I became really interested in healthcare from a young age; however, my interest in dentistry only became apparent later in my life. I grew up in a medical and military family, so I was always taught the importance of service. I knew there were different ways to help people, but I was inspired by the work of nurses who dedicated their time to help people in need. I knew I wanted to enter healthcare and although I wanted to help people, I never imagined being a dentist when I was a child. I remember the worst days of my life as a child were when my mom took me to the dentist. I would literally cry every visit. However, as I grew older, I gained a greater appreciation for dentistry as I watched my best friend’s father work as a dentist. As I started to develop an interest in the dental field, I started to notice how dentistry impacted all aspects of life. For instance, my first job was working at a Wendy’s, when people would order shakes, I started to make a correlation between sweats and dental care. It became obvious to me that a dentist did not only fix teeth, they played a critical role in the overall health of people.
Although I was really interested in becoming a dentist, it did not seem possible for a long time. My mother was involved in an automobile accident soon after I enrolled in Northern Virginia Community College, and took therapy for seven months. Since she was unable to work, my older brother and I had to care for and support our family. To make ends meet, I had to work two jobs while still attending college. Months later I developed a benign ovarian tumor and had surgery. I was not able to walk for a month and although I attempted to complete my school work online, the work became overwhelming and my grades suffered. It came to a point where I decided dropping was the best decision at the time. However, when I got married and had children, I made myself a promise to go back to college and finish what I had started. Unfortunately, soon after our marriage, my husband became mentally ill and needed therapy. He ended up needing expensive therapy for nine years. I had to work countless overtime hours to support our family and ensure my husband could receive all the therapies he needed. Sadly, my husband decided to move on with his life without us after he felt better three years later. Since then, I have been caring for my three children on my own. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through it all, I have worked several jobs to be able to support my children. I worked as a subcontractor from the government, Verizon, and AT&T. I also worked as a collection officer for the military. Later, I worked as a realtor after earning my license in 2012.  All these jobs provided an outlet where I could build and develop my abilities to interact with people from a variety of backgrounds. Out of all the jobs I have worked, I was most grateful to work as the office manager and treatment plan coordinator for the office of general dentists Dr. Trung Ho and Dr. Brandon Meyer, prosthodontist Dr. Tien Ho, oral surgeon Dr. Anh Pham. Through my work at their dental office, I was able to witness the close relationship that they formed with their patients. I saw how they combined their knowledge and wit with empathy, respect and compassion for their patients. I shadowed them and learned the construction of bridges, crowns, dentures as well as the high importance of a good oral hygiene.  Dr. Ho and Dr. Meyer inspired me in so many aspects of life and always believed in me. These dentists served as incredible mentors and role models. I hope that one day I will be able to be as great and successful as they are. 
Once my children got a bit older, I decided to go back to school. It was a big challenge returning to school after twenty years. When I returned to Northern Virginia Community College I was placed on academic probation due to my low GPA. This was one of the biggest challenges I had to face. I could have chosen to attend a different college, but I did not. I knew Northern Virginia Community College was the right school for me and my family. I was determined to raise my GPA, so I took extra classes and did well in those classes. During my studies, my youngest daughter became ill with pseudomonas aeruginosa and was hospitalized for couple of days. I managed my time between caring for my children and focusing on my studies because I was determined not to drop out again. I am proud that I was able to overcome all the setbacks when I graduated as an honor student from Northern Virginia Community College with an Associate of Science in May 2018. Now, I attend George Mason University and I am studying Community Health with a pre-dental concentration. 
I have faced multiple challenges throughout my life. Whether it was family, financial, health or academic struggles, the road to becoming a dentist has not been easy. Some people may doubt my potential because of my age. Some might doubt my goals because of my academic record. Some might doubt my potential because of everything I have been through. I am okay with that because I spent my whole life proving people wrong. I appreciated all the obstacles I faced because they have allowed me to become the person I am today. I am empathetic. I am hardworking. I am passionate. I am determined to reach my goals. I will become a great dentist and serve my community. I have no doubt.

