[bookmark: _GoBack]Dental School Sample Interview Q&As

[Sample interview questions courtesy of SDN member Faux]

1. So tell me a little about yourself.
2. Why do you want to be a dentist?
4. What differentiates you from the rest of the applicants?
5. I like you and this all sounds great, but what can I go back and tell the admissions committee that will convince them that we want you in our upcoming class
6. Why did you apply to our Dental school (+ what other schools)
9. What type of dental program are you interested in?
10. Can you explain the (A-F) grade you received in this class? OR Your grades slipped in particular semester, any reason?
12. In the past, what has happened to you that has made the biggest impact on your life?
13. We noticed you withdrew from a class, why?
14. Dentists require a great deal of hand coordination. Do you have any relevant experience?
15. Do you think the role of a Dentist has changed, and how so?
16. How did your friends/family react to your interest in Dentistry?
18. Do you have any plans after graduation?
19. What would make you happy 10 years from now?
20. If you had to change anything about yourself, what would it be?
21. How do you spend your free time? OR What do you do to relax?
22.What would you say was the best day or experience you ever had?
23.How do you see yourself, what are your good characteristics?
24.If you could meet anybody, in all of history, and eat dinner with them, who would it be?
25.What do you do when you are stressed out?
26.What are things you dont like about dentistry?
27.Is ____ your first choice?
28.Why, other than wanting to help people, do you want to be a dentist?
29.What is your biggest strength and weakness?
30.Have you been involved in any ethical situations?
31.Tell me what you think would be a negative factor if you attended ____?
32.What was the biggest challenge you've experienced recently?
33.What would you do if you could not go to dental school?
34.What is an important quality that a dentist should have?
35.What do I need to know about you that is important?
36.What is your greatest failure?
37.What is your most effective study style?
38.Why should we accept you over someone with similar or better credentials?
39.Do you like to study in group?

1. Tell me about yourself.

I am 21, I’m originally from ________ but I was born and raised in the States. I moved to ________ when I was 9 and lived there for 3 years, during which I learned the language and culture there, so it really opened up my eyes. I wouldn’t call myself an artist but I have dabbled in various art forms like sketching, painting, and woodworking—some of which I still practice, like sketching and woodworking. I have also written a short novel for fun when I was in the sixth grade about a boy that was in search of his father’s murderer. I called it “Tears of the Devil”. But I didn’t continue writing because I had more interest in art. My favorite thing in the world is coffee, specifically Nescafe instant coffee. I like pushing myself to make small improvements in my life, because I really think it’s about baby steps and I always know that the exhaustion that I feel one day will be gone the next day but the reward of my hard work is what actually lasts forever. And so as I gradually became interested in dentistry over the years I used this idea as a motivator to push through.

2. Why do you want to be a dentist?

I love art, it is such a fun and stimulating thing to do. I particularly like sketching and woodworking. I’ve also always enjoyed biology and Ive always been just really fascinated by the human form. I feel that dentistry really ties art and science together into one profession. An added bonus to dentistry is that as a dentist, I’d be able to apply art and science to improving peoples’ lives. By improving peoples’ lives, I don’t just mean improbing their physical appearance, but also helping them mentally and emotionally. When you have a better smile, you feel better about youself. And when you sit in the dentist’s chair and talk to the dentist, it’s an opportunity to vent or sort of blow off steam if you feel the need to. The patient learns something by talking to you, and you learn something by talking to the patient. I really felt this when I worked at __________, which was such a great experience for me. I’d always talk to my customers and crack jokes and do the same with coworkers. As a dentist, it’s the same concept—you get to spend time with people every day. And so I really feel that being a dentist is a really good way to sort of channel my interests into something that has the potential to have an impact that’s much greater than myself. 

4. What differentiates you from the rest of the applicants?

I am very diverse. I think being diverse is a quality that is crucial for a dentist to have. Living abroad for a few years has really helped me to understand how life can be very different in other parts of the world: for example, many people in middle eastern or Asian coutries have less access to healthcare compared to people that live in the States. And so in my mind, I know that I want to reach out to people like that, people that are underserved because I’ve what a lack of healthcare can do to people. And so having been exposed to that culture, I never really knew how detrimental poor oral hygiene can be to a person. And so I really gained a sense of purpose- as a dentist I’ll be making a big impact in someone’s life, a lot of peoples’ lives. When I was younger, I used to think that teeth are just some sort of accessory organ and that not taking care of them won’t really hurt you, but it can have debilitating effects on your life actually. Also, the fact the I go to a University with an enormous student body that is very diverse really helps me to become more aware of different cultures, as I pretty much see new people every day at school. I am also bilingual in English in ________, which I believe is an asset that can be of benefit to both me and the school. It helps me in that I’ll be able to interact with _________ patients of the schools clinic that might speak very little English. And its beneficial to the school and students because I could potentially help my classmates interact with these patients, and take away that language barrier. 

5. I like you and this all sounds great, but what can I go back and tell the admissions?

You can tell them that I am a team player and I work well under pressure. You can also say that I would fit very well into the school’s diverse class, as I really enjoy meeting new people and making them feel comfortable when they’re around me.

6. Why did you apply to our Dental school (+ what other schools)

[At the time, I made this response specific to NYU] 

NYU- There’s a couple things that I found unique about NYU. I really feel that NYU makes you a well-rounded dentist, and by that I mean I feel that NYU really encourages students to learn more than just the basics of dentistry.  For example, students here will be certified to do Invisalign after they graduate, which is something I feel is unique to this school. When I was shadowing a dentist over in ________, she talked about how NYU does the Invisalign certification. Also, you guys seem to really push for aesthetic training, which I think is amazing—because that’s one of our main goals here as dentists, we want people to not only have normally functioning smiles but rather beautiful smiles. I noticed that you offer a Advanced Aesthetics course that’s open to D4 students if they wish to apply for it. Additionally, I found that implant training is a growing field here. I saw that there’s an honors program that is offered to fourth year students where you actually get to place implants. So it gos without saying that NYU is also a clinically excellent program. Also, something that I noticed about NYU that I really think is unique to this program is the large class size. NYU has the biggest class size in the country, which to me is a huge positive. This just means more opportunity to interact with classmates and share different perspectives. Coming from a big university, I am already used to this and I’d love to continue being in a large student body for my dental education.


9. What type of dental program are you interested in?

I want a dental program that really focuses on treating the patient on a holistic level. By that I mean taking into account more than just the patient’s oral health, but also their overall health. For example, [Insert fact that shows one way in which the oral cavity is connected to the rest of the body]. At the end of the day, whether we’re dentists, physicians, PAs, Physical therapists, we are healthcare professionals. And so the collective effort of all of these professionals is to ensure that the patient is healthy from head to toe. 

10. Can you explain the (A-F) grade you received in this class? OR Your grades slipped in particular semester, any reason?

I would say that my grades in my first two years of college were not the best. I lacked some maturity in terms of my studies earlier which led to me being unable to give my classes the full attention that they needed, and as a result my grades slipped a bit. After my freshman year, I began to focus more on my studies but it still wasn’t enough, as I slipped in my spring semester that year. I would say that I was finally ready to tackle my classes at the beginning of my junior year. I had just come out of my experience with the DAT and felt really empowered and ready to tackle my classes. And although my performance during my junior year was still not where I wanted it to be, I feel that I did make a big improvement by really focusing on my classes this time. I hope to do even better my final year of college so I can really continue improving myself.

12. In the past, what has happened to you that has made the biggest impact on your life?

Definitely living in _____ for __ years. That was the biggest step in my life so far, and it has helped me grow so much. Seeing a different culture, learning a new language, seeing how life is different outside of the States. It was really a priceless experience. For one, I barely even knew my own native language before I went, but I picked it up within a year or two of living there. And just knowing the language has so many benefits to it. I also never really understood how fortunate I was before I lived there. I saw so many people living very unfortunate lives in ______ and it just made me feel very grateful for my life. I feel that I have the opportunity to take this opportunity in life that I’ve been given and use it to make the lives of the less fortunate better. I’d never thought about this before I went there, it’s not something that ever crossed my mind. We live in a country where, opportunity is basically everywhere. This is the land of opportunity, and all you have to do is seize the opportunity and make something of it. And the way to do that is to work hard. Often times, you can work hard in a place like _____ but the opportunities are very limited, so you might still end up not being able to fulfill your dreams. And that is an idea that I’ve always carried with me.

13. We noticed you withdrew from a class, why?

I withdrew from ______ in the summer after my freshman year because at the time I had also registered for a ______ class. Now, due to the nature of the summer class being very condensed and fast paced, I just couldn’t find the time to hone in on both classes at the same time and make the grades that I wanted to. My freshman year was a year that I was also still developing my study habits and gaining maturity, so I found it difficult to keep up with both classes. So I dropped _____ and stuck with ______ and it worked out well in the end. I was also able to take ______ my sophomore year and do well in it so it was a win-win situation. 

14. Dentists require a great deal of hand coordination. Do you have any relevant experience?

I have always had an interest in art, ever since elementary school. Since then I’ve dabbled in a lot of different art forms, like graffiti (not illegally, haha), painting, airbrushing, and sketching. I’ve stuck to sketching and was able to really improve my hand coordination. For example, when I sketch, I’ll print out the face that I want to sketch. Then I’ll make a one-inch grid on the face, and make a slightly larger grid on my sketch paper. Then I’ll draw the face box by box, paying attention to the details contained within each individual box. This really helps to ensure that the proportions are right, so that like the eyes aren’t over here and the nose is over here (haha). Then I’ll erase the grid and do the shading. In addition, I’ve developed a great interest in woodworking in high school. I’ve carried that interest over to college when I started taking _____, which introduced me to the school’s woodshop. There, I made some things out of wood like a chair, a desk, a checkerboard picture frame. And all of those things have helped me to develop my hand coordination as I worked with various tools in the woodshop.

15. Do you think the role of a Dentist has changed, and how so?

I do believe that the role of the dentist has changed drastically. Years ago a dentist’s job may have been to mainly focus on procedures like fillings, extractions, and cleanings. A lot of the other, more complicated procedures would be things that were considered out of the skillset of the general dentist and would thus tend to get referred to a specialist. Now dentists do a much wider array of procedures. For example, when I shadowed over in _______, the dentist was doing procedures like implants. There’s a lot more that a dentist knows how to do know then before, and I really think that’s because of advances in our understanding of human biology and advances in technology. Things like CAD/CAM, we were never able to get a virtual image of a patient’s mouth on a computer screen and manipulate it in various ways, but now that’s possible. So the dentist now is much more than just someone who fills cavities, the dentist is a doctor that really takes the patient’s well-being into their own hands. 

16. How did your friends/family react to your interest in Dentistry?

Most of my family and friends have always known that I wanted to be a dentist. I’d say my dad was one of my biggest supporters in my pursuit of dentistry. He gave me the idea of dentistry when I was very young as he knew that I always had an interest in science and liked to work with my hands. So I took the idea he gave me and gradually gained more knowledge over the years as to why I wanted dentistry. I can’t say that my dad has ever pressured me to pursue a certain career, but rather he just pointed out a career that he thought would be a good fit for me and left it up to me to develop a further interest in it if I wanted to. And to be honest I’m very glad my dad gave me the idea of dentistry very early in my life because that allowed me to really build a strong interest in the field. 

18. Do you have any plans after graduation?

After graduation I want to practice in [state of the school] and eventually have the opportunity to do a lot of volunteer work for underserved communities. Serving underserved populations is really something that has sparked my interest recently. Volunteering at the ______ has really opened my eyes to the reality of people that are living in poverty. It can be easy to forget that these people exist and just go on living your every day life because we’re always so busy. But there are people like that out there. So I really hope that I can contribute some free dental care on a weekly basis in my career if I ever have that opportunity. I also am considering specialzing, although I am not set on any particular specialty. Howeever, I do wish to keep my options open and explore my interests as I go through dental school, but I know that I’d be completely content working as a general dentist if I do not specialize.

19. What would make you happy 10 years from now?

What would make me happy 10 years from now is the same thing that makes me happy now, the excitement of the journey and the reward that comes from growing. As I grow now as a student, I know I will also continue to grow in the future, no matter what I’m doing. And the feeling of fulfulment that I get from that is something I will always enjoy. 

20. If you had to change anything about yourself, what would it be?


[The answer below may not be a decent response tbh, it’s usually better to avoid trying to take a positive aspect about yourself and turn it into a negative aspect because 1- it’s obvious you’re doing that, and 2- it could make you look insecure in that you’re afraid to be critical about yourself. I think the best way to answer this is to choose a real negative aspect about yourself but one that is acceptable by society, in other words not something that you should definitely not be lacking in (like being lazy, waking up late, messy, unorganized, not punctual, etc).

I wish I could worry less about things that I have to get done. Whenever I have something that I need to finish by a certain time or day, I feel that it constantly bugs me until I get it done. I know that having that habit can be a good thing, but I wish I could make it less intense. So that in a way I could have that thing I know I need to get done in the back of my mind, but yet still get it done in a timely manner without worrying so much about it. 

21. How do you spend your free time? OR What do you do to relax?

Aside from drawing sometimes, I absolutely love to take long walks at night. Ever since I was in high school, I always felt like I was a nature person and would always walk down the street of my house at around 7 or 8, when it’s not too dark but there’s also not much light out—that nice transition in between. I would put on some music, walk down to the Wawa, grab some coffee and walk back with the music playing. When I got older and started driving, I would sometimes drive to the park and do the same thing but lately I really enjoy driving down to the beach and walking with music and coffee. It makes me feel so at ease and allows me to empty my mind of anything that may be giving me stress. 

22.What would you say was the best day or experience you ever had?

The best experience I ever had was my job at __________. It was truly an eye opener because it was the first time I ever had a real job and I’d always wanted to work but I was never old enough to until I turned 16 which is when I got the job. The best part about the job by far was being able to meet a hugeeee variety of people there. Since it’s a craft store, the audience that _______ caters to is really of a _____ kind of people that have a variety of hobbies and interests so it was really cool to talk a little bit to a lot for those people. I met a bunch of people, from college fraternity or sorotity students to high school students to elderly people and everything in between. I really enjoyed lauging and having conversations with customers as well as my coworkers. And the I leanred so much from that job…that was the first time I was able to develop people skills. Sometimes I miss my job there..but it’s ok. I had to leave during my freshman year of college so I could have more time to study for my classes.  
(NOTE: if the question is “best day” then use this same answer but say like “almost all of the days I worked there were the best days”)

23. How do you see yourself, what are your good characteristics?

I see myself as being calm and grounded. I think it’s very important to have a level head because if you react to problems out of anger then your judgement and reasoning just kind of goes out the window. My dad told me that a person’s character really shows during times hard times, or in heat of the moment siutations. When you’re in a heated argument for example, the way that you handle the argument when you’re at your boiling point is really a reflection of your character. Because when everyone is calm and relaxed, everyone can take time to think about their actions and make sure to make the right choice but in hard times, not everyone is able to think in a calm manner. So I really try to be calm and think things through if I ever have problem. I feel that I’m grounded because I know what I want and I understand that things I want in life take time and patience and the only secret to achieving my goals is hard work, there’s really no way around it. Keeping that in mind, I feel that I work very well under pressure and really try not to get bogged down.

24.If you could meet anybody, in all of history, and eat dinner with them, who would it be?

Eric Thomas. I really admire Eric Thomas, he’s a motivational speaker that really started from nothing and made it in life. I really like one of his speeches in particular that I found on YouTube. In the video he explains how he got kicked out of his house when he was 17 and was homeless for 2 years. Then someone inspired him to pursue school, and he ended up graduating from college after 12 years of college. What I really like about Eric Thomas is his perseverance. 12 years of college is a long time, but he still did it. And not only was he really successful when he started working after college, but he went back to school and got his phD later. That’s really amazing, to think that someone that started off as being homeless ended up becoming a doctor. And so I’d really want to sit down with him and understand his values and beliefs and get a in-person motivational speech from him and really understand how his mind works and how he was able to accomplish so much from so little and take his advice and implement it into my own life. But I’ve already learned so much from watching Eric Thomas on YouTube. I have to say, when I was studying for my DAT and times got hard, I would watch his video and I would feel so motivated and inspired. There’s this one quote he mentioned in the video, that’s actually from Lance Armstrong. It goes “Pain is temporary. It may last a minute, an hour, a day, or even a year. But it eventually it will subside and something else will take its place. If I quit however, it will last forever.” That quote just really struck a cord with me and I’d love to meet Eric in person and really get a feel of how he disciplines himself to accomplish so much in life. 


25.What do you do when you are stressed out?

When I am stressed out I walk outside, listen to music, and play my music. Or I might get coffee and go for a drive and play my favorite music in the car. Walking with coffee and music has really been a huge stress reliever I’ve always found helpful ever since high school. It’s so calm and relaxing, I love doing it. Especially at night, you just walk and look at all the lights in the street, maybe lamps, headlights, stop lights. It’s such a simple thing yet it’s so beautiful and powerful. 

26.What are things you don’t like about dentistry?

Something I really thought about was the potential back pain a dentist could have from sitting in the chair while treating patients. I feel that as a dentist, one would be more prone to developing back pains down the line due to the nature of the job. But I really thought that I could combat this by doing regular exercise, with an emphasis on strengthening my back. I figured maybe this way I could lower my chances of having these pains if I have a stronger back. Another thing I thought about is how it’s a very common theme to not like going to the dentist. And so when a patient comes to see you, they already feel like they sort of don’t want to be there because they’re anticipating pain and discomfort. But I think that as a dentist, your job is to not only to make sure the patient has proper oral health but to also make sure the patient feels comfortable mentally and actually enjoys being in your presence. And you can accomplish this by talking to the patient and really making a connection with them. One last thing is also private practice. Having your own practice is a thing I feel that can be a positive and a negative. It can be a positive because of the autonomy that comes with being your own boss, but it can be a negative because of the stress that comes with running your own practice. But I feel that it’s something I could adapt to. It might be hard at first, but I am sure I’d eventually be able to manage a practice efficiently with some perseverance and patience.


27. Is ____ your first choice?

[This is definitely a hard one that always trips people up. You will have to bend the truth a little unless that school actually does happen to be your top choice. I would, however, change my below response. Rather than just hinting and nudging that their school is your top choice, you should explicitly say it, in my opinion. YES, if accepted I’d be attending this school. There’s too many people applying to their school for them to take a risk on someone that probably won’t attend if accepted.

Side note: I’d get a second opinion on a good response to this question, as I myself still don’t know what the most appropriate response would be a year after writing this, lol.]

I honestly do not have a top choice right now because I feel that it’s too early in the admissions process for me to think about that. I would like to base my decision off of things like how comfortable I feel at the school, location, cost, etc.. But [school you’re interviewing at] is definitely a school that I’d really like to attend and would give strong consideration to. 

28.Why, other than wanting to help people, do you want to be a dentist?

I really love science and working with my hands. I love that the dentist has the opportunity to work with various instruments to create very fine details. It’s analogous to the sketching that I do, which involves a lot of detail and focus. I really feel that dentistry is an art form. But it’s an art form that allows me to also practice biology. I’ve also always had a strong interest in biology ever since I was in middle school. Biology is just such a fascinating subject and I would love for my career to be based around a biological field. I also really like the autonomy a dentist has when they run their own practice. I know that running a practice can be very stressful, but I think that that being able to run your practice the way you want and make your own decisions really makes it all worth it. 


29.What is your biggest strength and weakness?

My biggest strength is that I am very sociable. I feel that it is very important be able to engage people in conversation because there’s so many benefits that both parties of the conversation receive. For example, when I worked at _________ I often enjoyed engaging in conversation with the customers and my coworkers. Often times they would get a laugh, I would get a laugh, and both people in the conversation might end up learning something new or becoming inspired by something that the other person said. When I volunteered with __________ I always loved tabling because it was the perfect opportunity for me to engage in conversation with other students on campus. Also, being at the _______ really gives me an opportunity to speak to a lot of the people there or the other volunteers. My dad told me that it’s important to be able to engage your patients as a dentist because they’re already arriving at your office anticipating pain and discomfort, so you need to be able to distract them and make them feel comfortable, so I feel that being sociable is a great quality to have as a dentist.

My biggest weakness is public speaking. When I am getting ready to speak publicly, I often feel nervous and tensed and my throat starts swelling up. But it’s something that I’ve been trying to overcome for a while. For example, I took a sociology class that had a group presentation component to it, and I really tried to prepare well for it by rehearsing what I was going to say, giving the presentation in front of friends/family and recording myself. Also, I took a writing class my freshman year that required an oral presentation of my paper and I feel that I did much better in that presentation than my sociology presentation. I am also going to take a public speaking class and I am really excited for it because itll give me a chance to really tackle this weakness I have head on. 

30.Have you been involved in any ethical situations?

Towards the end of the Spring 2017 semester, my predental club and I held a final social event that included an informational presentation and some fun activities. At the end of the night, we had a lot of extra sandwiches from the event that we did not know what to do with. We ultimately decided to donate the sandwiches to the homeless community in the ____________ area. When we got there, the first homeless individual we came across was an elderly woman sitting at a table outside of the _________ beside the ______. She was excited to learn that we had brought food for her. After we gave her one of the sandwiches, she asked us if we could give her a few more. My initial instinct was to give her as many as she wanted. However, I knew that the number of sandwiches we had would not be enough for the rest of the homeless community. Nonetheless, my friends and I decided to give her a few more sandwiches. Later, we quickly ran out of sandwiches and there were about four individuals that we did not have sandwiches for. One of them—another elderly woman—even started crying. I was very shocked and felt that my friends and I were not fair in the way we distributed the sandwiches. From then on, I decided that if I ever encountered a similar ethical situation, I would try to be as fair as possible to everyone involved in the situation. If I could change the course of action my friends and I took in the aforementioned scenario, I would politely tell the first homeless woman that we were unable to provide her with more than one sandwich due to the number of other homeless people that did not yet receive a single sandwich. In addition, I would tell her that if we had extra sandwiches left over, we would come back and give her more. I hadn’t realized how important it was to PLAN AHEAD before that night, and as I learned, a lack of planning could have significant consequences.
31.Tell me what you think would be a negative factor if you attended ____?
If I attended ______ I would be a bit further away from family as opposed to being in a state that’s a bit closer to _____. However, my family is very supportive and I know that they will help me feel comfortable wherever I go. I’ve been far away from family before, like when I lived in ________. My dad wasn’t with me for the first year I was there. And there were a few other years where my dad had to attend go to ________ and stay there for a while while I was in school here. But any time we’re far away from eachother we always keep the connection and talk on the phone. I feel that I was always still able to thrive despite my father not being there because even though my dad may not have been physically there, he was with me mentally and always cheering me on in whatever I did. So I feel that although I’d be a bit further away from my family if I went to school in _______, I’d still have all of the support I need from my family.

32.What was the biggest challenge you've experienced recently?

Recently I’ve been faced with the challenge of trying to better my physical health. Ever since I started college, I’ve been busy with classes and studying and DAT and I kind of let my physical health slip a little as I would drink a lot of coffee and eat a lot. And so it’s been difficult for me to maintain a workout plan and a healthy diet because of this new stress of college that I was never used to before. But I really feel like I got acclimated to the workload and so this summer I really made an effort to get myself back in shape by joining the gym and doing a lot of resistance training and cardio. It really makes you feel so much better about yourself, and you get that release of endorphins and you feel like so inspired to accomplish your goals. So I’ve been off to a great start this summer already. I’ve been going to the gym regularly the past few months and I’ve been eating much healthier and I really hope to continue this trend.

33.What would you do if you could not go to dental school?

If I could not go to dental school I would choose another field within healthcare. For example, physician, PA or physical therapy. I like to think of it like this: what’s my end goal here as a dentist? My goal is to increase the quality of life of people. Every healthcare provider accomplishes that same goal but in a different way. The way that I accomplish that is by making my patient’s teeth more physically healthy and more attractive. I chose this dentistry because I feel that I can accomplish the main goal of increasing quality of life to the best of my ability by working with the patient’s teeth because it requires a lot of hands kills and coordination which I see myself enjoying. So if I were to go a different route, I’d stay within healthcare because although I wouldn’t be doing the same type of work as a dentist, I’d still be able to accomplish my goal of increasing quality of lives.

34.What is an important quality that a dentist should have?

[You can feel free to use the same response to the “what is your biggest strength” question here (if you’re not asked both questions, of course)].

I think that it is important for a dentist to be levelheaded. By that I mean that a dentist should never lose his/her temper or panic during difficult times. For example, when I was shadowing in _______, I saw one of the dentists drop a burr in the pateint’s mouth. I think it just popped off of the handpiece she was using. And without making any sudden moves or showing any sort of expression on her face, she very quickly and calmly used the cotton pliers to take the burr out of the patient’s mouth. Had she panicked, I believe that the patient would have panicked as well. In another instance, I was shadowing a different dentist at the same practice and I think I made some sort of facial expression that indicated excitement or amusement, but the patient saw me and thought I was afraid of the procedure. So the dentist later told me that it’s very critical to have a neutral facial expression so you don’t create any anxiety for the patient. So I really think being levelheaded will really help a dentist keep the patient calm as well. 

35.What do I need to know about you that is important?

I am bilingual in English and ______ and I see this as an opportunity to be able to help a lot of _______ patients feel more comfortable. I also see this as an opportunity to potentially help my classmates interact with _______ patients that speak very little English. I have aspirations to do a lot of volunteer work for underserved communities as a dentist due to having been exposed to the rough reality of a lot of peoples’ lives that regularly frequent the ________. I am confident that I can really help contribute to the positivity of my class as I really value the power of social interaction and teamwork. 

36.What is your greatest failure?

I would say my greatest failure to date is not buying Netflix stock right before it skyrocketed even though I had a gut feeling that it would. When I was in high school, I used to have a strong interest in the stock market, not only because the stock market gives you a chance for you to grow financially, but also because it can be so exciting to buy and sell shares and to learn about how the stocks work. It’s quite the thrill, and I loved it. Back when Hurricane Sandy hit, I owned some shares of Nintendo stock. Now, at that time, Nintendo wasn’t doing very well and I wasn’t making any profit. There was a day that I remember very vividly, I was sitting in public library close to my house because there wasn’t any power at my house because of the hurricane. I was checking the stock market and some of the news articles about recent trends in certain big company stocks and I happen to come across an article about Netflix. It had just happened, that a famous billionaire named Carl Icahn had bought a large amount of Netflix shares at a time when Netlfix was selling for about $50 a share. He claimed that the stock was highly undervalued and believed that it had a lot of potential to grow. So I thought about that and almost decided to sell my Nintendo shares and use that money to buy Netflix, but at the last minute I decided not to. And low and behold, Netflix skyrocketed over the next couple weeks and even months. The critical thing I learned here was that you should always be inclined to go with your gut feeling when deciding to do the thing that you feel is right. Don’t be afraid to take risks, because without taking any risk, there is very limited potential for success. And so I was able to grow from that mistake and did some more research on the stock market so I could become better at trading. Eventually I made some better financial decisions down the line. And I really feel that these better decisions came largely from me going with my gut feeling and being more informed about the decisions that I made rather than choosing a stock to buy at a whim. 

37.What is your most effective study style?

My most effective study style is essentially studying my class notes way ahead of time and collaborating with classmates to make sure that we all know what we’re supposed to. Studying ahead of time has so many benefits, it allows you to maximize your time study time and allows time for the material to solidify in your brain. Also, when you study ahead of time, you remove the pressure from having to complete all of your studying in a short amount of time. Because when you spread it out, you are naturally able to absorb more information and learn more difficult concepts. When I study ahead of time, I try to study after each lecture so it’s easier to digest the information. And collaborating really makes you sharp because when you verbalize the material, you find the error in your thinking and pick up on things you would not have if you were studying alone. And at the same time, you are also helping your classmates get the same benefit. I don’t think there’s any secret to studying effectively, I think it really is just a matter of giving yourself enough time to study and having the discipline to study over a long period of time. You have to tell yourself that the pressure is temporary, and success is waiting for you on the other side of your hardship. That is my biggest motivator when I am studying.


38.Why should we accept you over someone with similar or better credentials?

You should accept me because I strongly believe that I would be a great asset to the school. Being a strong student is one thing, but being a positive influence to other students around you and helping them become stronger is a whole other thing. I really feel that I can spread positivity among my classmates and encourage a collaborative learning environment. It’s not just about me and my success, it’s about our collective success, how we represent the school and ourselves. Dental school is hard and I’m fully aware of that, so we need to be able to support each other so that we all come out winners in the end. And we won’t only win for ourselves, but we’d win for our patients by becoming the best dentists we can possibly become. And I really believe that I can be that student that is a strong contributor to the positive vibe of the class. 

39.Do you like to study in group?

I really enjoy studying in a group. When you work together and bounce ideas and questions off of eachother, everyone learns from eachother and you realize mistakes in your thinking that you would not have otherwise realized. It’s a really powerful thing. Not only is studying in a group a good way to learn the material, but it is also a great way to boost everyone’s morale and yourself. When you know there are other people doing the same thing you’re doing, you feel like you’re not alone and it becomes more bearable.

