Tufts Pro/Con List
- Please keep in mind that this is only the opinion of one student. Not everyone feels the same way, and I may value different things than you. Thus, take this pro/con list as opinion and not fact. 

Pros 
1) Tufts students are VERY internally motivated and intelligent, and many of them are gunning for residencies and want to be at the top of the class.  This can be annoying at times, but I have never felt as though another student was trying to hurt me (whether it be on a test or in front of professors/vets). At Tufts you do not need to worry about a competitive environment. Students here share study guides and post helpful things on facebook 
2) It never feels like we’re getting enough clinical experience but I think Tufts does a better job than most schools at trying to integrate hands-on experiences before clinics start. For example, you take a course called Clinical Skills 1st-3rd year where you work with LIVE animals. Most of it is focused on large animals but it’s a great change from lecture. A few examples of the things we do in clinical skills include: learning to tie up cow front and hind feet, getting the basics of a neuro exam on dogs and horses, ultrasound basics, and drawing blood from sheep. 
- Tufts also has a Selectives program, which gives us Tuesday afternoons of the first two years to shadow vets or do whatever you want as long as you can get credit for it
3) Most people live near the campus in North Grafton and housing is cheap compared to cities. For reference, most people pay between $500-800 a month
4) All professors I’ve known are very willing to help outside of class
5) Tufts as a school does not want students to fail, therefore they will do what they can to make sure you don’t. However, you need to be proactive in getting help. When you speak with administration faculty individually, they are generally understanding. 
6) My first year was fairly awful but Tufts is revamping the first year curriculum and professors—and I can say from talking to current first years they are WAY happier than I was at that time 
7) At least in the New England area, everybody knows the Tufts name and owners think you’re super smart if you say you went to Tufts (can’t say that this works the same for vets though) 
8) The campus is small and stand-alone, but it’s beautiful and provides a great place to go running, walk your dog, or enjoy the fall foliage. There are also parks in nearby towns to go hiking. 
9) It can be tough to find the time, but if you go out of your way to ask vets to shadow them in the hospitals they are very open to it. 
10) If you’re interested in wildlife medicine or exotics, Tufts is a great place to be. There are a lot of faculty that specialize in non-domestic species, there is a wildlife hospital, and several nearby zoos. 
11) Tufts has a great international veterinary medicine program, which is pretty unique
12) I wish I had the time to take advantage of all the opportunities at Tufts! There are many different clubs that host wet labs where you get to do super cool things. There is also a feral cat spay/neuter clinic one Sunday a month that students are involved in. There are always cool opportunities at Tufts to get hands-on experience; you just need to make time for them. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]13) Tufts has a good reputation for getting students into internships and residencies 

Cons
1) The administration as a whole does not feel supportive of student needs
2) It feels like all we do is sit through lecture (though I imagine that’s the same for most vet schools). 
3) Orientation when you start as a first year is almost non-existent. Tufts as a whole has a mentality of throwing you to the wolves. This mentality also applies to the start of clinicals; the transition of sitting in lecture from 8-5pm to all of sudden being responsible for patients is very unsettling and I would really appreciate more adjustment time to clinicals. Professors often say “you’ll learn that when you get to clinics”, but once you’re in clinicals you are expected to know things you weren’t taught very quickly. 
4) We have exams almost every week, which gets exhausting, but also makes studying for future tests in hard classes near impossible
5) The campus is in North Grafton, a small town with little going on. This doesn’t bother me because I know I don’t have time to do fun things anyways, lol. However. this is a huge con for some people. You can always live in Boston the first 2 ½ years, but it’s about an hour commute. 
6) Anatomy lab is kind of a free for all with very limited instruction, but Tufts is working to improve this 
7) Sometimes the Dean gets a little over zealous at pushing her own agendas, which do not match with student agendas, but overall she is really nice person who’s trying to do best for Tufts 
8) I can’t say this is true for sure because I haven’t graduated yet, but I hear frequently that employers of Tuft’s grads say we are really really smart but are lacking in clinical/technical skills  
9) Large animal is not a strong program at Tufts compared to other schools. The equine program is in between. It is certainly doable to graduate from Tufts and practice large animal/equine medicine but you will need to work harder to get the experience you need. 
10) You need a car. It would be REALLY hard without a car here. 
- For those of you who live in warm places, know that Massachusetts has snowy, cold winters and you will be outside for courses like Clinical Skills and ambulatory rotations even if it’s 10 degrees. 
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