Georgia Practical Exam Preparation:
While you don’t need to take the NAPLEX and MPJE exams before taking the wet lab exam, I would highly recommend to review some major topics and common drugs to get ready for the exam as it does test for your knowledge about drug dosing and drug interactions.

1) Review common drugs like painkillers (NSAIDs and opioids), antibiotics, antidepressants, antidiabetic agents, antihypertensive drugs and cholesterol lowering drugs.  Do learn the brand names and generic names, doses and intervals, contraindications, drug-allergy interactions , major drug interactions, and  major side effects. 

2) Also go to the Georgia Board of Pharmacy website and download and go through some of the Georgia pharmacy laws and rules about filling a prescription for both dangerous drugs and controlled drugs including requirements for a prescription label.  Familiarize yourself with the list of CII drugs and other common controlled drugs so you can identify them.  Also if you haven’t  had any hospital experience, you may want to find out  how a medication order looks like and what is the requirements for a prescription label in an institution. 
3) Practice calculations—the exam I took didn’t require complicated maths especially when we weren’t provided with a calculator but it’s always good to be familiar with English to metric conversions, compounding calculations, and calculating dosing and infusion rates.   There is this 120 calculation question sheet circulating on the forum which many of you may have already come across. 

4) Since you will be asked to write out the procedures to compound a prescription eg a cream/ointment, a solution, a suspension, an injection or an IV bag, you may want to read a little about compounding.  Another person on this forum has shared this very helpful link. 
http://pharmlabs.unc.edu/

Read the Candidate Bulletin Information which is posted on the Georgia Pharmacy Board website.  A copy will also be sent to you once you are scheduled to take the exam.  I can’t guarantee the future exam will be in the same format as I took it so do double check and read the bulletin.  The exam is divided into three components—errors and omissions, compounding and patient counseling.  In the error and omission section, you have to review 30 slides each with a prescription/medication order, a prescription label (including a prescription sticker for the back of the prescription hard copy) and a picture of the medication dispensed.  You have to check and look for any problems on each slide.  You have two minutes for each slide to decide on which of the six following errors or omissions has occurred:
(A) Contact the doctor because of an error or missing info on the prescription:
-dose is way too high or low eg HCTZ written for four times a day
-duration of therapy is way too long or short eg Toradol written for 10 days
-missing strength or dosage form when more than one strength or dosage form are available

-wrong indication eg 5 alpha reductase inhibitors written for a female

-wrong wording eg capsules are written in mL on the Sig

(B) Prescription is filled with the wrong drug or wrong strength of the correct drug where no substitution is attempted
-brand to brand error eg Lotrel is dispensed when Norvasc is requested

-wrong dosage form eg a drug for IV is dispensed when the same drug for IM is requested; a cream is dispensed when an ointment is requested

- wrong strength eg Bystolic 2.5mg is dispensed when Bystolic 5mg is requested
(C) Wrong or missing info on the prescription label
-Missing refill info on the label when the Rx specifies the number of refills
-Missing dispensing pharmacist ‘s initials

-Wrong patient’s name, drug name, drug strength, dosage form, direction, Dr’s name on the label 

(D) Controlled drug prescription does not meet legal requirements

-CII prescription not written on security paper

-refills written for CII drug; more than 5 refills or total duration of refills longer than 6 months for CIII to CV prescriptions

-“Caution: federal law prohibits transfer…” label not on the prescription bottle of the controlled drug

-DEA number missing on the prescription

(E) Improper product substitution (When “substitution” is indicated on the prescription or label, it means substitution has occurred)
-“brand necessary” is requested by the doctor, but a generic product is dispensed

-wrong brand to generic substitution eg Lipitor is written on the prescription but simvastatin is dispensed
(F) None of the above problems exist
Due to the time constraint, be sure to familiarize yourself with the above choices which are normally provided in the candidate bulletin information.

In the compounding section, you are requested to compound two prescriptions.  One of them is usually a parenteral drug like an IV bag or an injection.  For each prescription you have to show your calculations for each ingredient and dosing, and write down the compounding procedures.  There may be some errors or issues with the prescription you may want to write down.  You do need to do some manual calculations as there is no calculator provided.  If you practice on the 120 questions you’ll be good to go as long as you are careful with English to metric conversion (eg lb to kg), unit conversion (eg g to mg; hr to minutes) etc.  You will also be provided with a blank space to write out a prescription label and sticker by hand.  Depending on which test site you are taking the exam, you may be requested to make the actual product.

In the patient counseling part, you are given 15 minutes to go over a patient profile to identify all the drug related issues eg overutilization/underutilization, drug-drug interactions, contraindications, drug-allergy interactions, drug –disease interactions etc.  You will then meet with the examiner (usually one of the board members) and discuss first about your two compounded products.  You may be asked to do a brief counseling on both products (make sure to use layman term in counseling).  Then you will go over all the drug related issues you have identified in the patient profile.  For me this section is pretty informal—I guess it would depend on which examiner you have. 
I hope this will help you get a better idea about the exam.  As long as you do some preparation, it is not a difficult exam to pass.  Best of luck!

