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Programs That Use USMLE Step 1 and Step 2 Clinical Knowledge (CK) Scores When 
Considering Which Applicants to Interview

 Figure IM-3

Percentage of Programs That Use USMLE Step 2 (CK) Score

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Never Seldom Often

26%

64%

10%

Would your program consider applicants who fail the
exam on the first attempt?

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Never Seldom often

30%

63%

7%

Would your program consider applicants who fail
the exam on the first attempt?

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Yes, pass only Yes, target score No

24%

75%

1%

Scores required?

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Yes, pass only Yes, target score No

23%

67%

10%

Scores required?

N=142

N=129

N=144
N=132

N=84N=96 N=78 N=66

Average USMLE Step 1 and Step 2 CK Scores Programs 
Consider When Granting Interviews 
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The boxes in the boxplots above represent the interquartile range (or IQR, which is the range between the 25th and 75th 
percentiles) and the line in the box is the median. The x-shaped symbol is the mean. 

Scores Above Which Programs 
Almost Always Grant Interviews

Scores Below Which Programs 
Generally Do Not Grant Interviews
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