Raptor rehab is through the wildlife hospital, every student has an opportunity to learn how to feed and train the resident birds, and you can apply to become a co-chair where you are completely in charge of their care (feeding, training, monthly physicals, blood draws, etc.). Great chance to become well versed in avian medicine. You also get to do the releases which is an amazing experience. 

· Students have a chance to work as reps for different food companies, in small animal ICU, and as live-ins for the large animal hospital. It’s a reasonable amount of hours from what I can tell and my friends who have the jobs appreciate the extra money and the skills and/or business knowledge.

· Track in clinics, but still get to experience pretty much everything.

Negatives:

· Class size – You see the same people for 8 hours a day, 5 days a week (or more if there are weekend activities). 

· Traffic – it sucks but the school is so great that it’s worth it. Live close to the vet school.

· Cost - it is expensive to go here OOS but I think it’s worth it because I’m the happiest I’ve ever been. The general opinion that I’ve found on this website is “go where it’s cheapest” but honestly I think I would have been miserable at my IS if I had gotten in and at the other schools I got into that were a bit cheaper. So I think as long as you manage your money well in school and after and don’t spend frivolously, it’s manageable. I used the calculator for what my student loan payments are going to be, and while it’s a bigger burden than it would have been at the other schools, it’s completely doable, and I think its worth how happy I am here.

Massey University

Positives:

Negatives:

University of Melbourne

Positives:

Negatives:

Michigan State University

Positives:

· The atmosphere. Everyone (students, faculty, clinicians, etc) is extremely welcoming and outgoing, and I've felt like I fit in right away.
· East Lansing is your typical "college town" and offers a nice mix of entertainment, cultural and sporting events, etc.
· Lansing is a five minute drive and is the capital of MI. It offers more entertainment options as well as being close to governmental type events and major conferences such as the MVMA conference.
· We get a full year of anatomy, gross (canine cadavers) and comparative (equine/bovine).
· We have an animal handling class first semester that kind of helps you put what you are learning in your lecture-based classes into practice.
· Lots of free food
· Big sib/little sib program- we are paired with a second year who provides a pal, class notes from previous years, encouragement, etc.
· 3 and a half years of book work, a year and a half of clinics.
· SA people: The small animal caseload is fantastic and there are lots of specialties represented. We are encouraged to go down to the clinics and look around, ask questions, shadow on rounds
· Cow people: MSU contracts with Green Meadows Dairy and you can shadow there on weekends, etc. The large animal faculty is amazing- they are extremely nice, knowledgeable, and very approachable.
· Horse people: MSU just got an MRI that is large enough to fit equines in, and the faculty is pretty geeked about it. Also there is a very strong equine emergency department, and a special equine performance department. Lots of cool stuff for horsey people.
· Wildlife: There is wildlife ward shadowing/work and Potter Park Zoo is 5 min. away and MSU does a lot of work cooperatively with them.
· MSU has extensive teaching and research farms so we have our own animals to work on in our handling classes. 
· Lots of clubs with varying interests, although I'm sure this is the case everywhere!
· Depending on your views: The previous terminal surgeries have been replaced with cadaver surgeries. 
· They are very good at making sure you stay in once you are in. There is free tutoring available if you don't do well on an exam, the upperclassmen are always giving review sessions, people send out study guides, etc. 
· We get a mentor through the college/MVMA and there is also a mentorship program within the college for first year students. Basically a lot of people care about how you are doing.
· Class is 8/9-3 3 days of the week or 9-5 only 2 days a week first semester. Second years don't have class until 12 some days during the week. 
· All lectures are visual and audio recorded, and if the professor forgets, lectures are archived from the past few years 
· Always welcomed in the clinic! the clinicians are awesome and will engage you in conversation and ask you questions based on your current knowledge to get you thinking about cases
· Newly renovated auditorium for classes
· School and anatomy/histo labs open 24/7 with student ID access
· Awesome student center with TVs, pool table, private and group study rooms, couches, computers, microwaves, and a fridge. Faculty do not have access to the student center
· Lots of cool technology in the clinics. here's a random video of a lion from a local zoo going through an MRI http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAQ-OJp0YPg
· Professors are really truly great people. They really want us to succeed. our anatomy/neuro Professor also invited us over to his house for Thanksgiving
· Moderate sized class- 111 students
· Lots of opportunities for externships if you secure them early 
· The vet school has its own psychologist and IT department
· MSU football and basketball! Go Green!
· The campus is absolutely gorgeous. It is like a giant park. The vet school is in its own little corner of campus. The vet school and hospital are connected, so not a whole lot of walking getting to one from the other
· Looks at last 45 GPA

Negatives:

· The "higher ups" are not always great about communicating with the students, but this is an area they are working on. 
· The cafeteria is mauve. Everywhere.
· There is currently not enough space to house all three classes at once during the preclinical phase. Thus, we first years have classes in the medical school building next door for our first semester.
· The parking situation on campus is atrocious. There is pretty much nowhere decently close to park affordably. However the transit system (buses) are usually pretty good and you can walk/bike everywhere.
· Not as large of a large animal caseload as you'd see out west
· The weather in East Lansing is not for the faint of heart; it is usually rain/sleet/snow and cold.
· OOS tuition is expensive and cannot apply for IS tuition
· Parking is expensive. I paid ~$450 for my parking pass.
· East Lansing is COLD and dreary in the winter. But the beautiful spring makes up for it

Midwestern University

Positives:

· Glendale has lower COL; near Phoenix (sporting events, major metro area, concerts, festivals, museums, restaurants_
· Weather perfect Sept-May

Negatives:

· Hot from May-Sept

University of Minnesota

Positives:

· Small class size (102 students for the c/o 2017)
· Fabulous first year faculty- especially for anatomy (we definitely got way more than a dog and a book!)
· Regular contact with live animals from first year on
· Perform our first surgery (spay or neuter) during fall of third year
· Lots of opportunities for people who want to be involved in research, from summer programs to DVM/PhD or DVM/MPH dual degree
· We have one of the busiest small animal teaching hospitals in the country
· We have a brand new equine center and brand new 3 tesla MRI (the most powerful MRI at any veterinary hospital in the world)
· Other fun toys- linear accelerator, CT, digital radiology, underwater treadmills for canine and equine
· We are associated with the Raptor Center (on campus) and Wildlife Rehab Center of Minnesota (near campus), and also serve the Como and Minnesota Zoos
· We are also near the U of MN med school, which means occasionally we get invited to watch fancy surgeries like open-heart surgery in sheep
· Lots of really active student clubs bring in great speakers and host fun wetlabs
· We're located in an urban center, but also less than half an hour away from rural MN (for those folks who keep or board horses), and less than a day's drive to wilderness areas like the BWCA
· International travel is encouraged for summers and externships- travel grants are also available
· In our anatomy lab, we had a pre-lab lecture where we talk about what structures we're looking for, what they do, etc. Then we headed down to lab and did the dissection. Each lab had a list of structures we needed to dissect out and ID that day. Anatomy is now a year-long class with first semester on small animals/carnivores (dogs/cats) and second semester on large animals/herbivores (calves/ponies).
· New curriculum has cool points (year-long anatomy class for example).
· Tuition freezes being inacted.
· Looks at last 45 GPA

Negatives:

· Professors can be kept on/let go based on how much research they're involved in- so we have some lousy professors who publish prolifically, and some great professors have been let go because they don't publish enough
· It's Minnesota- it does get cold here, and it snows too
· The ruminant caseload is not very high
· The teaching hospital does not see any companion exotics
· Aside from the new equine center and the building where the 3rd year classroom is, the facilities are fairly old and unattractive
· There are a lot of interns and residents here, which means a lot of people to learn from but also a lot of people that get to work on cases, do surgery, etc who aren't students
· If you get in a non-resident, plan on paying non-resident tuition all four years. You can apply for residency, but it's pretty arbitrary whether or not you'll get it. Rumor has it they are eventually going to take away the option to get residency during school altogether.
· With the new curriculum, communication between professors is lacking and making it difficult because they no longer know what we’ve already been taught or not, which is making it difficult for some to build upon previous classwork (because sometimes we haven’t had it yet).

Mississippi State University

Positives:

· 2 years class, 2 years clinical experience
· MDL (multi-disciplinary lab) - you get an assigned desk that's yours all year. It's a nice little place to call your own at the vet school
· Parking is right out front
· Starkville is small enough that I spend more time studying than I would were I in a larger town/city
· The weather can be nice, especially the mild winters. Downside is the HOT humid summers.
· Everyone is like a big, friendly family
· Good class size (76-80)
· Entire fourth year spent doing a few more rotations, externships galore and electives (to get experience that may not be offered here)
· Surgery lab during 2nd year
· Half the class is out of state, so easy to bond with others feeling displaced in the deep south
· Decent gym on the main campus
· Homeware Bound program -- we save hundreds of dogs lives each year by sending them to cities with far less of an overpopulation problem
· We use local shelter dogs for our spay/neuter lab -- so we learn and help the shelters at the same time, with no terminal surgery!
· Terminal surgeries during elective rotations and critical care lab are OPTIONAL
· Only referral and emergency clinic around, so get the majority of those cases
· Entire town knows and respects the vet school and it's faculty and students
· Counseling connections on main campus are made available to us
· Try really hard to prepare us for being money and business-savvy
· 24 hour access, decent outdoor lighting
· Printing isn't free, a very good deal; lots of computer access in our library
· Don't have to pay for notes. Some are provided in packets, most are provided online and you print on your own dime.
· Finally have an oncologist, and should soon have an oncology department like most of the other vet schools!
· Rent is cheap, property is SUPER cheap.
· Big sib/little sib program; interview mentoring program; pizza party before your interview
· Some really great faculty, and they make themselves very available to us
· Cafeteria in the vet school with Chic-fil-a offerings and other yummies
· Flexible Dual-Degree program (Usually students would start their PhD before vet school, but it's in the process of changing. Some students are now starting vet school first).  You can pursue a masters or PhD even if not accepted into the dual-degree program when you first begin- you just won't get the same benefits (such as scholarships, tuition waivers) 
· Local Food Places (Sweet Tea and Barbeque are big)
· Awesome Gym on Campus 
· Small Class Size (Now 85)
· We do have an Oncology department now.
· You can adopt the pets you do surgery on
· 50% discount in the clinics for up to 5 of your pets (Does not include some testing/procedures. You drop them off before class and pick them up after, so it's really convenient for appointments)
· Attendance is not mandatory
· Parking passes are cheap 
· Computer use is allowed; most students take notes on theirs & you are required to have a laptop for some tests. 
· Great about setting up students with externships
· First and second years are allowed in the clinics at any time to watch/learn
· Easy transition into courses (The difficulty builds up over time; the first few test averages are really high)
· Premier imaging center (A place with MRI and CT machines shared by both medical doctors and veterinarians. They just have separate hours for the two.)
· You get a personalized cowbell and lab coat when you start.
· Clubs for everything on the main campus.
· Summer research program
· You can choose your lab groups 2nd year.
· Professors are friendly and willing to help
· Early entry program (For those of you who are still in high school and currently applying to colleges)

Negatives:

· Starkville is a small, southern college town
· The nearest Target is 1.5 hours away
· Have to agree to pay out-of-state tuition for all four years. No getting out of it.
· No exotics program, and they're rarely seen in the clinics
· No summer break after sophomore year -- but you get a break somewhere during the year, depending on your rotation
· A few too many pre-exam prayer sessions and conservatives.
· Surgery dogs are our responsibility for an entire week, every other week; that means walking, feeding, etc
· Small case load in some of the clinic
· Town is small, so you run into classmates and professors EVERYWHERE.
· They "force" us to attend all guest lectures and things of that sort, and chastise us like little children if we skip out.
· The classes here tend to have a younger average age than most schools, because the early entry program has a lot of people doing only 2-3 years of undergrad.
· Half the classes/professors have banned computer use during class
· A few really good restaurants, but if you're a food snob or like a big selection, you're out of luck
· TORNADOES
· Some "useless" classes; or more like, they could have been covered all together in one semester rather than being separate courses (ex: Professional development, preventative med)
· Start school a week or two earlier than most of the other vet schools (still get decent time off for the holidays and summer)
· Summer Financial Aid is offered, but you don't get it until mid-summer about a week after you start.
· Dress Code
· Not many banks
· Lack of many restaurant chains
· Diagnostic Center is small and located over an hour away, but they are working on improvement
· Lack of clothing stores
· You have to join SCAVMA to join other clubs
· You don't get to choose your lab groups first year
· One pet store in Starkville

University of Missouri

Positives:
· 2+2 program (start clinics in October of 3rd year)
· Lots of time available to spend in a clinical setting off-campus (two free blocks where you can do whatever you want (6-8 weeks each), two evaluated preceptorships (2 weeks each), and 10 weeks of electives that can be fulfilled at approved private clinics, the VMTH, etc.)
· All that time for externships/electives allows you to get experience in your field of choice (exotics comes to mind since the teaching hospital does very little of that)
· You get to choose one of your free blocks, so if you have a wedding, need to search for jobs in an area where a spouse has a job, etc. you can do that without worry
· Possible to get in-state tuition after the first year if you are not from MO
· Some jobs available in the VMTH, plus research positions available during the summers
· 24 hour swipecard access to the classrooms and VMTH
· Vet school is set to the side of main campus, and we have our own parking lot
· A strong orthopedic department (lots of collaboration with engineering departments and human physicians)
· Administration is fabulous and willing to help with any issue or request
· Exotics Symposium held here every two years run by a very active exotics club to help make up for the low exotics caseload in the teaching hospital
· Except for first semester, the majority of classes and the schedule change every 8 weeks
· Bookstore supplied with anything and everything we need
· Cafeteria with daily specials and weekly coupons online
· VPN allows you to access files at school without going back in
· CVM-wide dropbox allows you to upload files to share with classmates, or download files other people have put up there
· Majority of exams are on the computer and we have an unlimited supply of free ear plugs
· The administration is trying to and improve the interview experience
· Open house very much relies on the students, and we get free breakfast and/or lunch plus a t-shirt!
· Fantastic IT department who helps us with anything electronics-related
· Majority of lectures are recorded and posted during first year, some are during second year
· Friendly professors (certain ones host tailgates at every game, others just plain know everyone)
· Housing available close enough to walk or far enough to buy a house with land for their horses
· Football and other sports if you are into that
· KC and STL are only 2 hours away
· We have a mall 
· Housing is affordable and is incredibly pet-friendly
· Lots of outdoors activities (bike trails and hiking especially)
· Plenty to do (movie theaters, dog parks, coffee shops, restaurants, rec centers, huge public library, tailgates, plenty of places to drink and/or dance)
· Columbia is in between big city and small town
· We used to get two days off to go to SAVMA Symposium but this year they are testing out a day for MVMA and a day for SAVMA so who knows what they'll end up deciding
· Early clinics! We start in October of third year, so we get the equivalent of a whole semester more in the clinics than many schools
· We're on the main campus and one of the few (or maybe only) schools with a vet med, medical, law, and engineering school on the same campus. We still mostly keep to ourselves, though we have grad students in many of our classes too
· Pretty balanced caseload (except exotics, see below)
· Excellent for research! Mizzou is one of the few public research one institutions and there's a lot of cross research with the ag, biology, nursing, and medicine departments as well as strong departments in neurology, orthopedics, and laboratory animal pathology/medicine
good number of toys (CT, MRI, underwater treadmills for dogs and horses)
· They do seem like they try to have the classes be complementary sometimes, especially second year
· The new rec center was finished in 2005 and it's really nice
· Fun for a "smaller" town. Not uber cosmopolitan, but you have everything you really need in a town of a little under 100K. 
· A surprising amount of outdoor activities and it's reasonably dog friendly (no BSL, several dog off leash areas and hiking trails)
· A good mix of conservative and liberal folks
· Cheap price of living. A 1 bedroom apartment can be had for $400 a month pretty easy, or around $200-300 if you find roommates. Housing to buy is a good price too. A condo or a smaller fixer upper can be had at around 80-100K, with nicer little places in the 100-130K range. 
· Great for agriculture. Got a fabulous farmers market and I can do almost all my grocery shopping for fresh produce, meat, eggs, breads, etc there during the summer 
· 1.5-2 hour drive to both Kansas City or St. Louis if you want to go to the big city for the day

Negatives:
· No PBL!! Stuck in lectures allllll the time
· 6 week summers after first and second year because in the spring, we go for the normal semester plus another 8 weeks
· No electives available during classroom years except the block just before entering clinics
· Poor exotics caseload in the teaching hospital
· Library has crummy hours and no private study rooms
· Very few private study rooms in the school overall (there is one small study room, and other than that you use classrooms, restaurants, or peoples' houses as study places)
· First years are divided into two teams: one to sweep and mop the anatomy lab at the end of the day for a week and another to clean the microwaves/fridges at the end of a given week (you only have to do these once each, or maybe the anatomy team twice, but it was still frustrating to know how much we are paying and yet we are cleaning the facilities...)
· Crappily-run in-state interviews (they just don't make us feel loved like the OOS applicants, but like I said, the people in charge are listening to my friends and me so hopefully they will improve!)
· How many Wal-Marts do we need??? Seriously, there are 3 of them, and right next to each one is a Hy-Vee
· If you're into things like Trader Joe's, we don't have that
· The slides for histology were crap. I'm somewhat colorblind, so telling pink from purple from gray from blue is difficult on 20-30 year old faded slide sets. I think it's valuable to know how to use a microscope, but I think something like Virtual Microscope may be more clear for demonstration purposes
· The library SUCKS. The hours are inconvenient for late night studying and the decor hasn't changed since the 70s 
· We get some exotics stuff in the classroom, but pretty much no exotics anything at the teaching hospital, so you'll have to do externships, etc elsewhere
· Classrooms and the computer lab(s) are getting cramped, so when you want to study in the computer lab and there is another class having a test, you are kind of screwed because there is now usually overflow from the other one
· I wish we had more PBL than we do
· For a "small" town, we have a LOT of traffic. Everyone uses the main roads because the side roads are too small or too slow, so it's all slow during "rush hour." 
· If you're looking for a place, have someone who knows advise you on where to buy or rent because it can go from decent neighborhoods to the "ghetto" quickly and back again.
· People don't understand that going 15 mph under the speed limit is annoying 
Murdoch University
Positives:
Negatives:

North Carolina State University

Positives:

· Small class size (80) (small anatomy groups--lots of cadaver time)
· TAU (teaching animal unit = farm) right behind school with beef cattle, dairy cows, goats, sheep, horses, pigs & poultry. It is REALLY nice to have such easy access to these guys-especially when they're all having cute babies.  Also, the library looks out on the pastures.
Good cost of living
· Can get in state tuition pretty easily after 1 year (IS tuition is CHEAP!--comparatively)
· Anyone interested in research--this is a huge area for research-between the vet school, research triangle park, other institutions, it's pretty saturated.
· Great weather
· Good emergency load at the hospital
· Active clubs with lots of cool opportunities--pretty much anything you could want to do is happening, you just have to take advantage of it.
· Option to do volunteer shifts in the ICU and intermediate wards on a regular basis
· A lot of integrating cases into teaching
· The professors are pretty likeable
· A lot of neat travel/international opportunities and great student funding for travel/externships
· Pretty enthusiastic student body--a lot of people do a lot of activities
· Opportunities like foal team/colic team/large and small animal treatment crew to make a little money and get hands on experience.
· LOTS of bake sales
· Cool "big sib" program designed so students get a lot of support from people who have been there before.
· Everyone is so supportive of students (for those who might have had a frigid vibe from student services in the application process, this is NOT THE CASE once you start)
· Big lockers-can fit all kinds of crap in there.
· Full semester of companion animal behavior--this is really useful & interesting
· Class size isn't too big or too small (80 students)
· Didactic learning
· Library is bright and sunny and there are different kinds of study spaces in there
· TONS of ways to get involved no matter what your interests or personality
· Great small animal and equine caseload
· Hands-on animal contact starting the first semester (large and small)
· Great professors overall - you get one here or there that are boring or can't teach so great but mostly an awesome group
· Tuition is cheap, $11,000 per year
· Cafeteria is pretty good and pretty cheap
· Lunch meetings! Usually 3 to 5 per week with FREE food and awesome speakers at most of them.
· Parking garage only costs about $300 for an annual parking pass
· Separate from main campus - no undergrad craziness
· Housing is widely available for all tastes and price-ranges
· State Fair and the Farmer's Market are awesome!
· Southern food! Biscuits, fried chicken, sweet tea, BBQ, etc. And if you've never had a
· Cookout milkshake...ooof.
· RDU is close by and is a decent airport to use
· Raleigh is midway between the mountains and the beach
· UNC and Duke are each within 30 minutes of the vet school if you have a SO who is also looking at grad/professional schools
· Pretty safe area with everything you could ever want in driving distance
· Great exotics program. Exotics has their own separate ward and areas for reptiles, small mammals, avian, and sea turtles (they're extremely proud of this and you can get a LOT of experience with sea turtles if it's a particular area of interest for you). They collaborate with various aquariums and other sea turtle rescues on the coast where you can do externships. Exotics classes are also built into the curriculum and they have a small animal/exotics tracking option for your later years. Also lots of options for selectives with exotics.
· Selectives - one or two week period after exams where you choose an area of interest that you may not be as familiar with or that you just want to learn more about and you get to focus and gain in depth experience with that specific topic. No exams during this time, and students really seem to like this part of the curriculum.
· Because of selectives, you finish exams before Thanksgiving/Easter, which is a lot earlier than most other vet schools (but you also start classes earlier than other schools - orientation starts first week of August).
· NCSU is changing their curriculum to focus more on communication/PBL and small group discussions of case studies in place of some didactic material - could be a pro or con depending on you
· Brand new small animal hospital organized by specialty (oncology, neurology, surgery, cardiology, etc). Designed by the same architect who did UF's new hospital
· Parking garage on campus with plenty of spaces available. $327/year
· Cafeteria on campus if you're not a pack your own lunch kind of person
· Plenty of housing available and cost of living is relatively cheap
· Raleigh is pretty with tons of trees everywhere
· There are some great restaurants
· Raleigh may be spread out, but everything is easily accessible because of all the highways circling around and through the city. Really well organized place.
· A small exercise room on our campus
· They set up a system where main campus will send prescriptions over to our pharmacy
· Extracurricularly, we're also within easy reach of NAVC (which has several exotics tracks), the TN exotics conference, Penn special species and a bunch of smaller conferences.
· Volunteer with our exotics service, with the turtle rescue team, carnivore team, and a pretty active general exotics/wildlife/zoo club. Fourth year, we have rotations with the sea turtle hospital on the coast, Carolina raptor center, the lemur center, and the NC zoo/aquariums/rehab center
· Amazing anatomy faculty who come in after hours and on weekends to help 
· A BRAND new anatomy lab that will be built for next year's first years to better accommodate the 100 person class (the class size will not increase again in the foreseeable future -- out lecture halls only hold 100)
· Case based learning courses for those who learn that way and separate more traditional lecture courses for those who learn that way. 
· Second year surgeries, starting fall of 2nd year. 
· An AMAZING camaraderie. Our classes are close and our faculty is responsive. We have an amazingly strong SCAVMA presence that brings together the school. Our clubs have so many wet labs and lunch meetings it'll make your head spin. 
· Raleigh. It's a really cool little city. 20 minutes either way, you're in the country, but you're also right out by RTP and downtown Raleigh. Very unique place. 2 hours to the beach, 3 to the mountains. 
· Tracking. It allows you to focus in the areas you want progressively throughout your four years, while exposing you to a bit of everything. It's more of a guideline than a rule, because if you really have a good reason for wanting to do something differently, they'll usually work with you. You don't have to declare until your third year. 
· Our wellness centers allow fourth years to have some experience in GP for exotics, small animal, and large animal. We also have behavior rotations in the wellness clinic. 
· Discounts for students. We get awesome discounts through the school for like almost everything. I'm getting my dog's mass biopsied under general anesthesia, lab work done, and two PEs for 150ish. Hills and purina discounts on food. Product discounts too.

Negatives:

· The student body is more conservative than some schools
· No block schedule so tests constantly
· Disconnect from the main NCSU campus makes using those facilities
· 8am class every day 
· Somewhat clique-ish 
· No ambulatory large animal practice associated with the hospital-because we're somewhat urban, the concentration of nearby farms is ever dwindling
· Not a big ruminant case load in the LA hospital
· Not much equine sports med
· Soon expanding the class to 100 students...and some of our classrooms are cramped enough as it is (anatomy lab!!!)
· Food animal (especially in-house) cases can be low. Not great for dairy medicine especially.
· Aside from the library (which can get crowded) there aren't any great study spaces in school
· Temperature fluctuation in the classrooms is slightly ridiculous
· Didactic learning
· No university gym close to the vet school
· Very full schedules due to selectives weeks at the end of the semesters - you cram a LOT into a shorter time period than other schools
· HOT nasty summers - doing anything physical outdoors after about 8 am is grounds for heat exhaustion
· People can't drive here when it rains/snows/ices/clouds/is dark/turn lanes are involved/etc. 
· Sometimes the environment seems competitive. One year will have more than a few crazy/neurotic students that take grades a bit too seriously, and the next will be pretty chill and very supportive of each other. Other students said they didn't feel like there was competition and that their classmates were all very supportive and helpful.
· NCSU is changing their curriculum to focus more on communication/PBL and small group discussions of case studies in place of some didactic material
· Because of selectives, the core material is compressed into a shorter period of time and they have exams back to back
· Downtown Raleigh is more of a business district than anything else. The streets were kind of empty at night and it wasn't as eclectic and interesting of a place compared to other city centers.
· I didn't feel as drawn to Raleigh as I wanted to. It was spread out and full of residential areas. It seems like a nice place for families, but I didn't see myself there at this point in my life.
· Curriculum changes. We're the guinea pigs and they haven't totally figured it out, but it's making a bit more busy work in things like communications and problem solving courses. The kinks haven't all worked out. 
· Fighting with the licensing office and can't put our logo on shirts without paying royalties, which is a pain. 
· The large animal hospital isn't new, but it's getting target renovations and expansions. 

Ohio State University

Positives:

· Can apply for resident tuition next year
· Great school, nice facilities
· Curriculum includes Professional development - basically a 1 credit course on a variety of topics including stress, time management, finances, etc.
· Parking is right outside the building
· Parking pass is a hang tag, so carpoolers can share 1 tag between several cars
· 24 hr access to building
· Nice recreational facility/wall climbing
· Social worker available 24/7 (for when you finally have that meltdown)
· Faculty willing to go out of their way to help you. Office hours, appointments, or even to discuss cases with you at the teaching hospital even if you are a first year and miles away from clinics. They are also very motivational.
· Plenty of interesting opportunities for work study, research and summer programs
· Lots and lots of clubs to get a little more focused education/hands on experience
· Columbus is a pretty nice city! It's not overwhelmingly big or crowded and there is always somewhere to go. Plus there is the zoo and The Wilds
· Jane Woodland, our Financial Aid counselor is really really helpful for anything (before getting in with FAFSA and after with managing your loans)... and extra funds are easy to come by
· Facilities seem pretty top notch 
· We have a kick ass football team 
· Lots of free food opportunities and really interesting lunch lectures 
· I like the packet of notes... Def. makes it easier to keep up in class.
· One time only microscope fee
· Online histology slide sets and procedure videos (in case you always wanted to watch a step by step chest tube placement)
· Academically challenging
· Low cost of living 
· OSU as a whole is huge, but the facilities and resources are fantastic (gym, climbing wall, etc, etc)
· Quarter system 
· Free feeding program
· Free flea/tick products
· New semester curriculum. They worked on it for four years, and they've really thought everything out. We get hands on experience (a bit) starting first semester and they've added clinically relevant courses (clinical pathology) to the first semester as well. 
· Professors are amazing! Our anatomy professor invited us over to her house for Thanksgiving if we didn't have anywhere else to go. Especially with the semester conversion (we have one course being taught to both the first and second years), they are really willing to hear us out and address any problems/issues we are having.
· They're building a Subway in the hospital
· Can take electives starting second semester
· Third year is mostly lab based (so not 2+2 but pretty darn close) ie, surgery and anesthesia labs (spays/neuters), etc.
· Shelter rotation fourth year means lots of surgery experience (and a really active surgery club)
· They just hired a career counselor for us to help us with resumes/CVs/cover letters/interview skills/jobs after graduation. She's already been super helpful.
· They're starting to podcast more of our lectures, though it really depends on the professor.
· Lots of clubs/organizations = lots of hands on/extracurricular learning opportunities
Staff/faculty/administration is super friendly and approachable. 
· Lots of classmates with different experiences to bring to the table--we're really diverse!
· Semi-tracking? You get to declare a career area of emphasis which focuses your electives and gives you broader experiences in your clinical year but you are still required to go through rotations in areas you don't declare (everyone does SA, equine, FA, anesthesiology, ophthalmology, shelter med, etc. etc.)
· Can go hang out in the hospital whenever you want. Clinicians really like to explain cases and do informal rounds (we also have the opportunity to attend formal rounds for certain services, namely FA). 
· Higher caseload than a lot of other vet schools
· Lots of graduates means lots of alumni that want to hire OSU grads
· Some crazy well-known faculty with lots of connections 
· Our professors try to make things clinically oriented (in anatomy, for example, we'll learn what needs to be severed in order to do a spay instead of just memorizing where the suspensory ligament is located. Clin path is super clinically oriented--we have CBC quizzes where we get to work through a CBC and analyze it, and in the biochemistry section, our professor gives us little practice profiles throughout our notes to cement the material)
· 24/7 access to hospital/academic building/anatomy lab
· Lots of professors for one class gives you a lot of differing opinions. You really get the expert in the topic they are discussing.
· We get a day off for the OVMA's Midwest Vet Conference
· Lots of places to study at the vet school
· Don't need to go through traffic to get to the vet school 
· Every specialist on staff known to mankind 
· Opening new hospital 20 minutes away to see specialty/emergency cases 
· Professional development throughout curriculum (financial stuff, suicide awareness, interviewing, resumes, business, careers, etc.)
· Business certificate available through business club (developing business minor through business school...by summer 2013 I think)
· Separate Marysville large animal ambulatory rotation allows for a larger LA caseload
everyone in Ohio is SUPER NICE
· Class is only 8-3 most days (2nd semester classes start at 9)
· Our SCAVMA tries to raise money to pay for students' travel expenses to SAVMA conference

Negatives:

· Quarter system (not semesters) - this complicates everything. Plus you don't finish until June.
Can only leave for 3 weeks over the summer - so any externship must be in-state unless it is HIGHLY unusual (applies only if you are trying to gain state residency)
· Lockers are tiny; a normal book bag will not fit into them. It is also very crowded when everyone is trying to get to their locker at the same time (most people only keep anatomy clothes in lockers and keep their bags in the classroom)
· No easy access to the school on home football games and Saturdays in Football season are crazy in Columbus (in a fanatical and awesome kind of way)
· No live animal contact for first years (but clubs give you extra opportunities with some pretty cool wetlabs)
· Gets a bit cold in the winter
· Vet-med library closes at 8pm (there is a petition to stretch it to 10pm)
· Class of 140. Not too large but necessitates splitting up histology labs (and obviously someone always gets the early shift or has to stay later)
· Make you jump through hoops to get residency (including a new rule this year that you can only be out of the state for a cumulative 30 days your first year)
· Kill you first year with OOS tuition ($62,000)
· Lots of professors means lots of different teaching styles means lots of differing ways to test
· Airport is kind of tiny
· Traffic downtown/on highways can be tough during rush hour/all the time
· 20+ credits/semester
· Feel like guinea pigs since we are the first class on the new semester curriculum
· Wish we did a bit more cat anatomy (though there is an elective on feline anatomy you can take later on)
· Hospital is a bit old, though some parts were recently renovated
· Class size is a bit overwhelming at times. There are people that I still don't recognize from my class.

Oklahoma State University

Positives:

· Smaller class size
· Excellent all around education/ no tracking but still plenty of opportunities for all interests including active ZEW club
· Lots of labs for clubs, but can be more competitive to get into for equine/FA. Like anything, will equals a way if you really want to go
· Everything is in one corner of university campus, Lecture hall right beside animal hospital. Interaction with undergrad is only if you want to go to that side of campus.
· 24 hour access to school
· All lectures (except occasional clinicians/ 1 first year teacher who may or may not retire soon) recorded
· Hands on experience starts first year first semester with basic animal science/behavior class including doing goat castrations
· Access to hospital is also always open to all students, so invites to attend rounds and shadowing is worth taking advantage of early
· Exceptional office staff takes care of you. Anna, Joyce and Robin are simply marvelous. Everyone is always willing to lend an ear or a hand. 
· Access to the Colvin Center is free for students with tons of free classes and events for health and fitness as well as some cheap ones for the more adventurous as well as IM sports
· Research opportunities are available for those interested. NIH/Merial summer research program is a good way just to explore what it is like for those who never had any experience with it. It is a paid summer job and is open to anyone to try it out for three months. 
· Dual candidate for DVM/PhD, which is available after second year should anyone feel like it is a career path
· If you like parasitology, we have an excellent program with one of the premier professors in Dr. Little
· Good FA and equine opportunities
· Cheap living
· Small city 

Negatives:

· Older classroom for 1st year. Uncomfy seats and a little too cozy for my liking
· No food options on vet side of campus. You have to bring food or venture a ways off
· Rough transition from third year and fourth year rotations and information set up
· Not that much diversity in culture. We have clubs supporting this, but it is mostly OK and surrounding state demographics here. (This also includes food options. Ethnic food stuffs is better sought out in OKC)
· We had a high failure rate for first years, but this is being addressed through hiring students as tutors as soon as trouble is spotted and was fairly successful this past semester. 

Ontario Veterinary College

Positives:

· Small class size (~120) so you get to know all your classmates and profs well, lots of camaraderie and really feels like we're all in it together. Everyone tries to help each other out to make sure we all advance to the next year as a cohort and graduate on time.
· All of the clinicians at OVC that I've worked with are wonderful, extremely supportive, and great teachers. They all want to see you succeed and know that you're still learning and are very patient with you. The interns and residents are great. I've loved 4th year because of this opportunity to work with all the clinicians.
· Lots of fancy toys. I'm sure this is standard for most teaching hospitals but OVC has a CT, MRI, laparascopic and endoscopic equipment; does fluoroscopy, nuclear medicine, radiation therapy, etc. We also perform interventional radiology procedures, which I recently learned is not performed at every vet school!
· Guelph is a lovely town, lots of greenery and it's beautiful in the summer. Tons of biking/hiking trails, parks, extremely dog friendly town. Very safe too since the population is mostly made up of either students or families.
· OVC as a whole feels very much like its own community. There are spirit days (between the years), hockey competitions (between years and also students vs. faculty), fundraising competitions, etc.
· Lots of opportunities to work at OVC during the school year or (more commonly) over the summer, which is a great way to get to know clinicians/profs and network.
· We have a very high first-pass rate for the NAVLE (~98-99%). I feel like the school curriculum prepared me well.
· Campus food can be expensive but really good for cafeteria food. Guelph consistently wins awards every year across Canada for having the best campus food.
· I like that we can stream in 4th year (SA, mixed, equine, food animal) - you can pick all SA rotations if you like, or all equine, or a mix of both. I haven't touched a horse/cow since the end of 3rd year vet school and couldn't be happier about it.

Negatives:

· I don't like that OVC is on a term rather than a semester schedule. I was used to being semester in undergrad and preferred it that way. You have midterms in December and then 8-12 final exams in April.
· OVC does not have a dermatology or dentistry service. Fortunately there are 2 boarded veterinary dentists in Guelph, and they both take on 4th year students for external rotations. And there are boarded dermatologists in Guelph and Toronto that also take on students.
· Being in class from 8:30-5:30 (with a 12:30-1:30 lunch break) M-F sucks
· OVC has 4th year final exams
· International student tuition is $50k+ annually.
· The weather can be a shock if you're not used to cold and snow.
 
Oregon State University

Positives:

· Small class size, means you get to do more
· Small class size - everyone knows everyone (faculty know you by name)
· Parking close to the school (and LOTS of it)
· 90% of the faculty are dedicated to their students
· Online notes! Yeah!
· Some classes are hands-on with animals (labs, palpations, etc)
· 24 hour access
· Incredible anatomy prof - makes the class fun and you learn a lot
· Ah, heck, good profs in MOST classes, esp. first year
· Close location to many zoos, rehab centers, and the aquarium, all of which work with the school and many have adjunct faculty

Negatives:

· We don't get to do much in the clinic out of club time (exception is foal/colic team and treatment crews)
· Game days means we lose our parking lot! (Positive: show your badge and you get in)
· New school - curriculum still be organized and figured out
· We also don't get our exams back
· Quarter term – boo

University of Pennsylvania

Positives:

· Caseload at the hospitals is one of the highest out there, so you'll learn a ton in clinics and get to see some crazy stuff
· Lots of clubs with hands-on activities and wetlabs pretty much going on every weekend
· The student body is pretty diverse. We have a lot of 2nd career students and people from a variety of backgrounds
· All the lectures are recorded, so if sitting in class is not your thing you can listen to the lectures later. 
· Most of the professors put their stuff online, but they also give us handouts for all their lectures.
· Accepts a larger number of out-of-staters
· Free notes for class
· History - if you're into that, I think Old Vet is beautiful and I love classroom A and that vet students have been sitting in that room for the past 100 years or something learning veterinary medicine
· Almost everything you need is within walking distance: the gym, the grocery store, Wawa, restaurants etc. etc.
· Room A
· 800 different lunch trucks to choose from within two blocks of the school.
· New Bolton
· Kennett Square
· Dr. Richardson incessantly mocks your least favorite (or favorite) classmates and is a phenomenal surgeon. 
· LUNCH TALKS 
· Laminitis research
· Split campuses - huge and unique caseload in the city, huge and high profile caseload with beautiful, bucolic scenery just an hour away. 
· Large Animal Block  
· Dr. Sertich - I doubt anyone else enjoys teaching about mare's repro tracts so much.
· Job/networking opportunities abound. 
· Student discount. Cost of materials only for basics. 
· Classmates. most of them are pretty amazing, and no, not snobby 'Penn-we's 
· General and Systemic Pathology.
· CAL sites for histo and neuro
· Big name
· Can work in the hospital the first two years
· Beautiful new building with library, lecture halls
· Crazy/interesting cases that you won't get in rural area
· Students give test boxes w last year's exams.
· Big Sib program
· Very laid-back, noncompetitive 
· 2 years to apply for VMD/PhD program
· Connected to med school - easy to find research
· Students socialize.  The school is surrounded by other schools. If you want to branch out from your 125 classmates, it's really easy to do so.
· New MPH program centered around global health issues
· Flexible electives and rotations can do alternative electives over the summer for credit so you can gear your education towards what you want.
· There are on-line resources available in Anatomy, Histology and Neurology so far. They are sometimes very useful and sometimes not so much. 
· Printing. you get 500 pages free printing a year. Pay for the rest. 
· IT help: I have found them to be pretty helpful.
· If you get seriously ill, this is a great place to find yourself. If you get the student Insurance you will get pretty good coverage at one of the best Health systems around. Hopefully you will never need it, but you never know. Free rabies shots, free vaccines (including flu), with a lot of good services.
· West Philly is actually a cool, older neighborhood. And it is pretty in some sections. 
· We have some really great professors who are enthusiastic about teaching and want to present the material in a clinically relevant way
· There's a GREAT dog park in Fitler Square, it has separate gated areas for small and large dogs and it gets pretty busy when it's nice out... I went yesterday and there were a bunch of people there. It's called the Schuylkill River Dog Run, and the website is www.Phillyfido.net. That's also an awesome area to live
· Biking distance to Penn, walking distance to the free Drexel shuttle for students (Penn students can take it)
· You start with 2.5 years of classroom work. During this time you do have a decent choice of electives, and start spending a significant amount of time in the hospitals second year. After the first 2.5 years there is a "large animal block" and "small animal block" that is all electives. You can take both blocks, one block and do clinical rotations during the other one, or if you really want to and are really proactive with your schedule, you can skip both blocks and go straight to clinics.
· The schedule is 9-5 first semester first year, then goes to 9-3 or 9-4 for a few semesters, then first semester third year is all over the place since half your schedule is electives.
· The large animal hospital is gorgeous and has all the toys and then some. They see very expensive, fancy horses and if you want to work with show or race horses I think you'd be hard pressed to find a better place.
· They have a working dairy and pig raising farm, and a food animal field service that does farm calls. Our food animal clinicians are the nicest people in the world, pretty much
· The small animal hospital has all the toys and a ton of amazing doctors. They have specialists of every kind that I can think of and they do crazy stuff like kidney transplants and dialysis.
· The hospital clinicians are almost all very nice and good teachers.
· Early on people socialized more in big groups at bars... now it is mostly in smaller groups with an occasional class event. If you like pre-planned vet student events, they are definitely available. If you prefer to spend time in smaller, less drunken groups, that is totally cool and you won't be an outcast. Some people live with other vet students; most people study/socialize with other vet students. 
· Pretty much everyone has pets. The landlords around the school are used to vet students and most let you have pets. If you have a pit bull (as many people do) it can be a little harder but still very doable.
· As of now we get significant amounts of free Frontline, Advantage(tix), and Revolution. We still get a free bag of Purina once a month.
· Student health is wonderful, and free, and wonderful.
· Our student affairs folks are cool and they help as much as they can. They can set up tutoring for you too.
· There are also a lot of amazing restaurants and people and things to do. If you want restaurants and bars and clubs and museums and art and culture, it's awesome.
· Prospective students tend to worry a lot about the crime. If you're going to be in Philly, the Penn campus is the safest place to be. For the most part, the bad things happening are not happening to students. Unless you are involved in drugs or living in a really bad neighborhood it's unlikely that you'll ever have an issue
· Penn is a great environment if you are interested in research. Not just the vet school, but the med school is among the top few in the country, and has a ton of funding (the med school, definitely not the vet school). It is not hard to find projects.

Negatives:

· Pretty impersonal your first couple of years.
· Not a lot of official handling of live animals the first two years.
· They really don't put forth any effort to hook you up with jobs or summer opportunities, except research-related ones.
· Cost - Penn is expensive even for instate
· West Philly.
· First year professors.  
· A select few of my classmates.
· Clinical Pathology.
· Bigger class size (125)
· New Bolton Center is a full hour away
· Classrooms in old building are REALLY old
· Crime
· Some elitism 
· Gym needs to be paid for and loaded with undergrads
· The test box seemed like a wonderful thing from the outside looking in. Unfortunately, you can get a crap test box that has little in it, and then you are either begging around to see other's box or you end up not bothering b/c you just don't have the time. In addition, this year none of us get our exam questions back in any class so this will be of dubious value for c/o 2015 forward.
· Big sib program is also pretty variable. If you are lucky enough to get someone who really cares then it is great, again, if you get stuck with a sib who doesn't even bother to meet you for almost a month and does nothing more than give you a crappy test box, then not much valuable here. There are a lot of good sibs but maybe equally as many 2nd years who are too busy to bother helping in any way. 
· There are just a couple of professors who have opted out of the taping program for some bizarre reasons. Usually the files are available within a day or two.
· This is not a very progressive place at all, and change is strongly resisted here. There is a new referral hospital opening in center city and they are going to eat Penn's lunch. The hospital is poorly run and losing money and slow and expensive.
· Other professors who seem like they couldn't care less about teaching or are so deeply steeped in their own research projects that they have no idea how to present the material so that it is relevant or interesting to us.
· They really toss you off the deep end in your first semester. It is a rough transition for people without as much of a science background (and those with a science background tend to hit a wall later on when they can't rely on prior exposure anymore). It's a tough curriculum. I get that its grad school and we shouldn't need hand-holding, but it's very hard to get seen by the counseling center at all as a vet student, and most professors first year just tell you to study more if you're having trouble.
· Living in this city is expensive if you're used to a smaller city or basically anywhere that's not New England or California
· The large animal hospital is about an hour away from the main campus.
· It’s an urban school and it shows. I think if you're 100% dead set on being a food animal vet you might be happier at somewhere with more of a food animal focus.
· The small animal hospital is kind of weirdly organized and I don't think it's very pretty,
· There is general atmosphere among the school administration specifically (not the hospital) of lack of accountability. If a professor is being unfair, or class materials are not being properly distributed, or professors are routinely running the class way overtime... people just kind of throw up their hands. The big-dean is way hands-off and won't even say hi to you or answer emails. The other deans are super nice, and they try, but they don't have any control over the course organizers or professors. Basically if someone is bringing in $$$ via research or clinical practice, they can't do anything about treating students terribly.
· The counseling center gives vet students the run-around since we're "too busy" to make it to appointments (you'd think that would mean we need counseling more?!). I know several people who really struggled to get psych help when they needed it.
· It's a big city. There's a lot of concrete, a lot of trash, and a lot of homeless folks sleeping on the sidewalk.
· If you need green spaces and peace and quiet, not so awesome.
· If you're coming from a very friendly area like I was, it's a culture shock to get used to people here.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Purdue University

Positives:

· Easy to get around town
· Decent rec center, and they're building a new one
· Vet school is right next to main campus
· Very nice teaching hospital
· Chicago is 2 hours away, Indianapolis is 1 hour
· West Lafayette is not super busy, traffic isn't too bad
· Campus is easy walk, and they are working on being bike friendly (exercise caution when riding bike)
· Purdue and the Lafayette have a great bus system. It's free with your student ID.
· Campus is beautiful all the time.
· The Co-Rec is brand new for those who are fitness inclined, and it's included in your tuition costs. Only about a 15 minute walk from the school.
· Everything you need is included in a fancy computer you buy before matriculation. See con below. 
· Application and Integration courses you take in the first couple of years are great. You start working and diagnosing cases in your first month, using knowledge you gain in your other courses. 
· The staff and faculty are more than willing to do as much as they can to help you succeed, and this is a University-wide thing. There's free counseling through CAPS, if you have a learning disability, arrangements can be made for exams and such through the Disability Resource Center. 
· Purdue has its own Fire and Police Department. They're all really nice. 
· There's also a Safewalk program, if you're living on or near campus. It's a free service that'll send a trained student or students to walk home with you if you don't feel safe or just want some extra company.
· Work with animals almost immediately. They introduce you to proper handling, restraint, husbandry, blood draws, etc. your first semester there. The practice is extremely useful, especially for people like me that had never even touched a cow until starting school there. 
· Overall everyone is really nice and accommodating. 
· You can be in the building at all hours of the day practically. 11 pm study session? No problem!
· They don't force you choose a track immediately so you can pick and choose as you go along. Which is awesome for undecided people.

Negatives:

· West Lafayette is kinda boring, and Lafayette (right next door) is a dump
· Not much in terms of restaurants
· Social life means Walmart
· The vet school does not return exams
· Some of the vet profs are really old school (stuck in the dark ages)
· Parking is terrible
· During football season, parking is worse
· EXTREMELY CONSERVATIVE
· They are getting really tight with the printing
· There are a lot of international students that get busted for driving without a license
· They like to polish the sidewalks with their weird snow brushes in the winter. Be aware of ice patches.
· Parking is always a pain. There is a C lot a 10-15m walk from the school or if you time it right there is a bus that will take you from lot to school in 5m.
· You have to buy a brand new computer from the school that costs ~$2400. It's a mandatory luxury, so doesn't really factor into your loans and you have to order it before loans come in out of pocket. 
· There are a few rental properties to watch out for, specifically Granite and BK Management.
· The buses can be unreliable; there is a phone app you can use to track where a bus is immediately.
· PAA small number of courses seem to be very unorganized making it much more difficult to learn. Like, the order of courses you take should be rearranged. Luckily it’s just one or two of them.
· Probably not the best school for exotics. 

University of Queensland

Positives:

Negatives:

Ross University

Positives:

Negatives:

Royal Veterinary College

Positives:

Negatives:

University of Saskatchewan

Positives:

Negatives:

St. George’s University

Positives:

· Lots of fantastic clubs to join
· Lots of hands on experience available
· Good professors that want you to succeed
· Tutoring sessions available for every class weekly
· Everyone supports everyone here 
· Powerpoints/notes handed out for classes
· Free printing
· Administration is great (The NY office is awesome)
· Stunning campus
· It's in the Caribbean. We get to bask on the beach when we're not up to our eyes in exams.

Negatives:

· Private loans. blegh.
· Expensive.
· Flying here is expensive and a long way for some of us. (Don't take Liat!)
· Extremely difficult for spouses/partners to find jobs here. 
· If you go out to eat, expect to wait a few hours for food
· The gym is... sucky.

St. Matthew’s University

Positives:

Negatives:

University of Sydney

Positives:

Negatives:

University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Positives:

· Located in the same building as the teaching hospital, so you can (and are encouraged to) go down there at lunch.
· Knoxville is big enough that it's a little more than just a university town. (Also, it doesn't get super cold here.) 
· The mountains are close by and there are lots of opportunities for outdoor adventures.
· The exotics program/hospital. (We have multispecies medicine third year, an exotics ward, and two zoo vets.)
· Good feeding programs--Hills, Natura, and Purina free every month. We also do Oxbow and Lefaber. Dermapet as well.
· Hands on with live animals from first semester--including horses, cattle, dogs, and cats.
· Lots of practical labs second year. (Urinary catheters on cadavers, gen path specimens, running bloodwork and UA, sedating horses, etc.)
· Some problem-based learning. (1-2 weeks every semester)
· Clinical exposure in years 2 and 3. (We get to go down to clinics for a week and pretend to be a fourth year.)
· Professors are friendly and definitely know everyone's name.
· Great clubs.
· Summer research opportunities here in Knoxville. (And they're paid!)
· Brand new wing on the small animal hospital. (Bigger oncology, exotics, and PT.)
· Lots of toys: MRI, CT, radiation oncology, nuclear medicine (large and small), hyperbaric chamber for horses, digital radiographs.
· Semester system.
· Surgery during first semester of second year
· Anesthetist for fourth year repro labs during the semester
· Second year curriculum is well-coordinated, so we are learning about the same body system in multiple classes. It makes you study for everything all the time.
· Amazingly helpful and supportive upperclassmen (especially the second years)
· A large cat sanctuary, Tiger Haven, less than an hour away, and they usually have animals here about once a week. 
· We don't just have great professors; we have really great administration and staff too. Our dean knows (almost) all of us by name, although he has this slightly annoying habit of patting me on the head like a dog on occasion (at least he doesn't punch us like he does the menfolk!), and he's really friendly and is available if you ever need him. He was also totally down with someone dressing as him for Halloween. All the secretaries are really friendly too.
· The Knoxville zoo has a contract with UTK for all of its veterinary needs. So we get a lot of opportunities there.
· A lot of the clinicians teach classes second and third year, which means that they at least recognize you when you go into clinics.
· Microscope labs are done with computers, not microscopes - I get so tired of looking through the microscopes, and this just makes it so much easier. You can zoom at the click of a button.
· Physical Diagnosis is a really cool class, and we've learned how to do a lot of stuff like handling techniques, how to do physical exams, pilling, etc.
· Lots of free food (people food) from food and drug representatives and others. Some weeks there will be 1 lunch meeting, sometimes 4 in one week. You just have to sit through the hour long lecture about the drug, but they cater some really good food at those things.
· Never had trouble getting a close parking spot before 9. 
· On game days just tell them you’re a vet student and they let you park wherever.
· An agricultural/vet medicine library right in our building.
· Smallish classes and close-knit community
· Great zoo/exotics program and hosts symposium every other year
· Excellent radiology program
· Low cost of living including car registration
· Brand. New. Large. Animal. Hospital. Top of the line surgery suites and recovery areas for equine AND large animal, indoor equine arena, equine underwater treadmill, in house farrier, separate wings for camelids (lots of alpacas and llamas in the area), swine, small ruminants, and large ruminants. Also, all students are invited to join equine rounds on Tuesdays and Thursdays and large animal rounds on Wednesdays, which is a great way to get to know the faculty as well as the facilities.
· Small animal hospital is really neat too, rehab clinic with a pool and an underwater treadmill for dogs, super fancy MRI, CT machines, very neat oncology dept. Also, community practice is where students can take their pets for check-ups, vaccines, and routine surgery for a discounted rate.
· Exotics department is very active. They do a lot of work for the Knoxville Zoo and there is a big cat rescue that brings a lot of big cats here for procedures that students are able to observe.
· Everyone here wants you to succeed. The teachers will come in on their own time (weekends/evenings) to hold study sessions before tests. We also have student led review sessions and a google drive where people will post their notes. At the beginning of the year, we are paired up with a second year student (our 'big sib') and they give us old notes, study guides, old exams, and lots of encouragement.
· Small class size (85 give or take) and the dean is not increasing it anytime in the foreseeable future. Also, anatomy labs are split now so it isn't the whole class in the lab all at once.
· Very active clubs. There is a club for almost everything here and a lot of them have really cool wet labs. There is also a spay/neuter lab with cadavers, an equine lameness wet lab, there was even a paddle boarding trip with the environmental club. And speaking of necropsy, there are gross path rounds pretty much every day (when necropsy gets cool stuff) where the pathologists show us cool tumors, diseases, parasites, abnormal organs, etc.
· 3 malls, something like 1500 restaurants, extremely dog friendly downtown (restaurants have outdoor seating for you to eat with your dog), plus there is a lot of outdoor activities in the area: hiking, whitewater rafting/kayaking, rock climbing (esp around Chattanooga), and skiing (though it isn't so good in Gatlinburg). There are also a couple of greenways right in front of the vet school that I like to run that are pretty busy and I feel safe on.
· You can hire an upperclassman to tutor you. You just need to see the dean about it and he arranges for a tutor. You could probably also ask your Big Sib for some one on one help from time to time.

Negatives:

· It's usually hard to find parking after nine. 
· We also lose the lots on game days. (RV parking)
· Large animal hospital needs updating, but we heard it from accreditation and have 2 years to fix it, so it will be brand new by the time some of you come through.
· The classrooms can be cramped.
· Clinic isn't paperless. Come on--it's the 21st century people!
· They take a REALLY LONG TIME to get back to you with admissions. I know it's frustrating, but just be patient! It's totally worth it 
· Anatomy lab is, essentially, a dog and a book, with one professor for 95 students. I really think they should get (and pay) second years who got an A in anatomy and use them as TAs or something, because it's really not helpful to be waiting around for fifteen minutes while the professor works his way towards you. 
· They make lecture powerpoints available, but they work from their printed notes, which are only available on paper. I mean, they're typed, they should be digital, right? I don't understand the hold-up here.
· We are transitioning to larger class sizes and currently, the infrastructure isn't really there.
· First year classroom needs updating but current budget cuts mean that's probably out.
· Pay for printing the library (it's only 2 cents a sheet, but it can add up if you're printing power points).
· Knoxville is a small city - like really small. And it swells with football season. So traffic sucks with football
· Weather – it’s just nasty enough to get things like hail but isn't super bad
did I mention it's a small city?
· some adjustment needed to parts of the small animal hospital
· Some facility adjustment needed for the first 3 years of school - not sure if this has been dealt with or not, but our classroom was in bad shape and needed an update 
· Football. Game days pretty much shut down campus and it is hard to come study at the vet school before, during, or for 2 hours after a football game. It's just on Saturdays though, Sunday is back to normal.
· Parking is expensive. A parking tag is around $180 for the year and the parking lots around the vet school are open to undergrads as well. It isn't usually a problem though except on the rare days when class doesn't start until after 10am.
· The classrooms are a little bit on the old side. They are completely functional and all the technology is up to date, they just aren't as pretty as some other schools. The second year classroom is on the other side of the parking lot from the vet school and it is pretty up to date and nice looking. There is a plan to build a new auditorium for the vet school.
· It very rarely snows here, even though it is cold enough.
· It is pretty much impossible to gain residency here if you are out of state.

Texas A&M

Positives:

· Relatively small class size (~120)
· Faculty will get to know you by name. Very friendly bunch. Also faculty are very involved as all organizations require two faculty members to sponsor that organization, which for animal related organizations leaves the obvious choice as to where people will look. 
· Parking close to the school. The main lot, 36, pretty much surrounds half the vet school. More on this in negatives.
· Faculty are dedicated to their students
· Mix of online and packets for notes. Prefer packets myself
· Some classes are hands-on with animals (labs, palpations, etc)
· Rec center with indoor racquetball courts, rock wall, indoor walking track (loops around the third story of the rec center so you can look down on all the people/up at the people climbing the wall), indoor and outdoor swimming pools (Olympic size; indoor has lanes, outdoor is freestyle), indoor basketball/badmitton/archery ranges/etc. Only real problem is sometimes machines are full but I reckon that's everywhere.
· In some classes you get your tests back. In fact, there's a couple classes that post the test key out in the hall so you can just go by whenever.
· LOTS of clubs, wetlabs, activities, class events, organized parties. There is always something going on, times to get hands on experience, always free food somewhere, always organized "socials" where you meet clinicians, and of course organized "stress relief" = bar hopping & parties. So much so that they actually have to put a cap on how many clubs you are allowed to join per year. 
· There are 2 parking lots, so parking is always easy.
· 24 hour access with your swipe card
· Profs will bend over backwards for you, drop everything for you, come in during a hurricane to set up labs for you.
· Mentor/Mentee program that will hand you down books/equipment/notes. You also have a faculty Mentor assigned to you, who takes you out to lunch and commiserates with you.
· The large animal/equine facilities are so sexy! I mean, they are just simply phenomenal, state of the art.
· We have the end-all say-all guys of cloning: Dr. Duane Kraemer, & Dr. Katrin Hinrichs, both of whom will teach you in 1st year.
· Free printing.
· Free pet food.
· Discount card for local businesses (it’s called a VIP card - so posh!)
· Free counseling...and he stays up here until 9pm during the week, and has hours on the weekends
· You are supported/encouraged to go to conferences/clinics etc. that interfere with classes, and we have a travel fund that will pay for it.
· Annual trips to the Corpus Christi aquarium where you can do a dolphin necropsy.
· There are more bars per capita than anywhere else in the USA.
· Weather is fantastic.
· 2 hours from Austin, 1 hour from Houston, 2 hours from the beach
· Real estate and rent is DIRT cheap. 2bed/2bath apt 5 minuets from the vet school costs $450/month
· Plenty of boarding facilities that are reasonably priced
· There are infinite possibilities for mentors, even outside of the Mentor/Mentee program and the assigned faculty mentors. Granted, you have to find these people on your own time, but it's not that difficult. I've found a lab animal, food animal, wildlife, exotics (avian), and public health mentor so far. As for the Mentor/Mentee program, it's mostly great (see negative). There's the opportunity to get back old quizzes, tests, notes, and so forth. The assigned faculty mentors can also be mostly great. You get treated to a nice meal 3-4 times a semester.
· Any kind of field within the profession that you are interested in--A&M has it. I've yet to find someone who wanted to pursue a certain path that couldn't find guidance or a professor/clinician that was happy to take them under their wing.
· Hands on experience pretty much starting week one, thanks to clinical correlates. You learn to place catheters, draw blood, do full physical exams, give vaccines, and practice basic suturing patterns.
· We have shared network where students add old material, course outlines, externship experiences, course material, etc. I love it. Also, most professors record their lectures via Camtasia. It's nice.
· We haven't been that lucky with our exam schedule this year, but it's usually no problem to go attend conferences/lectures/etc. during class time. We have the TVMA that holds a conference every year and is free to students (we're actually considered TVMA members right off the bat!) and is hosted in Arlington or College Station. .
· Weather is mostly fantastic (except when it rains and parts of campus flood).
· Building a BRAND NEW school that'll be complete May 2016 (boo, we only get to use it for one year). It's supposed to have a gym and food court, which'll be pretty sweet. It'll be right next to the Large Animal Hospital.
· On-site diagnostic laboratory (TVMDL) which is subsidized by the state, which = very affordable lab work. And it's right next to the school, though they are going to be building a new facility here soon, but it'll be just down the street.

Negatives:

· Lot 36, which surrounds about half the vet school, is open to anyone. So there's a wait list. And anyone can get a permit to park there, so you're competing with faculty, staff, and people who work at TVMDL (which is about 20 feet from the vet school). Also it's a PIA to get out of as there's two exits for such a ginormous lot.
· A&M seems to be scared of "the internets" so some profs won’t let you bring a computer into class. 
· Have to share the library with med students. Our library can get a bit crowded.
· The cafeteria exists but the menu is limited, expensive, not very healthy, and repetitive.
· The small animal clinic is dungeon-like. Tiny, crowded, not very sexy at all. They're fixing this soon. Everything other than large animal is not quite state of the art.
· There are plenty of clubs, wetlabs, etc., but the competition for small animal hands on opportunities is fierce. Spaces fill up super-fast. You are not allowed to speak during small animal rounds. Large animal however is super friendly, laid back, we practically do rounds with a beer in one hand and pizza in the other it’s so casual. Small animal clinicians tend to be uptight.
· We're transitioning over to take most everything (exams, assignments, quizzes) on ExamSoft
· School is shared with undergrads.
· The Mentor/Mentee program can be hit or miss. So mentors are amazing, while others haven't even met their mentee in person. It's kind of luck of the draw, I guess. I hope to be an awesome mentor to someone!
· Traffic for such a tiny town can be HORRENDOUS. Seriously. Too many people with too many cars for the amount of space. Expect lots of accidents.

University of Tokyo

Positives:

Negatives:

Tufts University

Positives:

· Kumar is most amazing anatomy prof ever (also a really great guy)
· Plus we have super awesome 2nd year helpers that organize mock practicals and review sessions
· All of our professors are pretty awesome and available to students
· Our dean is also super available to students and wants to listen to our input and it usually actually makes a difference
· Dogs/cat for anatomy lab are through donor program, no buying of purpose bred animals we're working on getting donated ponies too, we have 2 as of right now
· New campus center/lecture hall is awesome with lots of student study areas (one with a fireplace) an awesome cafe/catering service and a really nice new gym
· Huge caseload in both small and large animal hospitals
· Plus student technician teams allow even lowly 1st years a chance to get in there early
· Top notch specialists/clinicians/surgeons
· Small class size (86ish) and we even have 10 boys!!
· You can manage to have some fun while still keeping the expected grades
· Problem based learning once a week for most of the 1st semester 
· live dog labs in anatomy means we also get to touch live animals as well as learn how to do a neuro, optho, and dental exam
· Parking is something like $5 a year and is available really close to most of the places we have class in
· All syllabi/lecture notes are available online
· Big sib program is great
· We start clinics in spring of third year
· Our campus is separate from all the other Tufts colleges, it's just us vet students, some masters students, some researchers, and the hospital 
· Early intro to clinical stuff: clinical skills class once a month starting first semester of first year, work opportunities (for pay) for students in both hospitals, ‘selectives’ program that gets you clinical or research experience (and/or gets you relationships with area clinics/researchers)
· Strong 1st year anatomy program: several guest anatomy lab lecturers have said they were very impressed with the depth of our program, the range of animals we work with, etc.
· PBL component augments traditional lecture-based curriculum
· Supportive faculty, staff and administration
· Supportive students: 2nd and 3rd years frequently hold review & tutoring sessions for 1st years prior to big exams
· Collaborative environment: we really help each other learn the material
· Diversity in student experience: some of our classmates come from very different backgrounds and have some varied experiences, both professional and personal, to share
· A lot of continuing education stuff by way of lunchtime lectures, evening lectures, etc.
· Massachusetts and New England, in general, are on-the-whole very liberal and open-minded places to live.
· 2nd years in hospital have the opportunity to observe third and fourth years
· Nice facilities
· Small/large hospitals interconnected
· Indoor corridor for equine lameness evals
· Lots of small animal experience in first two years
· Wildlife clinic
· Signature/certificate programs
· Popular ambulatory service
· Various opportunities to get involved with clubs and extracurriculars on campus (business club, global solutions club, diversity club)
· Strong equine program (seems subjective)
· No crime
· Tufts students are very internally motivated and intelligent, and many of them are gunning for residencies and want to be at the top of the class.  This can be annoying at times, but I have never felt as though another student was trying to hurt me (whether it be on a test or in front of professors/vets). At Tufts you do not need to worry about a competitive environment. Students here share study guides and post helpful things on facebook 
· It never feels like we’re getting enough clinical experience but I think Tufts does a better job than most schools at trying to integrate hands-on experiences before clinics start. For example, you take a course called Clinical Skills 1st-3rd year where you work with live animals. Most of it is focused on large animals but it’s a great change from lecture. A few examples of the things we do in clinical skills include: learning to tie up cow front and hind feet, getting the basics of a neuro exam on dogs and horses, ultrasound basics, and drawing blood from sheep. 
· Tufts also has a Selectives program, which gives us Tuesday afternoons of the first two years to shadow vets or do whatever you want as long as you can get credit for it
· Most people live near the campus in North Grafton and housing is cheap compared to cities. For reference, most people pay between $500-800 a month
· All professors I’ve known are very willing to help outside of class
· Tufts as a school does not want students to fail, therefore they will do what they can to make sure you don’t. However, you need to be proactive in getting help. When you speak with administration faculty individually, they are generally understanding. 
· My first year was fairly awful but Tufts is revamping the first year curriculum and professors—and I can say from talking to current first years they are WAY happier than I was at that time 
· At least in the New England area, everybody knows the Tufts name and owners think you’re super smart if you say you went to Tufts (can’t say that this works the same for vets though) 
· The campus is small and stand-alone, but it’s beautiful and provides a great place to go running, walk your dog, or enjoy the fall foliage. There are also parks in nearby towns to go hiking. 
· It can be tough to find the time, but if you go out of your way to ask vets to shadow them in the hospitals they are very open to it. 
· If you’re interested in wildlife medicine or exotics, Tufts is a great place to be. There are a lot of faculty that specialize in non-domestic species, there is a wildlife hospital, and several nearby zoos. 
· Tufts has a great international veterinary medicine program, which is pretty unique
· I wish I had the time to take advantage of all the opportunities at Tufts! There are many different clubs that host wet labs where you get to do super cool things. There is also a feral cat spay/neuter clinic one Sunday a month that students are involved in. There are always cool opportunities at Tufts to get hands-on experience; you just need to make time for them. 
· Tufts has a good reputation for getting students into internships and residencies

Negatives:

· Lowe (one of our lecture halls) is really crowded we share it with another class, when only one class is in there, its fine.  this will be fixed by spring when we can start using our new lecture hall
· It's New England, it gets cold
· We're going paperless next semester meaning if you want a paper syllabus, you'll have to buy it
· No free printing
· Library doesn't stay open 24/7 like at big universities
· Rural location: Culture shock.
· Vet school has its own campus: no students other than vet students are on the Grafton Campus, so you don’t have contact with students from other academic programs (grad, med, etc, are either on the Medford and/or Boston campuses). 
· 45-60 min from Boston and public transportation is not great at night 
· Weak food animal program
· 90/10 female/male ratio
· Harder to get involved with wildlife/conservation medicine than you'd think - it's more of an extracurricular thing
· The administration as a whole does not feel supportive of student needs
· It feels like all we do is sit through lecture (though I imagine that’s the same for most vet schools). 
· Orientation when you start as a first year is almost non-existent. Tufts as a whole has a mentality of throwing you to the wolves. This mentality also applies to the start of clinicals; the transition of sitting in lecture from 8-5pm to all of sudden being responsible for patients is very unsettling and I would really appreciate more adjustment time to clinicals. Professors often say “you’ll learn that when you get to clinics”, but once you’re in clinicals you are expected to know things you weren’t taught very quickly. 
· We have exams almost every week, which gets exhausting, but also makes studying for future tests in hard classes near impossible
· The campus is in North Grafton, a small town with little going on. This doesn’t bother me because I know I don’t have time to do fun things anyways. However, this is a huge con for some people. You can always live in Boston the first 2 ½ years, but it’s about an hour commute. 
· Anatomy lab is kind of a free for all with very limited instruction, but Tufts is working to improve this 
· Sometimes the Dean gets a little over zealous at pushing her own agendas, which do not match with student agendas, but overall she is really nice person who’s trying to do best for Tufts 
· I can’t say this is true for sure because I haven’t graduated yet, but I hear frequently that employers of Tuft’s grads say we are really smart but are lacking in clinical/technical skills  
· Large animal is not a strong program at Tufts compared to other schools. The equine program is in between. It is certainly doable to graduate from Tufts and practice large animal/equine medicine but you will need to work harder to get the experience you need. 
· You need a car. It would be REALLY hard without a car here. For those of you who live in warm places, know that Massachusetts has snowy, cold winters and you will be outside for courses like Clinical Skills and ambulatory rotations even if it’s 10 degrees. 
 
Tuskegee University

Positives:

· It’s not bad at all and cost of living is relatively inexpensive plus the perks of living in a college town (bars etc)
· All the needed shopping is super close i.e. Walmart (We have 2!), target, grocery ---at least 10 HUGE stores
· Plenty of things to do (football is a religion in Auburn!)
· The classes have 60-70 people so basically you get to know not only your classmates but upperclassmen as well
· Our professors really do care about our performance and learning
· A nice perk is every Friday we attend grand rounds, which means we get to see the 4th years do case presentations. It helps break up our schedule and we get to see "real medicine" in action.
· As far as the curriculum, we have a 16 credit semester in the fall of 1st year and something similar to that second semester/1st year.  Second year is a ton of classes (22 credits I think?) with exams almost on a weekly basis--sometimes multiple exams.
· We have "block" scheduling at Tuskegee which basically means we have all our exams in one week.
· There is no "tracking" here which means each student is required to take both small animal and large animal rotations. 3rd year is when student take their jr surgery courses, classes and in addition to that start rotations in the clinics.

Negatives:

· The application process to TU is annoying, yes we know that. 
· The website is disorganized as well but information can be had if you call the vet school's admission office.
· Gross anatomy lab occupies a big chunk of time as the school has a "teach yourself" theory--our professors are always around to answer questions (in class and after class) but independent thinking is encouraged.

University of Mexico

Positives:

Negatives:

University College—Dublin

Positives:

Negatives:

Utrecht University

Positives:

Negatives:

Virginia-Maryland Regional

Positives:

· Parking is no problem, though $114 a year.
· Class size (90)
· You can palpate cows every Sat. morning though the Food Animal club
· The cafe is pretty good, I like the biscuits and the soups
· People are really nice about posting study guides
· VA Tech has lots of clubs, sports to get involved in, if you had time to go
· Professors nice enough
· The scenery is very nice (the mountains) and skiing is nearby
· Blacksburg is very artsy fartsy (we were the only blue county in the last election for miles and miles). More interesting restaurants/world food markets than you would expect for a town of that size.
· The cross country course is behind the school, so you can go for a walk in the woods with dogs from the teaching hospital
· Lots of parking
· Main campus/Blacksburg in general has a FABULOUS bus service. Sometimes it's inconvenient (i.e. decreased service when main campus is on break and we're not, decreased service at night), but it's included in your student fees (i.e. free) and very convenient.
· After 5pm you can park right next to the vet school
· Cafe is great as well - hot breakfast and lunch foods, good soups, made-to-order pizzas, sushi trays. 
· We have lots of study-guide posters as well.
· Besides the clubs, etc on main campus you get access to everything. There's a building with pool tables and a bowling alley, good food on main campus (Sbarro, Pizza Hut, Chic-fil-a, Cinnabon, etc), big library.
· Main campus library has a "graduate student study room" - only grad students can get in (swipe ID card) and it's big, spacious, quiet.
· Very beautiful scenery.
· REALLY great farmer's market on Sat. and Wed. in the spring/summer/fall.
· The first year classroom. While yes, as a first year, it seems way far away and in the basement (and it is) it has WAAAYYYY more comfortable and spacious seating than in either the 2nd or 3rd year class rooms. The first year classroom also has its own lounge space outside of it with couches and a coffee maker and its own refrigerators.
· Large lockers with lots o' space. True they're downstairs in the "dungeon" but you can store tons of stuff in them.
· Anatomy was GREAT!!! Everything is very, VERY directed. We do get Millers but each lab is taught first - here's this, here's that, etc. Then we have time to find things on our own and profs come around to help. Anatomy is organized by body system - extrinsic thoracic limb, thoracic cavity, abd. cavity, repro (end first semester), head, special senses, thoracic limb, pelvic limb (end second semester). We start with the dog in each section and then do large animals so each exam tests all species, just one section at a time.
· Paper notes for just about all classes. Runs $60-$100 depending how many electives you sign up for.
· Tracking. It is not the headache or hassle some might think. Consider it like a major in a liberal arts undergrad - everyone is required to take the same basic classes in various subjects and then you go on to take advanced classes in your major. That's tracking. Every semester there are 4-9 "core" classes that everyone is required to take. There are less as you advance in the curriculum. Starting 1st semester 2nd year there are "track" classes available (1-3 per semester). There are also elective classes, just 1-2 per semester your first year on up to like 8-10 choices in the 3rd year. I had trouble deciding this semester what electives to take because so many sound so interesting! In the "core" classes, and to a lesser extent in the electives, the curriculum is VERY small animal heavy. To the point that many of our foodies complain that everything is small animal oriented and I would agree with them. There are enrollment caps on a few of the classes, all of which I think are small animal classes. Small animal trackers get first (guaranteed?) preference, followed by mixed trackers and then its open to food animal and equine. I am a small animal tracker and I don't feel "deficient" in large animal stuff at all. We do get a fair bit of exposure to it in the "core" classes. Plus you can take any of the other "track" classes as an elective. So even though I'm a small animal tracker I could take food animal med/surg this fall and it would just count as elective credits for me and vice versa. We have great NAVLE pass rates.
· If you are worried about extra experience or exposure in any one area there are clubs are wonderful. 
· Some classes return exams (or at least post on wall outside classroom), some don't
· Can go to conferences as a first year
· If you are ok with renting and watch Craigslist you can find deals on where to live

Negatives:

· First year classroom is a dungeon in the basement
· SCAVMA holds you hostage and you are forced to join if you want to join any of the other fun, useful clubs. Also forced into "volunteering" for SCAVMA.
· Break is not in actual fall. There were 12 exams in October, and a break then would have been better.
· If you are buying, Blacksburg is out of range unless you want a 400 foot condo.
· Lose parking lot for football games
· Orientation was irritating and lasted a week!
· The 2 pools on campus suck, they are just 25 yards long.
· No available men.
· Parking lot is at top of hill away from the veterinary school. Not a big deal when the weather's nice but when the cold winter wind gets whipping across there it's BRUTAL.
· Cafe only open for breakfast and lunch and only on weekdays
· First years get SCREWED with their first semester exam schedule. I think we had 12-13 exams in the month of October alone as well. It's brutal and not cool. However, the school has a new academic person, Dr. Hodgson, who is totally on the students' side and is looking into how to help students out in this area. Several of the 2nd years exams for both fall and spring semesters were moved around because of this. We have had NO 3 exam weeks this semester and there is only 1-2 next semester and that only applies if you're taking certain electives (i.e. NO 3 exam weeks for core classes).
· We have a large number of foreign faculty and staff that at times makes comprehension difficult.

Washington State University

Positives:

· Very friendly, great staff, fun classmates
· Lots of mentoring
· Free printing
· 24 hour access to buildings
· Good feeding programs
· Actually feels like a community
· Excellent facilities (mostly)
· Wide variety of clubs and educational lectures
· People actually care about how you're doing in classes and in real life

Negatives:

· Pullman, WA
· It gets really cold here
· Good parking is only available before 8am, even if you paid for the expensive lot
· Football makes getting to school on weekends a pain in the arse
· Some professors have typed notes, some do not. But being flexible is good.
· Very, very little hands on work
· The cafe here is bad and doesn't serve good food. Come to think of it, you have to go a ways for decent food if you don't bring lunch.

Western University

Positives:

· We get hands on experience super, super early. We have the opportunity to do neuters from start to finish on dogs and cats as first years and we have the opportunity to participate in a spay as first years.
· PBL. My study breaks turn into reading about something else that interests me a little bit more instead of watching TV for hours. I'm so much more productive with my "study breaks" than I was in undergrad. Whenever I go to a new hospital, I'm complimented how great my knowledge base is for "just" a VM2 (or VM1 at the time). I also find that PBL really helps us foster a lifelong skill -- we all know vet med, or medicine in general, is a field of lifelong learning. For a student that is less driven or more satisfied with the "C=DVM" mindset, this may not be true.
· Our MCB class is starting to have a stronger emphasis on primary literature and how to navigate databases and journals.
· Our faculty is just so available. The amount of times I've set up a private or small group Q&A with a faculty member with 24-48 hours notice, or even shorter, is incredible. 
· The WAVE program. All of our cadavers for anatomy are donated so we get to see some cool pathological stuff pretty early but it's definitely rough when we don't even know what normal is and just have to hope that's what we get. Animals are not euthanized just so we can study them, or sacrifice them for students to struggle through their first real surgery.
· People are super scared of the area and it's really not that bad! As long as you have a little bit of common sense and don't walk around at 3 AM with your headphones in and flashy diamonds hanging off of you, you'll likely be fine. Plus, there are security guards patrolling almost 24/7.  I think it all boils down to common sense and how comfortable you are in general.  I don't think this area is necessarily worse than some of the areas surrounding other vet schools
· Location. You are close to Los Angeles, Orange County, San Diego and the mountains. Vegas if you really need to get out. 
Negatives:

· PBL. The whole process is student-driven and a lot of people find themselves neglecting material they don't care too much about. It's kind of up to you how much you study species you're not interested in.  Finding things for yourself can be chore. Sometimes I want to be spoon fed information. Sometimes it can be frustrating because you're not sure if you're studying relevant information that you will need for the exams. When we do get lectures I appreciate them.
· Our school apparently is known for turning out students that are bad at pharmacology, probably because so many of us neglect it on a basic sciences level.
· The WAVE program can make it hard to study normals or even study specimens for repro block. Because our animals are donated so many of them are spayed and neutered. We obviously have prosections available but it's hard when there's 50 people in lab and 4 intact female specimens. It also makes planning student labs difficult (but not impossible!).
· IPE. It's a complete waste of time. Inter-professional education is a course where we collaborate with students from the other colleges about a case and it's usually 99% about a human patient (suffering from a disease not even documented in domestic animals) and they throw us a bone (haha, get it?) by saying that the patient has a dog or something like that. 
· Pomona: it’s not the prettiest place to go to school. Not in the greatest location. We have security on campus all the time so it’s not so much an issue of safety but if I had a choice I would put Western somewhere nicer and it would pretty much be perfect. 
University of Wisconsin
Positives:

· Gym across the street
· Dairy medicine is HUGE 
· Great SA case load
· Nice to have med school + school of public health on one campus->collaboration
· Uber friendly midwesterners 
· Stylish red lockers
· Madison is an awesome town (best farmers market ever)
· Less expensive OOS tuition
· lots of international programs
· Relatively small class size – 87
· Clinics right downstairs and they love having us come visit (and we are forced to 
· Generally great teaching staff - majority learn our names, keep in touch, want us to succeed, etc. 
· Pay one fee to be a SCAVMA (student chapter of AVMA) member which includes membership in ALL clubs and lets you come to multiple school socials involving free alcohol and free food
· Good place for cows in general - see a fair number plus a teaching herd 10-15 mins away you can start practicing on 1st year
· Free bus pass included in tuition to get anywhere in Madison
· Madison is beautiful - natural area with trails like 5min walk from vet school by the lake and a gym right across a parking lot. Overall great place to live
· Excellent dual degrees programs - either a MPH or a stipend to get a masters through a 12-month mentored research program
· Touch a dog/cat/bird/reptile/horse/cow first year - do PEs. Very little exposure 2nd year though.
· We are for the most part super friendly, there is no competition within the class and we all share study aids, notes, etc.
· Best of both worlds: big city/huge university sophistication, but tons of green space on and nearby campus; it's a bike-friendly, runner/walker-friendly campus and there are two large lakes flanking the north & south sides of campus. Lake Mendota is about 300 yards from the front door of the vet school. The recreation possibilities are endless. Also, Devil's Lake is an hour's jaunt to the north--fantastic hiking, swimming, views, and camping there in an amazing setting.
· Amazing athletic facilities that are free for students & next door to vet school
· Huge veterinary teaching hospital; you will see large animals, zoo animals, and wildlife in addition to the usual (and unusual) pet species
· So much fun with the Big 10 football team at Camp Randall. So much to do and tons of university traditions to experience.
· Campus is huge but walkable.
· Art & music scene is really good.
· Craft breweries everywhere.
· State Street is so much fun!
· Lots of scholarships available for students – most people get one each year
· Business certificate program available through our VBMA chapter – both silver and gold levels
· Lecture Capture is great for when you miss class or to use as a study aid – professors wear a mic and the audio is uploaded with their PowerPoint for each lecture. Takes a couple days for them to put it up though.
· "Spay days" are a great opportunity for getting experience with spays and neuters. First years can neuter after attending 3+ full days as a volunteer and finishing the male repro portion of SA anatomy, which is just awesome!! Third years can spay after finishing their first formal spay in junior surgery class and volunteering for 3+ spay days.
· Clubs are great with lots of knowledgeable speakers. There are lunch meetings almost every day for something.
· Annual Wisconsin Exotic Animal Veterinary Conference is pretty cool and students can go for free if you volunteer. I was able to practice placing IO catheters on bird cadavers!
· They do a pretty good job of incorporating cases/clinically relevant information into most of our classes. In SA anatomy we have “clinical anatomy” once every 2 weeks where we watch surgery videos, discuss clinical relevance, etc. It’s interesting and a nice break from dissecting.
· “Selectives” week during the beginning and end of the first 2 summers – get to choose any area of vet med that you want more experience with and spend a week focusing solely on that one topic. Can be clinical experience with a vet practice, research, shadowing downstairs in the clinics; basically anything you want. It’s a great opportunity to explore your interests and focus on the aspects of vet med that are most important to you, or to figure out what your interests even are.
· First 2 summers off to do whatever you want
· We get discounts now! 40% off most services for our pets in the clinic, 50% off Hills food up to 120 lbs/month, 20-30% off Purina, 25% off Royal Canin, and 30% off Oxbow.

Negatives:

· Outdated/outgrowing facility.  Plans for an addition across the street and slight updates to the current SVM are starting to be put into motion.
· Cost of living isn't cheap (but not terrible)
· Long winters and they do not cancel class
· Anatomy lab is in the middle of the main area, so the fumes are kind of ever-present.  Others disagree.
· Parking isn't possible and is expensive
· Can't get IS tuition for non-residents.
· Madison is an annoying airport to fly in/out of
· Due to schools location, not necessarily the best place for clients to bring large animals. Still a fair number seen but not as many as could be possible. 
· Wildlife/Exotics - just lost a fabulous prominent faculty member. Still some good ones left and 2 residents left but the program may suffer a little. But the school clubs do a pretty good job getting us experience. 
· Faculties. A little cramped, tiny study room (but we have access to the beautiful med school library) and not much room for expansion. 
· Rents in Madison are too high. And gentrification of old buildings and old neighborhoods is pricing some people out of affording to live near campus. There are multiple luxury high-rises going up every year downtown/around campus. But if you are still okay with having a roommate or three, it's probably not as bad.
· OOS tuition may no longer be cheap; more information in April 2015
