	Medical School
	Comparison Information Included in the MSPE

	Albany Medical College, Albany, New York
	All comparative information is located in the summary paragraph. There is no explanatory appendix. Three descriptors are used; Recommend Highly for the top third of their students, Recommend without Reservation for the middle third, and Recommend as a Positive Presence for the bottom third. The summary paragraph will clearly indicate when the applicant is in the top third of the class. But it will not indicate that a student is in the middle or bottom thirds.

	Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshiva University, Bronx, New York
	There is no standardized ranking of their students. There is no comparative data.

	Baylor College of Medicine, Huston, Texas
	Descriptors used in the summary paragraph include Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good or Good. The numerical boundaries are explained in an Appendix A, located on the very last page of the MSPE as Outstanding top 5%, Excellent 35%, Very Good 55%,  Good/Fair  bottom 5%.             

	Boston University School of Medicine, Boston, Massachusetts
	In the summary paragraph, Most Outstanding is reserved for the top 15%. The remaining class is ranked in descending order as Outstanding, Most Excellent to Outstanding, Most Excellent, Excellent, and Very Good. The performance hierarchy is described in the first page of the MSPE. Other than the top 15%, no numerical boundaries are placed on the performance categories.

	Brody School of Medicine, East Carolina University
	It is necessary to go to Appendix D to determine the student's quartile. The student's quartile is not included in the summary paragraph.

	Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine, Cleveland, Ohio
	Incomplete Data. Included in the first page of the MSPE is the statement, "There is no calculation of class rank," and there  are no defined descriptors or numerical boundaries. Nonetheless descriptors are included in the summary paragraph. The inferred order of performance in the summary paragraph is Superb, Outstanding, Excellent, with no student described as less than Excellent.

	Central Michigan University College of Michigan, Mount Pleasant, Michigan
	New school. Inaugural class August 2013.

	Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine, Cleveland, Ohio
	The first page of the MSPE states there are no grades, no class ranking, no AOA. The summary paragraph describes all students as Superlative

	Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons, New York, New York
	Incomplete Data. Students in the summary paragraph are described as superb, exceptional, outstanding, perhaps in that order. There are no explanatory appendices with defined descriptors or numerical boundaries. 

	Cooper Medical School of Rowan University, Camden, New Jersey
	New school. Inaugural class August 2012.

	Creighton University School of Medicine, Omaha, Nebraska
	The MSPE states that contrary to the AAMC recommendations, Creighton will  offer NO comparative evaluations.  The summary paragraph, in fact,  contains no comparative information.

	David Geffen School of Medicine at University of California Los Angeles (UCLA)
	Incomplete Data. The MSPE explained that all four years are pass/fail thus a class ranking cannot be calculated. Nonetheless  students are variably described as Superior, Outstanding or Excellent.

	Drexel University College of Medicine, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	Incomplete data. The MSPE explicitly states, "We do not rank our students." But if the student is selected for AOA, this merits a separate paragraph in the MSPE. Some  students are variably described in the summary paragraph as Exceptional, Excellent, or Meets the graduation competencies. For other students, not even this much performance information is included in the  summary paragraph.

	Duke University School of Medicine, Durham, North Carolina
	Incomplete Data. The MSPE explains we do not rank our students, but that students are graded for their individual course work as Excellent, Good, Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory.  The MSPE does include the number of Excellent grades in the summary paragraph.

	East Tennessee State University James H. Quillen College of Medicine, Johnson City, Tennessee
	Descriptors in the summary paragraph include Outstanding, Excellent, Strong and Satisfactory. An appendix defines the numerical boundaries for these descriptors as Outstanding top 8%, Excellent 37%, Strong 37% and Satisfactory 18%.

	Eastern Virginia Medical School 
	In descending order, the summary paragraph uses the bolded enthusiastically recommend, strongly recommend, recommend with confidence and recommend. There is a bar graph in an appendix that approximately  defines these descriptors as enthusiastically recommend  26%, strongly recommend 40%, recommend with confidence 24%, and recommend 10%.

	Emory University School of Medicine
	Incomplete Data.  Bolded and underlined, the summary paragraph descriptors included highest recommendation  and excellent. We could not find an appendix defining these underlined descriptors.

	Florida Atlantic University Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine
	New school. Inaugural class August 2011.

	Florida International University Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine, Miami, Florida
	There are fuzzy boundaries for the descriptors. The descriptors in the summary paragraph, bolded and capitalized, in descending order are Exceptional, Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good. An appendix explains that Exceptional and Outstanding share the top quartile. Excellent describes the second best quartile, except at the discretion of the dean some second quartile students may be described as Outstanding. Very Good is for the third quartile and Good the bottom quartile.

	Florida State University College of Medicine (FSU), Tallahassee, Florida
	The student's ranking is not revealed in the summary paragraph of the MSPE, but the student's ranking is clearly labeled in the Appendix D.

	Frank H Netter School of Medicine  at Quinnipiac University, Hamden, Connecticut
	New school. Inaugural class August 2013.

	Geisel School of Medicine at Dartmouth, Hanover, New Hampshire
	The first page of the MSPE explains that the descriptors Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good are used in the summary paragraph. Outstanding is reserved for the top 16%, Numerical boundaries for the rest of the class are undefined.

	George Washington University Medical School, Washington D.C.  District of Columbia  
	Incomplete Data. Appendix E states that George Washington does not maintain a class ranking system, nor did they rank students by buzz words. Nonetheless the summary paragraph describes students as Superior, Excellent, Very Good or Good.

	Georgetown University School of Medicine, Washington D.C.  District of Columbia 
	Georgetown University states that they do not publish a class rank. Nonetheless the descriptors used in the summary paragraph, in descending order, are Superior Performance with Great Enthusiasm, Great Enthusiasm, recommend with Recognition of Clinical Growth and Improvement, and recommend for Consideration. An unused category was recommend with Reservation. An Appendix E on the last page of the MSPE defines the numerical boundaries for these categories as  Superior Performance with Great Enthusiasm for the top 26%, Great Enthusiasm for the next 66%, recommend with Recognition of Clinical Growth and Improvement 5%, recommended for Consideration 2%. 

	Harvard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts
	There is no useful comparative data. Harvard states we do not rank our students or participate in AOA. The summary paragraphs are filled with superlatives, including extraordinarily gifted, trajectory of excellence, exceptional talent etc.

	Hofstra North Shore-LIJ SOM, Hempstead, New York
	New school. Inaugural class August 2011.

	Howard University College of Medicine Washington D.C.  District of Columbia 
	The descriptor in the Summary paragraph is capitalized, italicized and in large type, for example DISTINGUISHED.  Appendix A explained that Distinguished is reserved for the top 13% of the class, Outstanding for 68-87%, Very Good for 29-68%, Good for 10-29%, and Satisfactory for the bottom 10%.

	Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, New York, New York
	Bolded capitalized categories in the summary paragraph in descending order are Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, and Good. Each category represented approximately one quarter of the class as shown in the Appendix D.

	Indiana University School of Medicine
	The student's ranking by quintile is included in an appendix titled OVERALL ACADEMIC RANKING found on the page immediately following the summary paragraph.  The summary paragraph description of the student's performance becomes increasingly vague, the poorer the student's quintile.

	Jefferson Medical College of Thomas Jefferson University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	Students are classified in a sentence immediately preceding the summary paragraph as being in the Top 10, the Top 10%, the Top third, the Middle third or the Lower third. This classification can also be found in the second paragraph of the first page of the MSPE.

	Joan C Edwards School of Medicine at Marshall University, Huntington, West Virginia
	The summary paragraph will describe either the student's ranking as an exact percentile or as the student's quartile.

	Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland
	Incomplete data. The summary paragraph sometimes concludes with a Most Confident and Enthusiastic recommendation, or with a Confident and Enthusiastic recommendation. But there are no appendices that define a student's performance relative to his or her peers.

	Keck School of Medicine of University of Southern California, Los Angeles, California
	The descriptors used in the summary paragraph are bolded, capitalized OUTSTANDING, EXCELLENT, VERY GOOD and GOOD. The numerical boundaries for these summary paragraph descriptor are found in Appendix D as OUTSTANDING top 20%, EXCELLENT 70%, VERY GOOD the bottom 10%, and no students were designated GOOD. 

	Loma Linda University School of Medicine, Loma Linda, California
	Bolded in the summary paragraph in descending order are Highest Recommendation, High Recommendation, Recommend with Confidence, Recommend, or Recommend with Reservation. An appendix preceding the MSPE explained that of 154 students, 31 were placed in the highest category, 29 in high, 88 with confidence, 5 merely recommend and one with reservation.

	Louisiana State University School of Medicine in New Orleans
	There are quartiles. Usually the student's quartile is included in the summary paragraph, particularly when the student is in the top two quartiles, but occasionally this information is not included.

	Louisiana State University School of Medicine in Shreveport
	The exact class ranking can be found on the first page of the MSPE, for example 4/99.

	Loyola University Chicago Stritch School of Medicine, Maywood, Illinois
	Bolded in the summary paragraph are Superior, Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, or Satisfactory. The first page of the MSPE defines the numerical boundaries for these descriptors as Superior top 21%, Outstanding 19%, Excellent 26%, Very Good 15%, or Satisfactory 19%.  

	Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, Rochester, Minnesota
	Bolded in the summary paragraph are Superior, Exemplary, Excellent, Very Good or Good. The numerical boundaries are defined in Appendix D as Superior top 34%, Exemplary 44%, or Excellent 17%. The boundary between Very Good and Good is not defined.

	Medical College of Georgia at Georgia Regents University, Augusta, Athens, Georgia 
	There is a quintile ranking system. The last sentence of the summary paragraph relates the student's quintile.

	Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
	There is in an appendix preceding the MSPE that explains the descriptor hierarchy used in the summary paragraph, with Enthusiastically and Highly listed as their best recommendation. Highly was used for students at or above average and Recommend was used to describe the poorest students. No numerical boundaries are placed  on these recommendations. We did find one student who was given their Highest and Most Enthusiastic Recommendation, suggesting there might be better category than the appendix listed Enthusiastically and Highly.

	Medical University of South Carolina College of Medicine (MUSC), Charleston, South Carolina
	Incomplete Data. Descriptors in the summary paragraph include Exceptional with AOA, Exceptional, Excellent with AOA, Excellent, Very Good or Solid. The better a student has performed, the more prominently the descriptor is displayed. But there is no appendix to define  or place numerical boundaries on the descriptors in the summary paragraph.

	Meharry Medical College School of Medicine, Nashville, Tennessee
	Incomplete Data. The school states, "Class ranking is typically not used."  Although Outstanding, Good and Solid are found in the summary paragraph, there is no appendix D or other source to define these descriptors.

	Mercer University School of Medicine, Macon, Georgia
	Incomplete Data.  Bolded in the summary paragraph, student are described as Top 10% of class, as AOA, top 20%, or as Excellent. There is a class standing which the school will share for their better students, but there are no defining appendices. 

	Michigan State University College of Human Medicine, East Lansing, Grand Rapids, Michigan
	Capitalized categories in the summary paragraph include Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good, and Satisfactory or Marginal. There is an Appendix 2 that defines the numerical boundaries for these descriptors as Outstanding 13%, Excellent 23%, Very Good 60%, Good 3%, Satisfactory or Marginal  1%.

	Morehouse School of Medicine, Atlanta, Georgia
	Bolded in the summary paragraph are, in descending order, outstanding, excellent, very good or good. There is a bar graph on the last page of the MSPE with outstanding as the top 20%, excellent as 35%, very good as 39% and good the bottom 5 or  6%.

	New York Medical College, Valhalla, New York
	Bolded capitalized categories used in the summary paragraph include OUTSTANDING, EXCELLENT, SUPERIOR, VERY GOOD, and Good. There is a bar graph immediately preceding the summary paragraph showing that each category represented approximately one fifth of the class. 

	New York University School of Medicine, New York, New York
	Incomplete Data. Class ranking is not defined either in the summary paragraph or in an explanatory  appendix, but students are described as Superb, Outstanding, Excellent to Outstanding, Excellent, and Very Good to Excellent.  Numerical boundaries are not defined for these descriptors.

	Northeast Ohio Medical University
	Incomplete Data. Comparative information was NOT given for most students either in the summary paragraph, an explanatory appendix or elsewhere in the MSPE. An exception was made for one student.  His standing in the top quartile of the class is announced  in bolded type on the first page of the MSPE.

	Northwestern University The Feinberg School of Medicine, Chicago, Illinois
	Bolded  categories in the summary paragraph in descending order are distinguished, outstanding or excellent. As explained in Appendix D, each represents approximately a quartile. Very good, and good split the bottom quartile.

	Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine, Rochester, Michigan
	New school. Inaugural class August 2011.

	Ohio State University College of Medicine, Columbus, Ohio
	The descriptors used in the summary paragraph are Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good and Capable. Appendix D defines the numerical boundaries as Outstanding 90-99th percentile, Excellent 70-90th percentile, Very Good 40-70th percentile, Good 10-40th percentile, and Capable 0-10th percentile.

	Oregon Health & Science University School of Medicine, Portland, Oregon
	The summary paragraph includes both the descriptor and the numerical boundary of the category. Outstanding 24%, Excellent 28%, Very Good 24%, and Good 24%.

	Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine, Hershey, Pennsylvania
	The first page of the MSPE defines the categories used in the summary paragraph and their numerical boundaries as  Superior for the top 5% of the class, Outstanding 25%, Excellent 50%, and Very Good for the bottom 20%. 

	Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	The eight highest ranking students are described in the summary paragraph as the Top students in the class. The hierarchy for the remainder of the class is  Outstanding, Excellent to Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good to Excellent, and Very Good. This hierarchy is defined on the last page of the MSPE. Numerical boundaries are used for only the top 8 students.

	Ponce School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Ponce, Puerto Rico
	Descriptors in the summary paragraphs include Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good, but the numerical boundaries for these descriptors are not shared with the reader.

	Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science, Chicago Medical School, North Chicago, Illinois
	Each student is given two bolded, capitalized descriptors in the summary paragraph; one for the basic sciences and one for the clinical years. In descending order these were Outstanding, Superior, Good and Competent. The numerical boundaries are defined in an Appendix D. For the Basic sciences, 58% of the students were rated Outstanding, 19% Superior, 16% Good and 7% Competent. For the clinical years, 33% of the students were rated Outstanding, 22% Superior, 33% Good and 12% Competent. 

	Rush Medical College 
	Appendix E indicates that the class is divided into quartiles. The student's quartile is included in the summary paragraph. But Appendix E further indicated that the top quartile is sliced into an additional five sections. Students in the top quartile are described as the top 5%, 10%, 15%, 20% or 25% depending on their slice.

	Saint Louis University School of Medicine,  St Louis, Missouri
	Incomplete Data. Appendix D states that the Saint Louis University School of Medicine does not maintain a class ranking system except for selection for AOA. A single summary paragraph may contain three descriptors, in one case Solid, Excellent and Outstanding in that order. It is our guess that the first descriptor, in this case Solid, with its negative connotations, is likely the  most meaningful.

	San Juan Bautista School of Medicine, Caguas, Puerto Rico
	The school uses an impossibly conflicted ranking system. There is a first explanatory appendix with a bar graph that divides the students into quartiles. An arrow indicates  the student's quartile. This is followed by another explanatory appendix that assigns numerical values to descriptors as follows: Superior 99-100%,  Excellent 90-98%, Very Good 75-89%, Good 20-74%, Capable less than 20%. Yet one student described as Excellent in the summary paragraph was placed into the Good category in this appendix

	Sanford School of Medicine of the University of South Dakota, Vermillion, South Dakota
	The student's quartile ranking is clearly labeled in the Appendix D.  Although Satisfactory in the summary paragraph corresponds to the bottom quartile, we have insufficient data to know the descriptor names used  for the other three quartiles.

	Southern Illinois University School of Medicine, Chicago, Illinois
	Incomplete data. There are no defined boundaries or useful appendices. The summary paragraph describes students as Excellent or Satisfactory.

	Stanford University School of Medicine, Palo Alto, San Francisco 
	Clearly stated in the first page of the MSPE and repeated in italics above the deans' signatures is the statement, "No grades or narrative summaries are available and there are no class rankings." This is true. They offer no comparative data concerning their students in the summary paragraph. 

	State University of New York Downstate Medical Center College of Medicine, Brooklyn, New York
	The summary paragraph includes the descriptors Superb, Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. There is then an appendix with a pie graph defining the numerical boundaries for these five descriptors as Superb 10%, Outstanding 10%, Excellent 16%, Very Good 34% Good 30%.

	State University of New York Upstate Medical University
	Bolded in the summary paragraph are the descriptors Outstanding, Superior, Excellent, Very Good,  Good or Competent. The numerical boundaries for these category are found in two locations, including a table immediately preceding the summary paragraph. The size of each category is Outstanding 5%, Superior 15%, Excellent 30%, Very Good 30%, Good 15%  and Competent 5%. 

	Stony Brook University School of Medicine, Stony Brook, New York
	Usually the student's quartile is included  in the summary paragraph. If the student is in the bottom quartile the dean may omit this fact. But the quartile ranking can always be found in their appendix C. 

	Temple University School of Medicine, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
	Descriptors in the summary paragraph, bolded, italicized  and capitalized are Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good or Good. There is a paragraph titled Dean's Letter Explanatory Note that indicates that Outstanding and Excellent represent the top 50% of the class, and Very Good and Good the lower 50%. But the exact borders between these descriptors does vary at the discretion of the deans.

	Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Medicine, College Station, Texas
	The summary paragraph will include either the students' quartiles or their exact numerical ranking in the class.

	Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center Paul. L  Foster School of Medicine, El Paso, Texas
	Incomplete Data. This MSPE is perhaps the most difficult to decipher. The school's two campuses, at El Paso and Lubbock, use similar schemes.  The summary paragraph describes students as Superior, Excellent or Very Good. An appendix C  offers in descending order the descriptors, Exemplary, Just What We Wanted, Needs Improvement, Attention and Warning, but this is for professionalism. Then there is an  appendix D that offers comparative data in terms of how many honors or high pass grades a student earns. Trying to decipher all this is time consuming and confusing. 

	Texas Tech University Health  Sciences Center School of Medicine, Lubbock, Texas
	Incomplete Data. This MSPE is perhaps the most difficult to decipher. The school's two campuses, at El Paso and Lubbock, use similar schemes.  The summary paragraph describes students as Superior, Excellent or Very Good. An appendix C  offers in descending order the descriptors, Exemplary, Just What We Wanted, Needs Improvement, Attention and Warning, but this is for professionalism. Then there is an  appendix D that offers comparative data in terms of how many honors or high pass grades a student earns. Trying to decipher all this is time consuming and confusing.   

	The Commonwealth Medical College (TCMC), Scranton, Pennsylvania
	Incomplete Data. The descriptors Outstanding, Excellent and Very Good are used in summary paragraph, but the  boundaries are undefined

	The University of Texas Medical School at San Antonio
	The exact class ranking of the applicant is given on page 2 of the MSPE. Students are then further designated in the summary paragraph as Outstanding, Excellent to Outstanding, Excellent, or  Very Good to Excellent.

	The University of Toledo College of Medicine, Toledo, Ohio
	Descriptors in the summary paragraph, in quotation marks, include "Superior," "Excellent," "Very Good," "Solid" and "Below Average."  An Appendix D defines the numerical boundaries for these categories as Superior 20%, Excellent  25%, Very Good 35%, Solid 18%, and Below Average 2%.

	The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island
	Incomplete Data. The school explains there is no class ranking, no AOA, no comparative guidance. Students are described in the summary paragraph as Excellent, or as Excellent to Outstanding.

	Tufts University School of Medicine, Boston, Massachusetts
	Underlined descriptors in the summary paragraph include, Outstanding, Superior , Top Candidate  in Excellent, Excellent, Very Good and Recommend. There is an explanatory paragraph in the MSPE on the page following the summary paragraph in which numerical boundaries are defined, but only for  the top 3 categories, as Outstanding 25%, Superior 17%, and Top Candidate  in Excellent 14%. The bottom boundary for Excellent, and the numerical boundaries for Very Good and Recommend are undefined. 

	Tulane University School of Medicine, New Orleans, Louisiana
	The descriptors used in the summary paragraph include the bolded, italicized Top 10% of the class, Outstanding, Excellent, Good and Strong.  The summary paragraph further explains that students described as Excellent are in the top half of the class. There  are no boundaries for good or strong. There are no defining appendices.

	Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences  F. Edward Herbert School of Medicine, Bethesda, Maryland
	The student's GPA is included on the first page of the MSPE, with a GPA above 3.3 corresponding to approximately the top third of the class. A GPA of 2.9  to 3.3 approximates the middle third, and below 2.9 the bottom third. In addition for the top 10% of the class only, a line is added to the summary paragraph to the effect that  the school is confident that this applicant would compete favorably with the top medical students in the country.

	Universidad Central del Caribe School of Medicine, Bayamon, Puerto Rico
	The student's ranking by quartiles is clearly displayed in an Appendix C. The summary paragraph uses the descriptor Good for students in the fourth quartile. We have insufficient data to determine the labels for the other quartiles.

	University at Buffalo the State University of New York School of Medicine & Biomedical Sciences
	The summary paragraph indicates the students quintile, supplemented by a descriptor. For example, OUTSTANDING corresponds to the top quintile, and SUPERIOR the second quintile. The  Appendix D repeats this information. 

	University of Alabama School of Medicine, Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Alabama
	In lieu of an appendix D, the students ranking is included on the first page of the MSPE.  The ranking is by quartiles where P1 is the descriptor for the top quartile and P4 for the bottom quartile. The summary paragraph uses undefined descriptors.

	University of Arizona College of Medicine, Tucson, Arizona
	Incomplete Data. In the summary paragraph one student is described as "in the top 15% of her class will be Outstanding." Other students are described  as Outstanding or Excellent. But although class standing is apparently available, this information is not often shared with the reader. There are no explanatory appendices. 

	University of Arizona College of Medicine, Phoenix, Arizona
	Incomplete Data. It is stated in the dean's letter that the school does not rank their students. The summary paragraph will contain descriptors such as Outstanding or Excellent, chosen at the discretion of the dean, but the descriptors are not defined in the MSPE.

	University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences/UAMS College of Medicine, Little Rock, Fayetteville, Arkansas
	The summary paragraph is NOT informative of the  student's class ranking. But the second paragraph of the first page of the MSPE gives the exact class ranking of each student.

	University of California Davis School of Medicine, Sacramento, California
	Included in the summary paragraph are the bolded capitalized descriptors Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good.  An Attachment B defines the numerical boundaries for these descriptors as Outstanding 34%, Excellent 33%, Very Good 29%, Good 4%.

	University of California Irvine, School of Medicine, Irvine California
	The descriptors Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, and Acceptable are used in the summary paragraph. The numerical boundaries are defined in an appendix on the last page of the MSPE, as Outstanding 11%, Excellent 24%, Very Good 57% and Acceptable 8%. 

	University of California Riverside School of Medicine, Riverside, California
	New school. Inaugural class August 2013.

	University of California San Diego School of Medicine  (UCSD)
	The summary paragraph uses the descriptors Outstanding, Excellent or Very Good. An Appendix D defines the numerical boundaries for Outstanding as the top 29%, Excellent the middle 44%, and Very Good the bottom 27%.

	University of California San Francisco School of Medicine (UCSF)
	The summary paragraph uses the descriptors; Outstanding, Superior, Excellent, Very Good and Good. An Appendix D defines the numerical values for these descriptors as Outstanding 23%, Superior 10%, Excellent 66%, Very Good 1%, Good 0%.

	University of Central Florida College of Medicine, Orlando, Florida
	The summary paragraph includes the bolded categories: Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good , Good and Satisfactory. An Appendix D defines the numbers in the top three categories as  Outstanding 24%, Excellent 30%, and Very Good 24%. The numerical boundary between Good and Satisfactory is not defined.

	University of Chicago The Pritzker School of Medicine, Chicago, Illinois
	Although the summary paragraphs misleadingly states there are no class rankings, in fact, in descending order, the deans describe their students as Exceptional, Outstanding , Excellent, Very Good, Good and Acceptable.    An Appendix D defines the numerical boundaries for the higher categories as Exceptional 32.5%, Outstanding 23%, Excellent 37.4% and Very Good 4.8%, leaving Good and Acceptable undefined.

	University of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Cincinnati, Ohio
	Capitalized in the summary paragraph, in descending order, are Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good, and at the bottom Recommend. The number of students  in each category is found in an appendix labeled Dean's Letter Rating Categories as Outstanding 20%, Excellent 20%, Very Good 30%, Good 20%, Recommend 9%.

	University of Colorado School of Medicine, Aurora, Colorado
	The summary paragraph uses the descriptors, Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good,  and Good. Appendix D defines the numbers in each category as Outstanding 23%, Excellent 24%, Very Good 38%,  and Good 15%.

	University of Connecticut School of Medicine, Farmington, Connecticut
	The descriptors used in the summary paragraph, bolded and capitalized are EXCEPTIONAL, OUTSTANDING, EXCELLENT and WELL QUALIFIED. The numerical boundaries are included in Appendix D as EXCEPTIONAL 28%, OUTSTANDING 30%, EXCELLENT 22%, WELL QUALIFIED 20%.

	University of Florida College of Medicine, Gainesville, Jacksonville, Florida
	Bolded capitalized descriptors in the summary paragraph are OUTSTANDING, EXCELLENT, VERY GOOD and GOOD. The numerical values for these descriptors are included in the Appendix D as OUTSTANDING 35%, EXCELLENT 40%, VERY GOOD 23%,  GOOD 2%. 

	University of Hawaii, John A Burns School of Medicine, Honolulu, Hawaii
	Incomplete Data. Descriptors in summary paragraph include Superb, Excellent AOA, and Excellent.  The descriptor Superb appears too often in the summary paragraph to be credible. The appendices clearly indicated the number of honor grades, but no numerical boundaries are placed on the descriptors.

	University of Illinois College of Medicine, Chicago, Urbana, Peoria, Rockford
	Each of the University of Illinois College of Medicine's campuses, use the same  bolded, capitalized descriptors Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and  Good in the summary paragraph. The numerical boundaries in strict quartiles are defined in an Appendix D as Outstanding 25%, Excellent 25%, Very Good 25%,  Good 25%.

	University of Iowa Roy J and Lucille A Carver College of Medicine, Iowa City, Iowa
	Incomplete Data. Summary paragraph descriptors include Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good, Strong, but there are no numerical boundaries defined for these descriptors. The MSPE contains a statement that the Carver COM does not develop a class rank.

	University of Kansas (KU) School of Medicine, Kansas City, Kansas
	The exact class ranking of the applicant is included in the summary paragraph.

	University of Kentucky College of Medicine, Lexington, Kentucky
	Incomplete Data. The summary paragraph uses descriptors including Highly Recommend, Strongly Recommend, Recommend with Confidence and Recommend. But the exact hierarchy or the numerical boundaries for these descriptors are not defined.

	University of Louisville School of Medicine, Louisville, Kentucky
	Incomplete Data. The summary paragraph is difficult to decipher. Average students and better than average students are described as Excellent. There is no appendix with easy comparative data.

	University of Maryland School of Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland
	Incomplete Data. In the summary paragraph students ranked in the middle third are described as Very Good, and in the lower third as Good. We have insufficient data to determine whether the upper third of the class is further subdivided or what the upper third descriptors are called.  

	University of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, Massachusetts
	The descriptor hierarchy is Outstanding, Excellent/Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good/Excellent, Very Good, Good, Recommend. But there are no defined numerical boundaries for these descriptors.

	University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey- New Jersey Medical School, Newark, New Jersey
	Bolded in the summary paragraph are the descriptors Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good and Satisfactory. Appendix D explains the class is divided into quintiles.

	University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey- Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, Piscataway, New Brunswick, Camden, New Jersey
	Incomplete Data. Robert Wood Johnson uses the similar bolded descriptor as does the other UMDNJ; Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good, but there is no appendix to define the numerical boundaries.

	University of Miami Leonard M Miller School of Medicine, Miami, Florida
	The school uses a fuzzy quartile ranking system. There are five bolded categories used in the summary paragraph. Superior is reserved for the top quartile, but with significant contributions, Outstanding for the top quartile without significant contributions, or for the second quartile with significant contributions, Excellent for the second quartile, or the third quartile with significant contributions, Very Good for the third quartile or for the bottom quartile with significant contributions, Good for the bottom quartile without significant contributions. 

	University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor, Michigan
	The summary paragraph descriptors are Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. The numerical boundaries for these descriptors are defined on the last page of the MSPE as Outstanding 23%, Excellent 66%, Very Good 7%, Good 4%.

	University of Minnesota Medical School, Minneapolis, Minnesota
	Incomplete data. Defined categories are not found in the summary paragraph. Appendix E states that no overall cumulative data has been calculated for the class of 2013. There are no appendices offering comparative data.

	University of Mississippi School of Medicine, Jackson, Mississippi
	Incomplete Data. Summary paragraph descriptors include Outstanding, Excellent, Good and Strong. There are no defined numerical boundaries for these descriptors. However, there is an Appendix D with a bar graph showing approximately how  the applicant compared to his or her peers.

	University of Missouri-Columbia School of Medicine, Columbia, Missouri
	The descriptors used in the summary paragraph include Exemplary, Superior, Very Strong, Strong, and Satisfactory The numerical boundaries are defined in an Appendix D as Exemplary top 2%, Superior 16%, Very Strong 27%, Strong 54%, Satisfactory 0%

	University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine, Kansas City, Missouri
	The first sentence of the summary paragraph reads that the evaluation was not designed to provide comparative information and that there is no formal ranking of their students. In fact, there is no comparative data in the summary paragraph and there is no explanatory appendix.

	University of Nebraska College of Medicine, Omaha, Nebraska
	In the summary paragraph, in descending order, the category hierarchy is recommend Enthusiastically, Strongly, Without Reservation, or an unmodified Recommend. The numerical boundaries for these categories are defined in an explanatory appendix as Enthusiastically 23%, Strongly 57%, Without Reservation 12%, or an unmodified Recommend for the bottom 15%. The dean might add a statement to the summary paragraph such as Outstanding, top 15% to supplement someone recommended as Enthusiastically.

	University of Nevada School of Medicine, Reno, Nevada
	The descriptors in the summary paragraph include the italicized, bolded, Distinguished, Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. The descriptors and their numerical boundaries are found in a lengthy explanatory Appendix B. They are Distinguished 18%, Outstanding 20%, Excellent 56%, Very Good 3%, Good 3%. 

	University of New Mexico School of Medicine, Albuquerque, New Mexico
	The student's exact quartile is included  in the first sentence of the summary paragraph.

	University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of Medicine, Chapel Hill, North Carolina
	The summary paragraph states the school does not rank their students, but does give performance categories. Descriptors used in the summary paragraph  include Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good and Adequate. An Appendix C gives the numerical boundaries for the performance categories as Outstanding 38%, Excellent 54%, Very Good 8%, Good 0% and Adequate 0%.

	University of North Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences, Grand Forks, North Dakota
	The summary paragraph uses the descriptors, Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. An Appendix C defines the numerical boundaries as Outstanding 20%, Excellent 30%, Very Good 40%, Good 10%

	University of Oklahoma College of Medicine, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
	The paragraph immediately above the summary paragraph includes the student's quartile. 

	University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
	Incomplete Data. Students are described as Outstanding AOA, Outstanding, Excellent, or Very Good without defined boundaries. There is no explanatory appendix

	University of Puerto Rico School of Medicine, San Juan, Puerto Rico
	Incomplete Data. The school offers no comparative data, nor explanatory appendices.

	University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry, Rochester, New York
	Students in the summary paragraph are ranked, Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good  or Good, but without any defined numerical boundaries as explained in the third paragraph of the first page of the MSPE.

	University of South Alabama College of Medicine, Mobile, Alabama
	Descriptors in the summary paragraph use Excellent, but without definition. However there is an Appendix D that clearly defines each student's quartile.

	University of South Carolina School of Medicine, Columbia, South Carolina
	The summary paragraph uses the following descriptors, Recommend as Highest, Strongly, with Confidence, and an unmodified Recommend. On the last page of the MSPE there is an appendix labeled Comparative Performances that defines the various descriptors as Highest 14%, Strongly 40%, with Confidence 28%, and unmodified Recommend for the bottom 5%.

	University of South Carolina School of Medicine, Greenville, South Carolina
	New school. Inaugural class August 2012.

	University of South Florida College of Medicine (USF), Tampa, Florida
	The students are ranked by quartiles. Often the summary paragraph will state which quartile. If it is not included in the summary paragraph, there is a written statement in appendix D that explicitly defines the student's quartile.

	University of Tennessee Health Science Center College of Medicine, Memphis, Tennessee
	The descriptors in the summary paragraph are Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. The numerical boundaries for these descriptors, Outstanding 15%, Excellent 25%, Very Good 25%, Good 25% and Satisfactory 10%,  are found in the summary paragraph, just above the dean's signature.

	University of Texas Medical Branch School of Medicine, Galveston, Texas
	Incomplete data. There are no defined descriptors or numerical boundaries in the summary paragraph, nor any explanatory appendix.

	University of Texas Medical School at Houston
	Incomplete data. The summary paragraph is difficult to decipher.  Examples include students described as Average to Above Average linked to Recommend with Great Enthusiasm, others as Average to Outstanding linked to Recommend Very Highly, an others as Above Average to Outstanding linked with Highest Recommendation.  There is no helpful appendix.

	University of Texas Southwestern Medical School at Dallas 
	The student's ranking by quartile is included in the summary paragraph.

	University of Utah School of Medicine, Salt Lake City, Utah
	In descending order the  summary paragraph descriptors include the bolded Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. The numerical boundaries for these descriptors are defined in Appendix D as Outstanding 19%, Excellent 42%, Very Good 31%, Good 8%.

	University of Vermont College of Medicine, Burlington, Vermont
	The summary paragraph is not helpful. There is a paragraph in the MSPE titled Awards and Honors which will inform if the student is AOA. The Appendix D states, "Since the University of Vermont does  not calculate class rank or numerical standing, we cannot provide accurate comparative data." 

	University of Virginia School of Medicine, Charlottesville, Virginia
	Summary paragraph descriptors include Exceptional, Superb, Outstanding, Superior, Excellent, but their ranking and numerical boundaries are undefined. There is no defining appendix.

	University of Washington School of Medicine, Seattle, Washington
	Students are categorized in the summary paragraph both for their basic science performance and for their clinical years. The bolded descriptors in the summary paragraph include Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. There is a short Appendix D explaining the numerical boundaries for these descriptors. The Basic Science distribution is Outstanding 25%, Excellent 25%, Very Good  33% and Good 17%. The Clinical distribution is Outstanding 28%, Excellent 31%, Very Good  31% and Good 10%. 

	University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public Health, Madison, Wisconsin
	Descriptors used in the summary paragraph include Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good, Good and Satisfactory.  The summary paragraph refers the reader to an Appendix D which places numerical boundaries on these descriptors as  Outstanding 20%, Excellent 15%, Very Good 40%, Good 25% and Satisfactory 1%.

	Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, Nashville, Tennessee
	Descriptors in the summary paragraph include, The very best  AOA, Superb or Outstanding.  There is a bar graph on the last page of the MSPE labeling 25% of the class as Outstanding , 75% as Excellent and 0% as Satisfactory.

	Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine, Richmond, Virginia
	The  summary paragraph uses descriptors including Outstanding, Excellent and Very Good. An Appendix C indicates precisely what quartile the student is in. 

	Virginia Tech Carillion School of Medicine, Roanoke, Virginia
	The first page of the MSPE explains the class is divided up into thirds, in descending order Exceptional, Outstanding or Very Good. One of these descriptors is included in the summary paragraph.

	Wake Forest School of Medicine, Winston-Salem, North Carolina
	The summary paragraph offers no comparative data. As explicitly stated, the MSPE uses no imbedded code statements for characterizing students.

	Washington University in St. Louis School of Medicine, Saint Louis, Missouri
	Incomplete Data. The summary paragraph rated one student Top of his class, Outstanding, AOA; other students as Excellent, middle third of their class; and other students as Very Good. There is no explanatory appendix.

	Wayne State University School of Medicine, Detroit, Michigan
	Descriptors used in the summary paragraph include Exceptional top 5%, Outstanding , Excellent, Very Good, Good  or Satisfactory. The numerical boundaries for these performance categories are explained on the page just following the summary paragraph and the deans' signatures as  Exceptional top 5%, Outstanding 20%, Excellent 35%, Very Good 20%, Good 18% and Satisfactory 2%. 

	Weill Cornell Medical College, New York, New York
	The last sentence of the summary paragraph uses one of the following descriptors; Outstanding, Excellent, Very Good and Good. The numerical boundaries for the descriptors are found in the first page of the MSPE as Outstanding 33%, Excellent 28%, Very Good 24% and Good 15%.

	West Virginia University School of Medicine, Morgantown, Charleston, Martinsburg, West Virginia
	The student's ranking by quartile is included in the summary paragraph.

	Wright State University Boonshoft School of Medicine, Dayton, Ohio
	The first page of the MSPE explains that the class is divided into quintiles. In descending order, the summary paragraph uses the following descriptors to categorize the student's quintile as Recommend with Distinction, Highly Recommend as Outstanding, Meritorious Recommendation, Strongly Recommend, or unmodified Recommend for the bottom of the class. An explanatory appendix defines the hierarchy for these performance descriptors.

	Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, Connecticut
	There is no comparative data. Every student is recommended, "Whole heartedly and without reservation."


